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Leclesiastical Akairs. 
THE APPEAL TO C.BSAR. 
WE gather, from several letters with which we have 
lately been favoured, the somewhat mortifying con- 
clusion, that the purport of our remarks, published 
a few weeks since, on the subject of ‘Tahiti, have 
been misunderstood. Some of our correspondents 
appear to think that what we wrote on this pain- 
ful, but yet important question, was far more de- 
clamatory than logical. It is quite possible that 
such may have been the case. It is by no means 
uncommon for a man whose thoughts are hasten- 
ing on to a certain goal, to forget that what he 
takes for granted other minds will require to be 
proved—thaz the application of a general principle 
with which he is familiar must be definitely stated 
in order to be observed —that distinctions and 
qualifications which he is very apt to overlook as 
unimportant may perplex those who have not been 
previously warned of their existence and direction 
—in short, in his ardour he is very likely to iden- 
tify his readers with himself, and to suppose that 
whatever, as he travels towards his mark, lies open 
to his ken is equaliy clear to all who bear him 
company. We hope our error has not been more 
than this, and we will now endeavour to rectify it 
by giving to our views a distincter shape. 

We believe it is objected against us that we curtail 
the rights of the citizen by the duties of the Chris- 
tian. It is urged that, when Paul appealed to 
Cesar, he recognised the propriety of availing 
himself of all his privileges as a Roman to gain 
for himself, as a disciple of Christ, the protection 
of the civil magistrate. Why may not the friends 
of missions, it is asked, pursue the same course in 
regard to Tahiti? It is obvious that the real ob- 
ject of France, in respect of Polynesia, is to crush 
evangelical protestantism. Already has she laid 
waste that little patch of moral cultivation— placed 
insuperable obstacles in the way of the teaching 
of our missionaries—broken up peaceful Christian 
settlements—and destroyed, with wanton barbarity, 
the fruit of many years’ travail. And when we 
talk, say our objectors, of appealing to the civil 
power for protection against these unprovoked 
aggressions, you charge us with mingling the 
secular with the spiritual, and with exalting the 
magistrate to authority in the church of Christ. 

We certainly did not intend our language to 
bear the construction which some have put upon 
it—and, although we cannot find anything to re- 
tract, we see clearly enough that there is some- 
thing needing explanation. 

The general tone of the Nonconfornist, without 
stopping to cite particular articles, will, we hope, 
fully acquit us of any deliberate intention of de- 
priving religious men of any portion of their so- 
cial or political rights. That which a good citizen 


may claim at the hands of magistracy, a Christian | 


not only may, but is bound to,claim. We have no 
sympathy with those who, actuated by a species of 
pious selfism, leave their rulers to do as they list, 
not only without opposition, but without remon- 
strance. rom our inmost souls we repudiate the 
ineflably ~ notion, that the duties imposed upon 
us by our relationship to civil government, are at 
variance with the duties enjoined by Christianity. 
On the contrary, we believe that those good but 
weak men who voluntarily denude themselves of 
their political rights, and who refuse to exercise 
the privileges with which the state entrusts them, 


losing sight of the fact that allegiance and protec- 


judging righteous judgment. He asked the ap- | whether churchmen or dissenters. As a piece of 


look abroad without seeing much sin. 
Nor do we hold that the magistrate 1s impro- 


perly appealed to when the object sought is the 
protection of his own subjects in all that appertains 
to their religious liberty. Our obligations to God 
are prior to our obligations to government—and 
the rights which are necessary to the fulfilment of 
them—private judgment and “the liberty of pro- 
phecy ”—cannot be ig. ay upon without gross 
injustice. Now, since the great end of civil go- 
vernment is, within the limits of its own jurisdic- 
tion, to administer justice between man and man, 
it is evident that whenever, by the tyranny of 
others, our liberty of conscience is abridged, we do 
wisely and well to call in to our aid the legitimate 
power of the state to whom we owe allegiance, 
and, whatever be our religious opinions, the state 
is bound to shield us from the molestation to 
which the maintenance of them may expose us. 


Thus far, then, we suppose there will be no 
difference of opinion between us and our corre- 
spondents. ‘Their error seems to us to consist in 


tion are correlatives, and that where we owe our 


be 


obedience, there, and there alone, may we seek for 
defence against aggression. The prerogatives of 
Ceesar are limited, as is also his jurisdiction. Had 
Paul appealed from the oppression of the Roman 
government to some powerful barbarian state, his 
case might wth far more appositeness be cited in 
the present controversy. He called in the magis- 
trate to whom both he and his oppressors owed 
subjection, to exercise his proper functions in 


plication to him of the law which he was bound to | 
observe. In short, he sought that remedy which | 
his civil ruler could, at will, apply, and which | 
every principle of government bound him to! 
apply. | 

Now let us see the bearing of these observa- | 
tions upon the Talitian question. 

It need hardly be dwelt upon that the natives 
and missionaries at ‘Tahiti owed to the government 
of this country no allegiance whatever—and, con- 
sequently, had no demand upon it for protection. | 
During its period of heathenism they who ning | 
the gospel were obliged to content themselves with | 
such liberties as the rulers of that island might see | 
fit to grant; and assuredly, whatever the persecu- 
tions to which they were exposed, their only | 
appeal lay to the authorities within whose juris- | 
diction they had passed. —_ Britain had no right to | 
impose upon Tahiti British law, on behalf of those | 
who had de facto ceased to be British subjects. 
The case was not altered by the substitution of 
French for ‘Tahitian rule, by whatever crimes that 
substitution was brought about. ‘They who then 
came under the jurisdiction of France, and who 
recognised the magistracy which France had set 
up, were bound to seek a remedy for their wrongs 
at her nands; and any appeal to a foreign power 
was, in its essential nature, an appeal, not to 
Cesar, but to the sword. 

To the sword, we say—to war, in principle if 
not in fact. For although we see no inconsistency 
in Christians requiring of their rulers to employ 
such moral influence as they possess over other 
states in favour of religious liberty, we must main- 
tain that, throughout the present affair, the kind of 
influence which the Foreign Secretary was called 
upon to wield was that which is derived from a 
show of physical foree—from men-of-war and ¢tis™ 
ciplined armies. ‘The complaint that Great Britain ‘ 
had but a single ketch upon the naval station at 
Tahiti—the taunts leveled against Lord Aberdeen 
for truckling to Guizot—the shout of triumph 
raised upon Mr Pritchard’s appointment as consul 
at the Navigators’ Islands—and the hope expressed 
that returning missionaries would evoke a spirit 
from the religious world which no government 
would dare to resist—all evinced the same ten- 
dency. ‘There might have been no conscious in- 
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usto nodanger. Had its inhabitants remained in 
their heatheniyy or had they been proselyted by 
Jesuits, we should no more have expected the in- 
terposition of our own government to rescue it 
from foreign conquest, than we looked for it to 
prevent the colonisation of Algeria. ‘The only in- 
terest we take in Tahiti springs out of the success 
‘of our missions there; and all the zeal now 
wakened in its favour“is kindlea by an affection 
for the cause of evangelical protestantism. Great 
Britain would have had no pretence to interfere, 
but for the religious history and aspect of Tahiti; 
and had war ensued as the consequence ot warlike 
demonstration, religious opinions alone would 
have been the occasion of it. 

As yet, we see no escape from these conclusions ; 
and if they be true, they bear out and justify every 
remark on the subject which we may have felt it 
our duty to make. 


Britisn Anti-state-cuvurncen Association. —Dur- 
ing the last week, Mr Carlile, of Hackney, and Mr 
Forster, of Highgate, have been lecturing on behalf 
of this association—the former at “Enon chapel, 
Kdgeware road, Mr Jabez Burns, the minister of the 
place, in the chair; and the latter at Salters’ hall 
chapel, Cannon street, where Mr 8S. J. Davis, the 
pastor, presided. Of Mr Carlile’s we have spoken 
before; of Mr Forster’s, we believe we are expressing 
the opinion of the majority of his audience when we 
state, that he most clearly and satisfactorily demon- 
strated, that it is emphatically the religious duty of 
dissenters to seek the separation of the church from 
the state: ave, and of all true Christians, too, 


reasoning it was admirable; the fallacies attempted 
to be palmed upon the people especially the pre- 
tence, that it is the duty of rulers to provide a reli- 
cion for the state-—were ably exposed and cloquently 
denounced; while the apathy of dissenters was 
traced up to its cause. ‘The following resolution 
was moved by Mr Gi. Simmons, and seconded by 
Mr J. C. Williams, and unanimously adopted by 
the audience :— 

* That the cordial thanks of this meeting be presented 
to Mr Forster, for the clear and powerful argmments ad 
vanced in nis lecture on *‘The legal abolition of stat. 
churches, the religious duty of dissenters ;’) and this 
meeting desires to express an earnest hope that all 
Christian persons attached to voluntary churches, and 
favourable to the cause of scriptural truth, will support 
the British Anti-state-church Association in the useful 
and indispensable efforts it is now making to promote 
right views, and awaken Chris'ian action, among the 
metropolitan churches, in reference to the duty of dis- 
senters at the present eventful crisis.”’ 

Mr Forster, in the course of his lecture, alluded to 
the important fact, that most of our elementary and 
other school-books were pervaded by churchism ; 
so that the youthful mind imperceptibly imbibed the 
pernicious influence, which, for want of suitable 
training and guidance, became, unconsciously, per- 
haps, cherished, and then defended, as truth. ‘This 
is an enormous evil; one which is daily and, hourly 
diffusing itself throughout the length and breadth 
of the empire; the children of dissenters and chureh- 
men being alike the subjects thereof. In illustra- 
tion of this, we may state, that we know a respectable 
day-school, in the heart of this great city, where the 
church catechism is taught indiscriminately to every 
child, several of -whom are the offspring of dissent- 
ing parents, as a part of the educational system— 
. while even the spelling-book contains, not only the 
catechism, but the creed, and other parts of the 


church educational literature. ‘The forthcoming 
tract (to be published next Friday) is from the pen 
of Dr David Young, of Perth, and is entitled, 
‘*The Law of Christ for the Maintenance and Ex- 
tension of his Church,’ 


Cuurcn Ratres.—Amongst the cases likely to 
occupy the attention of the Criminal Court at ow 
next assizes, is an indictment against William Pud- 
well, an inhabitant of St Botolph’s parish, Cam- 
bridge, for disobedience of an order of magistrates 
for the payment of a church rate. We believe thia 
Ahere is no previous instance of such an indietment 
Bidwell is to be defended by subscription, and the 


tention of appealing to the sword—-but it was 
clearly the power of the sword, rather than of per- 
suasion, that the friends of missions looked to for 


rescuing ‘Tahiti from the Bripe of her oppressor. | 


They might hope that it would suffice for the go- 


'vernment of this country to show its teeth, but it 


was to the teeth, not the tongue, that they trusted 
for redress. 

And the sword, had it been employed in this 
instance, would have been en Bie 


“arl of Radnor has contributed £5. It will be re- 
collected that Bidwell was one of the witnesses 
against Mr Kelly in the late election petrtion. Mr 
Gumming is retained for the prosceution, aud Myr 
QO’ Malley and Mr Burcham for the detence.—Cam. 
bridge Advertiser, 

Tragic Scenr.—At the late tithe audit held at 
Briston in the county of Norfolk, the following cir- 
cumstance occurred. ‘The vicar, his curate, the 


in support of | 


estes surgeon, and a jovial party of drink-loving 
armers, haying dined together, continued oyer their 


state-church service. Verily, we necd an anti-state- | 
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cups till a late hour, and though many of the party 
had drunk to excess the parson proposed that one 
shilling each should be spent for what is termed ‘the 
good of the house.’’ This was yery reluctantly oom- 
ome with ; and the result was that one poor tih- 

appy man, asmay farmer, became gteatly inebriated, 
and going from rooms where his party were 
sitting, fell from the top of the stair-caae and frac- | 
tured his skull. He was carried to his home and 
died in a few hours, A humane neighbour, who 
went to see him in this deplorable condition, found 
another farmer lying in the high-road entirely help- 
less through the drink taken in company with these 
““successors of the apostles.’’ The parish clerk also, 
who was one of.this riotous and drunken company, 
was found in his own yard exposed to the — 
rain, where he would in all probability have perishe 
had not a kind-hearted person residing near been 
attracted by his groans to the spot, and helped him 
into hisown house. On the following day a coronet’s 
inquest was held: the verdict as usual in such cases 
was “accidentaldeath.” Query :— What wouldithave 
been had his death been occasioned by the careless 
driving of some rude team-man? In all probability 
manslaughter ; the culprit committing the act dealt 
with according to law, and a deodand put upon the 
Waggon; but here no notice is taken of the inn- 
keeper who had violated his license by allowing 
tippling in his house, and thereby incurred a heavy 
penalty. The quiet manner in which this outra 
on common decency was passed over, can only Se 
accounted for from the frequency of such occur- 
rences.—F rom a Correspondent. 


Tue Surpiice Question.—Mr Allaston Burgh, 
vicar of the united parishes of St Lawrence Jewry 
and St Mary Magdalene, Milk street, in the city, 
has refused to abandon the Puseyite innovations, 
notwithstanding the intimation made him that such 


&@ course was contrary to the wishes of his parish- 
ioners. 


Tue Late Oxrorp Convocation.—The address to 
the pructors, thanking them for putting their nega- 
tive upon the proposed condemnation of Tract 90, 
in convocation on the 13th ult., has received the 
names of upwards of 450 members of convocation, 
including many distinguished individuals: —~—Se- 
ceders from the University :—In consequence of the 
votes of convocation on the 13th ult., the Rev. 
Thomas Meyrick, M.A., scholar of Corpus Christi 
college, and the Rev. B. C. Bridges, M.A., of Oriel 
college, have resigned their academiecal appoint- 
ments, and altogether withdrawn from the Univer- 
sity. Mr Meyrick took a first class in classics in 
Michaelmas term, 1838, and has lately been engaged 
upon a legendary work, edited by Mr Newman, 
called ‘‘ Lives of the Saints.’’—Chroniele. 


Mr Lichfield, the churchwarden of the Round 
church, Cambridge, has appealed to the Privy 
Council against the late decision of Sir H. J. Fust, 
prohibiting the erection of the stone altar. 


Tue Innovations at FatmMouta.—Mr Symonds 
curate of Falmouth, has intimated to the church- 
wardens of that parish that he has the permission of 
the rector (still resident on the continent), to dis- 
continue the use of those observances which have 
created so much bitter feeling among his congre- 
gation. 


Tue German Catuoric Cxurca.—tThe following 
is the confession of faith adopted by the followers of 
John Ronge :— 


1, We throw off the allegiance to the Bishop of Rome 
and his whole establishment, 

2. We maintain full liberty of conscience, and contemn 
every compulsion, falsehood, and hypocrisy. 

3. The basis and the contents of the Christian belief 
are the Bible. 

4. The free investigation and interpretation is not to 
be restrained by external authority. 

5. As the essential contents of our faith, we lay down 
the following symbols :— 


‘IT believe in God the Father, who has created 
the world by his omnipotent word, and whe 
cya it in wisdom, justice, and love. 

‘‘] believe in Jesus Christ our Savour, who, by 
his doctrine, his life, and death, has saved us 
from bondage and sin. 

‘** I believe in the working of the Holy Ghost on 
earth, a holy universal Christian church, for- 
giveness of sin, and life everlasting. Amen.” 


6. We recognise only two sacraments as instituted by 
Christ--baptism and the Lord’s supper. 

7. We uphold infant baptism, and receive, by solemn 
act of confirmation, as self-acting members of the con- 
gregation, those persons who are sufficiently instructed 
in the doctrines of faith. 

8. The Lord’s Supper will be distributed to the con- 
gregation, as instituted by Christ, in both forms. Auri- 
cular confession is rejected. 

9. We recognise marriage as an institution ordained 
by God, and therefore to be kept holy by man; we 
maintain for it the sanction of the church, and consider, 
with regard to the conditions and restrictions applying 
to it, the laws of the state alone as binding. 

10. We believe and confess that Christ is the only 
mediator between God and man; we reject, therefore, 
the invocation of saints, the adoration of relics and 
images, the remission of sins by the priest, and all pil- 
grimages. 

11. We believe that the so-called good works have 
only value, in so far they are the emanation of Christian 


sentiments ; we reject, therefore, all commands of 


fasting. 


12. We believe and confess that it is the first duty of 
the Christian to manifest his faith by works of Christian 


love, 


bbdb' ay ermany and Poland is on the increase. 
ew sade been burned in effigy, with as 
of his manifestoes as could be collected, 
ata in the vicinity of Coblentz.— 


My pean Sirn—There ap 
@found of opposition to Me 


Correspondence. 


MR JAMES'S PROPQSAL FOR AIDING 
MU RCHES IN THE. CHOICE OF 


es’8 scheme whieh his 
not yet been referred to. I beg to be allowed to make a 
few remarks upon it, as well as upon some other of the 
features of this scheme. 
I think that many will be disposed to admit, that 
among our ministers there ere very few indeed who 
possess much of what is called worldly wisdora—of the 
wer of judgment of men andthings. “ly es 
fn ministerial qualification to manage .he irs of 
churehes, destitute or not, would lead me to the opinion, 
that of all men in the world ministers are the least 
likely to judge of the ministerial and pastoral qualifica. 
tions of their brethren—least fitted to administer to the 
necessities of ‘‘ destitute’’ churches—and least fitted to 
regulate the order and artangements of associated be- 
lievers (Acts vi. 4). It may be said, that there is no in- 
tention of constituting the board of ‘‘ ordained’’ men 
But, in my pint requires very little sagacity and 
foresight to discoves, that such a new institution as Mr 
James proposes, must speedily (if not altogether, at 
first, which is not unlikely) be under the control of or- 
dained men. 
Weare tcld, “ The pulpit is the pivot, so far as means 
are concerned, on which our whole system turns.” I 
have no sympathy with this notion. If such be the case, 
I for one regretit. Would to God that, in every case, 
this pivot were the principle of piety in the church—the 
mind of the church—the labours of the church. A re- 
vived church is our only hope. Let but the church be 
revived, and while the proper influence of means in or 
through the minister will, as an ordination of God, be 
more regarded, the spiritual prosperity of our Zion will 
be, as it ought, more independent of such uncertainties 
as humanly-ordained pivots. 
My experienee leads me to the conclusion, that the 
most useful ministers among ‘‘ the smaller churches in 
retired places’’—those for whose welfare Mr James 


fully employed to counteract this evil? Connected with 
most of our churches there exist a number of small asso- 
ciations, which are so many auxiliaries to our large pub- 
lio societies. Now it has hitherto been eonsidered that 
A PASTOR, | their only ~_ is zealonsly to ve pe ew to vue 
“g ;' | money to arent @ecieties, and regeive their reports 

: To the Editor of the Nonconformist. én a : Peat assured that whatever has been done 


s toMe to be One other | is rig 


wrely this ig doing only half their duty. I 
think that, whilst they shetild cotdially and liberally 
support these important societies, they should also see 
that their money is well spent ; they should constantly 
watch their proceedings, and whenever they observe a 
misapplication of funds or influence, or a violation of 
any great moral principle of the Bible, they should im- 
mediately and openly protest against it, and remonstrate 
with the committee. To exemplify these remarks, 1 
shall refer to two well-known cases—viz., the Bible So- 
ciety and the London Missionary Society, In the case 
of the first-mentioned institution, the committee not 
only declined assisting Dr Campbell and others in de- 
stroying that monstrous iniquity—worthy of pepal dark- 
ness and feudal tyranny—the bible monopoly, but sided 
with the monopolists, and aided with all their influence 
the parties who checked the free diffusion of the word 
of God for their own selfish profit. 

In the case of the London Missionary Society, whose 
object it is to diffuse among the heathen the 2 of 
the Prince of Peace, the directors have adopted, In the 
Tahiti question, a line of policy calculated to plunge 
this nation into a war with France. Instead of en- 
deavouring to obtain justice for Pomare and her subjects 
by purely moral means, they fostered a warlike spirit, 
and endeavoured to arouse national prejudices and pas- 
sions. 

Should not auxiliaries watch such cases, freely diseuss 
their merits, and, when needful, manfully and openly 
condemn them? There are many who think it wrong 
to find fault with the proceedings of these societies, lest 
it should injure their revenues ; but it is true in religion 
as well as business, that honesty is the best policy ; and, 
in the long run, it will appear that an unwillingness to 
examine defects, and a disinclination to apply remedies, 
will not advance the true interests of these institutions. 
For the great objects which these and kindred societies 
have in view I feel the liveliest sympathy, and for the 
talented men who conduct them I entertain deep re- 


seems especially anxious—are those who have been 
schooled in Town Mission or Home Mission labour. A | 
college education, much as it is in many respects to be | 
valued, has not here, in the north, appeared to justif 
the superior opinion maintained of ‘‘ properly qualified” 
men. I cannot but think that the opinion of a man, 
holding such views of the ministerial character as are 
comprised in the following, will be guardedly received. 
Mr James says, “‘ The captain of the vessel is removed, 
and the chief mate is at his wit’s end how to navigate 
the ship.”” The leveling doctrine of the gospel—* all 
ye are brethren cannot here but be lost sight of. As 
Christ alone is the head of the church, so is he alone the 
captain of every association formed in his name. Much 
is said in Mr James’s letter to remove the fear of en- 
croachment on the proper independency of churches. 
Very little is, or indeed can be said, of such a system, 
to remove the fear of encroachment on the ministry it- 
self. Even as to churches, we are told the danger is 
only distant “‘so long as they understand their own 
principles.” Of the nature of this ‘‘ understanding”’ the 
conduct of many of our churches on the anti-state-church 
question affords lamentable proof. I anticipate that the 
carrying out of the propounded scheme would do much 
to increase ministerial influence in quarters where al- 
ready it is too much felt: it is well known, that in almost 
ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, the minister 
is the great impediment to right action on this question. 


We are urged to the adoption of this scheme by this 
consideration— surely it is not the part of wisdom to 
reject good things, because evil may be grafted upon 
them.”” The goodness or badness of things can only be 
judged of by their tendencies. Nothing ought to be 
judged of apart from these; and my opinion is, that the 
tendency of this scheme is to cause to be set up among us 
the worst features of presbyterianism, without ensuring 
its redeeming or qualifying properties. In the “ ap- 


to take cognisance of the case of ‘‘ destitute churches ”’ 
(probably their cognisance would not long be confined to 
their “ destitution ’’), we have a near approach to local 
presbyteries. Then, “ there needs something more than 
this.” ‘They (the county association) do not know 
where to find a suitable successor for their departed 
brother [and I fear they would be assisted to this con- 
clusion by the “ power” next authorised], and how, then, 
shall they advise the destitute church? What shall they 
do? To whom, in the emergency shall they apply? 
Here, then, I ask the question, whether there could not 
be a committee in London, appointed by the Congrega- 
tional Union, who should become acquainted with our 
churches that need ministers, and ministers and students 
that need churches, to whom application should be made 
through the medium of the county association.’’ Here 
we have a very clumsy substitute for the synod, with 
all the most important safeguards against ministerial 
synodical oppression left out. Mr Editor, do you think 
that the names of ministers who “ understand their own 
principles,’’ and who, consequently, advocate the claims 
of associations formed to further them, would have their 
names inserted in schedule A of this centralised regu- 
lating power ? 

I should wish for further opportunity to comment upon 
this scheme. The times in which we live are dangerous, 
from the almost universal tendency to centralisation, 
The world will try, and is invited to try, to keep the af- 
fairs of the episcopal sect in order, and a pretty mess 
they make of it. Let not our churches, professedly and 
avowedly free from state trammels, place others upon 
itself equally unseriptural, equally unlikely to further its 
best and real interest. Let us be guarded in time against 
admitting what may prove, after the good men who wish 
to promote it, and who have no desire for, or expectation 
of, the evil results which may, and assuredly will, follow 
it, are gone—an open door to disquiet and misrule. 

Yours truly, 


Kendal, Feb. 14, 1845. AN INDEPENDENT, 


CONSERVATISM OF ERROR. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformis!. 

Dear Sir—It is now some time since you referred, 
in the Nonconformist, to the conservatism with which 
our public religious societies, and especially their secre- 
taries, appear to be imbued. 


Does not there exist a power which may be very use- 


pointed committee of the county association,” who are | 


spect; but I remember that “to err is human,” and 
that ‘“‘the best of men are but men at best.” 
I throw out these hints to your numerous readers ; and 
that they may be acted on is the earnest wish of 
A COLLECTOR FOR THE LONDON 
| MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Tooting, Feb. 16, 1840. 
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PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 


Church of England, for arranging differences in, 1. 
Education (Ireland), for alteration of system, 2. 
Game Laws, for repeal of, 1. 

Local Courts, for establishment of, 7. 

Lord’s Day, for the better observance of, v. 

Malt Tax, for repeal of, 4. 

Medical Practice bill, for alteration, 26. 

Navy, against increase of, 2. 

Sica | Tax, against renewal of, Lo. 

Public Houses, for restricting the numbers, 1] 

St Asaph and Bangor Dioceses, against union of, 2 
Sugar, for alteration of duties, 4 

Tobacco, for reduction of duty on, 1. 

Window Tax, for repeal of, 5. 


BILLS READ A FIRST TiME. 
Roman Catholic Relief bill. 
oe Tax bill. 
Stamp Duties Assimilation bill. 


a ee 


CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 
Constables (Seotland) bill. 


BILL READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED 
Constables (Scotland) bill. 


ae 


oe 


DEBATES. 
Wednesday, Feb. 19. 
EXTENSION OF THE INCOME TAX TO IRELAND. 


resumed, 

Mr Rorsuck moved, as an addition to Sir Robert 
Pecl’s resolution, ‘* That the provisions of the said 
act, as far as regards the tax on property, be ex- 
tended to Ireland.”’ It is a true principle in taxa- 
tion that every man should pay according to his 
means ; and he called on Sir Robert Peel to justify 
the remarkable deviation from that principle in 
omitting Ireland from a tax imposed upon England, 
Wales, and Scotland. He called upon the English 
country gentlemen, who say that they feel for their 
tenants and labourers, and aver that their own 
means, and therefore the wages of their labourers, 
are lowered by this tax, to aid him in extending it 
to Ireland: they are the predominant interest in the 
House, and he asked them to pluck up courage, and 
no longer crawl upon their bellies, as they were 
doing, telling the minister that he had hurt them, 
and then asking him, with bated breath, to kiss the 
place! He called upon the manufacturing interest 


lighted with Sir Robert Peel’s scheme—for Manches- 
ter has been bribed, Glasgow, Newcastle, and Sun- 
derland. They profess, however, sympathy for 
their labouring people, who work twelve hours a 
day; saying that they cannot lessen the hours of 
labour, nor give more wages, because they are so 
burdened with taxation. A very touching state- 
ment! But why do they not diminish the imposi- 
tions on the English labourer, as they might do by 
helping him to put this tax on the landlords of Ire- 
land? He did not appeal to the Irish landlords—as 
he was not a money-lender, they were beyond any 


| appeal from him; and Colonel Conolly had come 


there, with a solemn face, avowing that he con- 
sidered ita mighty benefit that the English people 
should pay taxes for him: but Mr Roebuck appealed 
to those who pretend to represent the Irish people, 
to 2 Fang Soc proposition should not be ted, 
 t0 sell ve Ireland from the stamp duties, and place 


‘The committee of ways and means having been. 


to support his proposition. They seem to be de-. 


ry ° 


oro oN 


Jigs eB r 
Piet Se a 
Fe. aaa: PER ee sai ER ER eee See 


1845. ] 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


127 


a tax upon the landlords of the country. When he 
gave notice of his motion, Mr Sheil advised him to 
read Burke on the conciliation of America. What 
was on Mr Sheil’s mind? Revolution. Burke's 
grand argument, however, was, that America was 
not represented in that House; but can it be said 
that Ireland is not represented? [Mr Suu: Not 
equally.}] Notequally! Some members had been 
given to Ireland: where were re! at that moment ? 
{Mr Hume: What is the use of their being here ?— 
Mr Rogsuck: What is the use! Why, has not Mr 
Hume sat in this house in a minority almost all his life ; 
and has he done no good [cheers]? Shame on the 
cowards who had deserted the people of Ireland on the 
very spot where their battle was to be fought, because 
their vanity was wounded at not being able to raise a 
cheer—because they were unable, from their own per- 
sonal insignificance (of course he did not include Mr 
O’Connell in this), to gain the attention of the House 
(cheérs]. That he took to be the rationale of Cencilia- 
tion hail.) 

In Ireland there are no assessed taxes. The 
Englishman must pay a tax on his horse—the Irish 
landowner may bring as many as he likes to London, 
and still he pays no tax: he may go to Belgium, the 
Rhine, Vienna, Naples, without paying a single tax. 
How gay his position! how happy his state! He 
who looked at all these things as they affected the 
peasant, the merchant, and the professional man of 
this country, could not but turn round to those gay 
lords of many thousands, and ask them how they 
could face any English House of Commons and 
boast of the advantage they derived from an income 
tax on the people of England. 

Some members supported the amendment on 
general grounds. Mr Wrtuiams contended that the 
tax ought at least to be paid by the recipients of 
public money in Ireland—of which the Lord Lieu- 
tenant receives £20,000, the judges and officers of 
the law courts £158,000; while the bank of Ireland, 
which receives interest on £2,000,000 lent to govern- 
Ment, pays no income tax like the bank of England. 
Mr Heme met objections by arguing that it was no 
new (additional) tax which it was proposed to lay 
on Ireland ; but that Sir Robert Peel’s scheme con- 
sisted in the substitution of an income tax for other 
taxes remitted, shifting the mode of taxation, and 
laying the burden on those who can pay it, to the 
— benefit of the poor, and Ireland, sharing the 

enefit, ought to take her share of the tax. The 
amendment, however, would never have been 
3. se of but for Colonel Conolly’s speech on 
Monday. Mr SHarman Crawrorp, although per- 
sonally interested the other way, could not, as an 
English member, refuse his vote to a proposition 
that would relieve the working classes of the empire. 

A few of the agricultural members responded to 
the appeal which had been madetothem. Sir Joun 
TyRreELt said that he was ready to pluck up courage 
and vote with Mr Roebuck. He animadverted on 
the way in which some parties regard the treasury 
benches almost as family seats [cheers]. If the pre- 
sent ministers left them, those who had not long be- 
fore been expelled would soon fill them: there seems 
to be a pretty good understanding between the lead- 
ers. ‘The members of the late government frequently 
support the present ministers on the voluntary prin- 
ciple, while Sir John and his friends often support 
them on the compulsory principle [laughter]. n- 
less the country is much deluded, a negotiation had 
been going on between Lord John Russell and the 
leaders of Conciliation hall: was the negotiation in 
such a state as to enable the noble lord to lay the 
proceedings on the table of the House? [laughter]. 
The object was, of course, to obtain the co-operation 
of the noble lord; and had time been allowed, the 
walls of parliament would already have rung with 
cries of ‘‘ Justice to Ireland ’’—not heard from the 
lips of one man only—and the beautiful and often- 
quoted lines, 

‘* Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not, 
Unless yu yourselvesstrike the blow youcannot be free?”’ 
fasest laughter. | 

All of the agricultural members, however, did not 
support the proposition. Mr Newpegeare did not 
see, as the agriculturists of England complain that 
they can scarcely support the tax, how it could be 

laced upon a poorer country ; and he believed that 
t would prove in productiveness a most miserable 
substitute for the taxes now imposed. He began 
vehemently to denounce the ‘‘ foul calumnies’”’ and 
‘* gross libels ’’ in which Mr Roebuck had indulged 
towards the country gentlemen; when Mr CHar.ess 
BuLuer rose to order, and the CuatrMan (Mr Greene) 
yoenemnaee such terms too strong; on which Mr 
ewdegate apologised for any disrespect shown to 
the House. 

The amendment was opposed by the Irish mem- 
bers generally. 

Mr Sueit defended his absent colleagues, though 
he did not approve their policy in staying away: 
they thought it better to array the people of Lreland 
in a united mass, in order to a gentle ‘* pressure 
from without,” than to make unavailing speeches in 
this House. Mr Warburton wished the income 
tax to be perpetual ; Mr Roebuck, universal: ‘ Eter- 
nity!’’ cries the voice from Kendal—‘“ Infinity! ”’ 
cries the voice from Bath; and, spreading the blister 
over the whole imperial frame, Mr Roebuck would 
extend schedule A to impoverished and emaciated 
Ireland. Mr Sheil then took Mr Roebuck to task :— 

My hon. friend has intimated that I meant more in 
speaking of Edmund Burke and of America than I ex- 
pressed. 1 was sufficiently intelligible, and do not 
shrink from the construction which my hon. friend has 
put upon the reference, which he thinks it adventurous 
on my part to have made. But I might have referred 
the member for Bath to the authority of another great 
statesman—the distinguished advocate of Lower Canada 
and its assembly in this House lgreat laughter fand 
cheering]. Of that eminent person the member for Bath 
may think humbly, but everybody else must form the 


highest estimate of him [laughter and cheers]. In the | the member for Bath was a fitting type of the old 


epeeches of the champion of Lower Canada principles 
will be found which it were well if the member for Bath 
were to apply practically to Ireland. He warned the 
overnment not to lay their hands on the revenue of 
wer Canada—I warn him not to attempt to extort from 
Ireland a revenue which she cannot rd, and which 
we ought not to be compelled to pay. 


He would show how a vast accession of income 
might be raised from Ireland :— 


If you will but endeavour to adapt your institutions to 
Ireland, instead of labouring to adapt Ireland to your 
institutions [loud eheers]—in that antithesis you will 
find that a great deal of truth is condensed—if, I repeat, 
instead of adapting Ireland to your institutions, you do 
but try to adapt your institutions to Ireland—if, instead 
of inflicting a wep pS! tranquillity, you confer a per- 
pe soa you will obtain from Ireland a revenue far 
exceeding anything which, by the torture of this inquisi- 
torial imposition, it would be possible for you to obtain. 
Peace, true peace — founded upon justice, and 
equality, and national contentment, has an enriching 
as well as a civilising and ameliorating attribute. Peace 
will pay you large import duties (cheers]—peace will 
consume in abundance sugar, and coffee, and tea, and 
every article on which a eharge will remain—peace will 
draw from the earth twice its ordinary return, and, while 
it shall give you more food, will take more of your manu- 
factures in return [cheers]—peace will enlarge and give 
security to that market which is already the best you 

ossess—peace will open a wider field to your laborious 
industry and your commercial enterprise ; and for every 
benefit you confer upon us, for every indulgence you 
shall show us, for every gift you bestow upon us, with an 
usury incalculably rolitable, by peace you will be repaid 
[loud and continued cheers]. 


Several other Irish members warmly opposed the 
motion. Lord Brernarp argued, that there is no 
machinery in Ireland to collect the tax; that the 
provisions by which tenant farmers, paying less than 
£300 rent, do not pay it in England, would apply to 
the greater part.of the land in Ireland where the 
farms are small; and that, in fact, the tax would 
produce very little. Lord CasTLERgacu, to show 
that Irish landlords resident in England pay the tax, 
said that he paid £80 a-year, although he possessed 
not a single acrein England. Mr Ross and Sir H. 
W. Barron also spoke against the resolution. 


Sir R. Peet strenuously opposed the amendment. 
He began by bantering Mr Hume, who had quite 
put himself out of court by his allusion to Colonel 
Conolly’s speech :— 

I admire that hon. member (Mr Hume) for his seal 
and his industry, and, differing as 1 do from that hon. 
gentleman on political questions, 1 do say that he has 
rendered great services to the country [loud cheers}. I 
am a political opponent of that hon. gentleman, who 
never gave me a Vote in his life; but 1 am only antici- 
pating the judgment of a grateful posterity [‘* Hear,” 
and a laugh} when I| say that, actuated by high, pure, 
patriotic, disinterested motives, he has rendered im- 
portant services to the country [hear, hear]. But that 
hon. member who, for the last forty years, has devoted 
careful attention to questions of finance, admits, that if 
he had not been provoked by a foolish speech [a laugh] 
it would never have occurred to him to support the ap- 
plication of the tax to Ireland (hear, hear]. Now, is 
that a principle for a — senator to act upon [laugh- 
ter]? He had heard Colonel Conolly’s speech with dis- 
may, foreseeing the use that would be made of it; but 
he was surprised at the change which it had effected in 
Mr Hume’s views. At the first view, if the tax were 

rmanent, it seemed just to extend it to lreland. But 
in 1841 ministers carefully considered the application of 
an income-tax to that country, and they calculated that, 
with the expense of eollecting an income-tax upon a 
period of three years, a stamp duty, and the additional 
spirit duty, would be more productive. Of the £700,000 
produced by the cotton duty Ireland only pays £114, 
though it must be allowed, as a qualiffcation of that 
comparison, that most of the cotton used in Ireland is 
first imported into Liverpool; in Great Britain, the auc- 
tion duty yields £270,000—in Ireland, £11,700; in Great 


. Britain, the glass duties yield £574,000—in Ireland, 


£5,747: these figures show that, although Lreland may 
ultimately benefit by the remission of duties, Great 
Britain will derive by far the greater present advantage. 
Nor was the present proposition one of equal taxation, 
since it was proposed to limit the tax in Ireland to land. 
Let the English members take an indulgent view of 
things—relinquish their own particular advantages, and 
they would be amply repaid in reciprocal good-will, en- 
gendered by their kindness and consideration for a peo- 
ple of inferior wealth. 


Mr Serceant Murpuy made a very witty speech 
at the expense of Sir John Tyrrell. 

There was one speech, however, which possessed a 
high degree of excellence, and that was the speech of 
the hon. representative of the agriculturists of Essex 
(Sir J. Tyrrell). While he admired the incongruous 
combination that had been entered into between the 
hon, member for Bath and the hon. baronet, he must be 
allowed to award the palm of excellence to the speech of 
the latter hon, member (Sir J. Tyrrell). To that hon. 

entleman he would apply the remarks that the right 
fon. baronet at the head of the government applied to 
the hon. mover of the address to her Majesty at the com- 
mencement of this session. The right hon. baronet 
then said, “‘ My hon. friend who has spoken to-night I 
trust will remember what he has accomplished; and 
when he has met with the general approbation of all 
parties, he must not forget that he has acquired respon- 
sibility by his success. He has a long, and I trust an 
honourable career before him. He has proved this day 
that he has the ability of distinguishing himself in the 
public service, and, unless he avails himself of those op- 
portunities of exertion and distinction which he can 
command, he will greatly disappoint the hopes formed 
respecting him by the evidence he has given of great 
ability, great moderation, — judgment, and great 
discretion” [great laughter from all parts of the House 
accompanied the reading of this quotation]. How he 
envied the agreeable occupation of his hon. and learned 
friend, combining thedouble function of Pan and Mer- 
cury~and driving before him to the new lobby so thriv- 
ing a flock. : 

* osreaes sregem Viridi compellere hibisco.” 


Still he could not, on the prevent occasion, feel that 


| quotation— 


“ Who drives fat cattle should himeelf be fat !” 


| The hon. member for Essex had instanced his present 


position as one akin to that which, like misery, made 
one acquainted with strange bed fellows. He wondered 
if he looked upon the hon. member for Bath as one of 
the “ lively crawlers” to whom he had made such sf 
ficant allusion [laughter]. Whatever was the result of 
all that had been said, he must be allowed to characterise 
the present as an extraordinary juxtaposition. At the 
same time, he would exclaim with Caractacus to Clau- 
dius, ‘‘ Why do rat with so heavy a tail here, envy us 
with our small tail at home’’ [laughter] ? 

Mr BiacksToneE and Colonel Sistuorr would sup- 

rt Mr Roebuck’s amendment. Lord PauMunrsron, 
in an energetic speech, opposed it om the ground of 
its being impolitic and unwise to extend the income 
tax to Ireland at the present time. 

After a spirited rep yee Mr Roebuck, the com- 
mittee divided, and Roebuck’s amendment was 
negatived, by 275 to 33. 
The committee again divided on the main question 
—ayes, 228; noes, 30: majority in favour of Sir 
Robert Peel’s resolution to continue the income tax 
and the Irish stamp duties, 198. 


Thursday, Feb. 20th. 
POST OFFICE ESPIONAGE. 


The discussion on Mr Duncombe’s motion, ad- 
journed from Tuesday night, was resumed by 

Mr Monckton Muitnzs, who declared his intention 
of supporting the motion. He stated that he had 
traveled on the continent since the disclosures of 
last year, and they had te much discredit on 
this country. He contrasted the present with former 
times, when Elizabeth gave an asylum to refu 
from the tyranny of Philip the Second, and when 
the French refugees of the revolution found safety 
here; and he compared England now with France, 
where Carlists, Italians, and Poles, equally find re- 
fuge, and where M. Guizot has dec , in the 
Chamber of Deputies, that, as far as he knows, the 
communications by post are absolutely secure. In 
Germany, Mr Milnes saw bills posted on the walls, 
and heard songs sung, derogatory to the English 
name. The conduct of government has not been 
such as to secure them from unfounded suspicions. 
It was said of old that Cusar’s wife must not only 
be pure, but be above suspicion; yet, if that distin- 
guished personage had taken; every es 
placing herself in an equivocal position, and 
cloaked her simplest ee cp in the gravest mys- 
tery, she could scarcely have expected to remain to- 
tally above suspicion. Mr Milnes thought that Mr 
Duncombe had a right to demand an answer to his 
question. He had acquired influence over a large 
mass of the people, and he had been mixed up 
with persons who had been suspected, or even 
some who had come under sentence of the law [Mr 
Duncombe cried, ‘‘No—name!’’"]—Mr Lovett, for 
whom Mr Milnes had a great respect, was one; and 
therefore there might be a reason for opening his 
letters; but he had a right to know it. 

Mr Macavtay said that he could not vote for the 
resolution, because that and the speech of the mover 
implied censure on the secret committee, in which 
he did not concur. Moreover, he did not see the 
necessity for further inquiry into the general sub- 
ject, which he thought already ripe for legislation. . 

[e could perceive no distinction between a letter 
received and one in transit--the secrets of both 
should be equally sacred; and he regarded the 
seizure of the letter as equivalent to a seizing of pa- 
pers in a man’s house. He would leave with the 
Secretary of State power to take and open any letter ; 
but he would require him, after a certain fixed time, 
to send that letter, unless retained in order to some 
judicial proceeding, with a stamp showing that it 
had been opened. Surreptitious seizure of letters 
and such espionage may be convenient—torture has 
been useful in detecting great crimes ; but that is no 
snfficient reason why it should be re-introduced into 
our jurisprudence. The experience of many years 
shows that the benefits arising from the strict ob- 
servation of the security and secresy of private life, 
without the exercise of arbitrary power, much more 
than counterbalance all the advantages to be derived 
from a contrary system. Setting aside the general 
question, and limiting the view to the simple charge 
of opening Mr Duncombe’s letters, he seemed en- 
titled to inquiry. Last year, ministers professed to 
constitute the committee on new principles of pe- 
culiar fairness ; excluding members of the govern- 
ment, of the late government, and Mr Duncombe— 
all the parties ‘interested :’”’ but in the committee 
of the Lords they did not scruple to admit members 
of both governments; showing that, in the Com- 
mons, their object was to exclude Mr Duncombe. 
Every member of parliament ought to be regarded 
as a part of ‘ the grand inquest of the nation :” that 
he is liable to receive perhaps hot-headed com- 
plaints of grievance, shows that he does his duty: 
such correspondence ought to be peculiarly sacred 
from inspection. If Mr Duncombe had compromised 
the safety of the state, he ought no longer to bea 
member of parliament; if innocent, the least repara- 
tion to him was fair inquiry and frank acknow- 
ledgment. | 

r James Worriuy was both the first and the 
most ardent of the evening in opposing the motion. 
He declared the power of opening letters to be per- 
fectly constitutional, since originally the office of 
conveying letters lay exclusively with the Crown ; 
and the practice is universal in every state of Europe. 
If Mr Duncombe meant that there been no war- 
rant from the secretary of state, his course should 
have been to impeach the government. He did not 
wish to draw invidious comparisons ; but in 1831 and 
1832, we saw riots increase till cities were in flames; 
in 1837, tumults swelled to treason; and in 1899, a 
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cups till a late hour, and though many of the party 
had drunk to excess the parson proposed that one 
shilling cach should be spent for what is termed ‘the 
good of the house.’’ This was very reluctantly com- 
plied with; dnd the result was that one poor un- 
happy man, asmall farmer, beeame greatly inebriated, 
and going from the rooms where his party were 
sitting, fell from the top of the stair-caae and frac- 
tured his skull. He was carried to his home and 
died in a few hours, A humane neighbour, who 
went to see him in this deplorable condition, found 
another farmer lying in the high-road entirely help- 
less through the drink taken in company with these 
‘“ successors of the apostles.’’ The parish clerk also, 
who was one of this riotous and drunken company, 
was found in his own yard exposed to the drenching 
rain, where he would in all probability have perished 
had not a kind-hearted person residing near been 
attracted by his groans to the spot, and helped him 
into hisown house. On the following day a coroner’s 
inquest was held: the verdict as usual in such cases 
was ‘‘accidentaldeath.”” Query: —What wouldit have 
been had his death been occasioned by the careless 
driving of some rude team-man? In all probability 
manslaughter ; the culprit committing the act dealt 
with according to law, and a deodand put upon the 
waggon ; but here no notice is taken of the inn- 
keeper who had violated his license by allowing 
tippling in his house, and thereby incurred a heavy 
penalty. ‘The quiet manner in which this outrage 
on common decency was passed over, can only be 
accounted for from the frequency of such occur- 
rences.——From a Correspondent. 


THe Sunpiice Question.—Mr Allaston Burgh, 
vicar of the united parishes of St Lawrence Jewry 
and St Mary Magdalene, Milk street, in the city, 
has refused to abandon the Puseyite innovations, 
notwithstanding the intimation made him that such 


a course was contrary to the wishes of his parish- 
1oners. : 


Tur Late Oxrorp Convocation.—The address to 
the pructors, thanking them for putting their nega- 
tive upon the proposed condemnation of Tract 90, 
in convocation on the 13th ult., has received the 
names of upwards of 450 members of convocation, 
including many distinguished individuals. --—— Se- 
ceders from the University :—In consequence of the 
votes of convocation on the 13th ult., the Rev. 
Thomas Meyrick, M.A., scholar of Corpus Christi 
college, and the Kev. B. C. Bridges, M.A., of Oriel 
college, have resigned their academiecal appoint- 
ments, and altogether withdrawn from the Univer- 
sity. Mr Meyrick took a first class in classics in 
Michaelmas term, 1838, and has lately been engaged 
upon a legendary work, edited by Mr Newman, 
called ‘* Lives of the Saints.’’—-Chroniele. 


Mr Lichtield, the churchwarden of the Round 
church, Cambridge, has appealed to the Privy 
Council against the late decision of Sir H. J. Fust, 
prohibiting the erection of the stone altar. 


Tuer Iynovations at FaLMouTH.-—-Mr Symonds 
curate of Falmouth, has intimated to the church- 


-wardens of that parish that he has the permission of 
the rector (still resident on the continent), to dis- | 


continue the use of those observances which have 
created so much bitter feeling among his congre- 
vation, 

Tur Gerwan Catrnoric Caurca.—The following 
is the confession of faith adopted by the followers of 


John Ronge :— 


1. We throw off the allegiance to the Bishop of Rome 


and his whole establishment. 


2. We maintain fullliberty of conscience, and contemn 


every compulsion, falsehood, and hypocrisy. 


3. The basis and the contents of the Christian belief 
are the Bible. 
4. The free investigation and interpretation is not to 
be restrained by external authority. 
. As the essential contents of our faith, we lay down 
the following symbols : 


‘*T believe in God the Father, who has created 
the world by his omnipotent word, and who 

overns it in wisdom, justice, and love. 

‘* I believe in Jesus Christ our Savour, who, by 
his doctrine, his life, and death, has saved us 
from bondage and sin. 

‘* I believe in the working of the Holy Ghost on 
earth, a holy universal Christian church, for- 
giveness of sin, and life everlasting. Amen.” 


6. We recognise only two sacraments as instituted OR 


Christ—-baptism and the Lord’s supper. 

7. We uphold infant baptism, and receive, by solemn 
uct of confirmation, as self-acting members of the con- 
gregation, those persons who are sufficiently instructed 
in the doctrines of faith. 

8. ‘The Lord’s Supper will be distributed to the con- 
yregation, as instituted by Christ, in both forms. Auri- 
cular confession is rejected, 

9. We recognise marriage as an institution ordained 
by God, and therefore to be kept holy by man; we 
maintain for it the sanction of the church, and consider, 
with regard to the conditions and restrictions applying 
to it, the laws of the state alone as binding, 

10. We believe and confess that Christ is the only 
mediator between God and man; we reject, therefore, 
the invocation of saints, the adoration of relies and 
images, the remission of sins by the priest, and all pil 
yrimages. | 

Ll. We believe that the so-called good works have 
only value, in so far they are the emanation of Christian 
sentiments ; we reject, therefore, all commands of 
lasting. 

12. We believe and confess that it is the tirst duty of 
the Christian to manifest his faith by works of Christian 


@umotion which this new doctrine has pro- 
m-Germany and Poland is on the increas 

eady been burned in effigy, with as 
f his manifestoes as could be collected, 
asanta in the vicinity of Coblentz.-— 
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Correspondence. 


MR JAMES'S PROPOSAL FOR AIDING 
GHURCHES IN THE CHOICE OF A PASTOR. 


To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 
My pear Sirn—There appears tome to be one other 


not yet been referred to. I beg to be allowed to make a 
few remarks upon it, as well as upon some other of the 
features of this scheme. 

I think that many will be disposed to admit, that 
among our ministers there are very few indeed who 
possess much of what is called worldly wisdomm—of the 
power of judgment of men and things. My experience 
in ministerial qualification to manage the affairs of 
churehes, destitute or not, would lead me to the opinion, 
that of all men in the world ministers are the least 
likely to judge of the ministerial and pastoral qualifica 
tions of their brethren—least fitted to administer to the 
necessities of ‘‘ destitute’? churches—-and least fitted to 
regulate the order and arrangements of associated be- 
lievers (Acts vi. 4). It may be said, that there is no in- 
tention of constituting the board of ‘‘ordained”’ men, 
But, in my opinion, it requires very little sagacity and 
foresight to Besover, that such a new institution as Mr 
James proposes, must speedily (if not altogether, at 
first, which is not unlikely) be under the control of or- 
dained men. 

We are told, ‘‘ The pulpit is the pivot, so far as means 
are concerned, on which our whole system turns.” I 
have no sympathy with this notion. If such be the case, 
[ for one regretit. Would to God that, in every case, 
this pivot were the principle of piety in the church—the 
mind of the church—-the labours of the church. A re- 
vived church is our only hope. Let but the church be, 
revived, and while the proper influence of means in or 
through the minister will, as an ordination of God, be 
more regarded, the spiritual prosperity of our Zion will 
be, as it ought, more independent of such uncertainties 
as humanly-ordained pivots. 


My experience leads me to the conclusion, that the 
most useful ministers among ‘“ the smaller churches in 
retired places’’—those for whose welfare Mr James 
seems especially anxious——are those who have been 


college education, much as it is in many respects to be 
valued, has not here, in the north, appeared to justify 


the superior opinion maintained of ‘‘ properly qualified” 
“men. [cannot but think that the opinion of a man, 
holding such views of the ministerial character 1s are 
comprised in the following, will be guardedly received. 
Mr James says, “ The captain of the vessel is removed, 


the ship.”” The leveling doctrine of the gospel—-‘ all 
ye are brethren’’—cannot here but be lost sight of. As 
Christ alone is the head of the church, so is he alone the 
captain of every association formed in his name. Much 
is said in Mr James’s letter to remove the fear of en- 
croachment on the proper independency of churches. 
Very little is, or indeed can be said, of such a system, 
to remove the fear of encroachment on the ministry it- 
self. Even as to churches, we are told the danger is 
only distant “‘so long as they understand their own 
principles.”’ 


question affords lamentable proof. 1 anticipate that the 
carrying out of the propounded scheme would do much 
to increase ministerial influence in quarters where al- 
ready it is too much felt: it is well known, that in almost 
ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, the minister 
is the great impediment to right action on this question. 

We are urged to the adoption of this scheme by this 
consideration—“ surely it is not the part of wisdom to 


reject good things, because evil may be gratted upon | 
them.’’ The goodness or badness of things can only be | 
judged of by their tendencies. Nothing ought to be | 


judged of apart from these; and my opinion is, that the 


tendency of this scheme is to cause to be set up among us | 


the worst features of presbyterianism, without ensuring 
its redeeming or qualifying properties. In the ‘ ap- 
pointed committee of the county association,” who are 
to take cognisance of the case of ‘‘ destitute churches ”’ 


presbyteries. ‘Then, * there needs something tuore than 
this.” They (the county association) do not know 
where to find a suitable successor for their departed 
brother [and I fear they would be assisted to this con- 
clusion by the ** power’”’ next authorised], and how, then, 
shall they advise the destitute church? What shall they 
do? To whom, in the emergency shall they apply : 
Here, then, I ask the question, whether there could not 
be a committee in London, appointed by the Congrega- 
tional Union, who should become acquainted with our 
churches that need ministers, and ministers and students 
that need churches, to whom application should be made 
throughthe medium of the county association."” Here 
we have a very clumsy substitute for the synod, with 


synodical oppression left out. Mr Editor, do you think 
that the names of ministers who “ understand their own 
principles,’’ and who, consequently, advocate the claims 
of associations formed to further them, would have their 
names inserted in schedule A of this centralised regu- 
lating power ? 

1 should wish for further opportunity to comment upon 
this scheme. The times in which we live are dangerous, 


The world will try, and is invited to try, to keep the af- 
fairs of the episcopal sect in order, and a pretty mess 
they make of it. Let not our churches, professedly and 


uvowedly free from state trammels, place others upon 
itself equally unscriptural, equally unlikely to further its 
best and real interest. Let us be guarded in time against 
admitting what may prove, after the good men who wish 
to promote it, and who have no desire for, or expectation 
of, the evil results which may, and assuredly will, follow 
it, are gone—ai open door to disquiet and misrulc 
Yours @uly 
heudal, keb. 1A, ld4do., AN INDEPENDENY 


CUNSERVATISM OF ERROK 
To the Editor of the Nonconformis/, 


Dear Sirn—lt is now some time since vou referred, 
in the Nonconformist, to the conservatism with which 


taries, appear to be imbued. 


ground of opposition to Mr James’s scheme whieh has | 
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schooled in Town Mission or Home Mission labour. A 


and the chief mate is at his wit’s end how to navigate | 


Of the nature of this “‘ understanding” the | 
conduct of many of our churches on the anti-state-church | 


(probably their cognisance would not long be contined to | 
their ‘‘ destitution ’’), we have a near approach to local | 


all the most important safeguards against ministerial | : 
Be : ee Ms 4 _means, and therefore the wages of their labourers, 
} 


_ are lowered by this tax, to aid him in extending it 


lighted with Sir 


| derland. 


| gerous, | place ! 
from the almost universal tendency to centralisation. | 
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fully employed to counteract this evil? Connected with 
most of our churches there exist a number of small asso- 
ciations, which are so many auxiliaries to our large pub- 
lic societies. Now it has hitherto been considered that 
their only duty is zealously to collect and duly to remit 
money to the parent societies, and receive their reports 
in return, and rest assured that whatever has been done 
is right. Surely this is doing only half their duty. I 
think that, whilst they shenld cordially and liberatly 
support these important societies, they should also see 
that their money is well spent ; they should constantly 
watch their proceedings, and whenever they observe A 
misapplication of funds or influence, or a violation of 
any great nioral principle of the Bible, they should im- 
mediately and openly protest against it, and remonstrate 
with the committee. ‘lo exemplify these remarks, 1 
shall refer to two well-known cases—viz., the Bible So- 
ciety and the London Missionary Society. In the case 


' of the first-mentioned institution, the committee not 


only declined assisting Dr Campbell and others in de 
stroying that monstrous iniquity—worthy of papal dark- 
ness and feudal tyranny—the bible monupoly, but sided 
with the monopolists, and aided with all their influence 
the parties who checked the free diffusion of the word 
of God for their own selfish profit. 

In the case of the London Missionary Society, whose 
object it is to diffuse among the heathen the gospel of 
the Prince of Peace, the directors have adopted, in the 
Tahiti question, a line of policy calculated to plunge 
this nation into a war with France. Instead of en- 
deavouring to obtain justice for Pomare and her subjects 
by purely moral means, they fostered a warlike spirit, 
and endeavoured to arouse national prejudices and pas 
sions. 

Should not auxiliaries watch such cases, freely diseus 
their merits, and, when needful, manfully «nd openly 
condemn them? There are many who think it wrong 
to jind fault with the proceedings of these societies, lest 
it should injure their revenues ; but it is true in religion 
as well as business, that honesty is the best policy ; and, 


in the long run, it will appear that an unwillingness to 


examine defects, and a disinclination to apply remedies, 
will not advance the true interests of these institutions 
For the great objects which these and kindred societies 
have in view I feel the liveliest sympathy, and for the 
talented men who conduct them I entertain deep re- 
spect; but L remember that “to err is human,” and 
that ‘‘the best of men are but men at best.” 

[ throw out these hints to your numerous readers ; and 
that they may be acted on is the earnest wish of 

A COLLECTOR FOR THE LONDON 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
looting, Feb. 15, 1840. 
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PETITIONS FOR THE WEER. 

Church of England, for arranging differences in, 1 
Education (Ireland), for alteration of system, 2. 
Game Laws, for repeal of, 1, 
Loeai Courts, for establishment of, 7. 
Lord’s Day, for the better observance oi, 2 
Malt ‘Tax, for repeal of, 4. 
Medical Practice bill, for alteration, 2€ 
Navy, against increase ot, 2. 
Property Tax, against renewal of, Lu. 
Public Houses, for restricting the numbers, 1} 
| St Asaph and Bangor Dioceses, against union of, 2 
Sugar, for alteration of duties, 4. 
‘Tobacco, for reduction of duty on, 1. 
Window Tax, for repeal of, 5. 

BILLS READ A FIKSi TiMe 
Mout Catholie Relhef bill. 
Vroperty Tax bill. 
Stamp Duties Assimilation bill. 


ee 


~—— ——- 


CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 
Coustabies Seotland) bill. 
KiLhk READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED 
Constables (Scotland) bill. 


—_—-—- - ——— ——— -- - 


DEBATES. 
Wednesday, Feb, 14. 
UXTESSION OF THE INCOME TAX TO IRELAND 

‘the committee of ways and means having been 
resumed, 

Mi Khor suck moved, as an addition to Sir Robert 
t‘ecl’s resolution, ‘* That the provisions of the said 
act, as far as regaids the tax on property, be ex- 
tended to Ireland.” It isa true principle in taxa- 
tion that every man should pay according to his 
means; and he called on Sir Robert Peel to justify 
the remarkable deviation from that principle in 
omitting Ireland from a tax imposed upon England, 
Wales, and Scotland. He called upon the English 
country gentlemen, who say that they feel for their 
tenants and labourers, and aver that their own 


to lreland: they are the predominant interest in the 
Ilouse, and he asked them to pluck up courage, and 
no longer crawl upon their bellies, as they were 


and then asking him, with bated breath, to kiss the 
He called upon the manufacturing interest 
to support his Rain te They seem to be de- 


| 
| doing, telling the minister that he had hurt them, 
| 
{ 
| 


obert Peel's scheme-—for Manches- 
ter has been bribed, Glasgow, Neweastle, and Sun- 
They profess, however, sympathy for 
their labouring people, who work twelve hours a 
day; saying that they cannot lessen the hours of 
labour, hor give more wages, because they are so 
burdened with taxation. A very touching state- 
ment! But why do they not diminish the imposi- 
tions on the English labourer, as they might do by 
helping him to put this tax onthe landlords of Ire- 
land? He did not appeal to the Lrish landlords —as 
he was not a money-lender, they were beyond any 
appeal from him; and Colonel Conolly had come 
there, with a solemn face, avowing that he con- 
sidered it a mighty benefit that the English people 


| should pay taxes for him: but Mr Roebuck appealed 
our public religious societies, and especially their secre- to these who pretend to represent the Irish people, 


to say why his proposition should not be adopted, 


Does not there exist a power which may be very use | to relieve Jreland from the stamp duties, and place 
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a tax upon the landlords of the country. When he 
gave notice of his motion, Mr Sheil advised him to 
read Burke on the conciliation of America. What 
was on Mr Sheil’s mind? Revolution. Burke’s 
grand argument, however, was, that America was 
not represented in that House; but can it be said 
that Ireland is not represented? (Mr Suuiz: Not 
equally.}] Not equally! Some members had been 
given to Ireland: where were they at that moment ° 

(Mr Hume: What is the use of their being here ?— 
Mr Rorsuck: What is the use! Why, has not Mr 
Hume sat in this house in a minority almost all his life ; 
and has he done no good [cheers]? Shame on the 
cowards who had deserted the people of Ireland on the 
very spot where their battle was to be fought, because 
their vanity was wounded at not being able to raise a 
cheer—because they were unable, from their own per- 
sonal insignificance (of course he did rot include Mr 
O’Connell in this), to gain the attention of the House 


eoree That he took to be the rationale of Cencilia- 
tion hall.) 
In Ireland there are no assessed taxes. The 


Englishman must pay a tax on his horse—the Irish 
landowner may bring as many as he likes to London, 
and still he pays no tax: he may go to Belgium, the 
Rhine, Vienna, Naples, without paying a single tax. 
How gay his position! how hapvy his state! He 
who looked at all these things as they affected the 
peasant, the merchant, and the professional man of 
this country, could not but turn round to those gay 
lords of many thousands, and ask them how they 
could face any English House of Commons and 
boast of the advantage they derived from an income 
tax on the people of England. 

Some members supported the amendment on 
general grounds. Mr Wittiain contended that the 
tax ought at least to be paid by the recipients of 
public money in Ireland—of which the Lord Lieu- 
tenant receives £20,000, the judges and officers of 
the law courts £158,000; while the bank of Ireland, 
which receives interest on £2,000,000 lent to govern- 
ment, pays no income tax like the bank of England. 
Mr Heme met objections by arguing that it was no 
new (additional) tax which it was proposed to lay 
on Ireland ; but that Sir Robert Peel’s scheme con- 
sisted in the substitution of an income tax for other 
taxes remitted, shifting the mode of taxation, and 
laying the burden on those who can pay it, to the 
great benefit of the poor, and Ireland, sharing the 
benefit, ought to take her share of the tax. The 
amendment, however, would never have been 
thought of but for Colonel Conolly’s speech on 
Monday. Mr SuHarman Crawrorp, although per- 
sonally interested the other way, could not, as an 
English member, refuse his vote to a proposition 
that would relieve the working classes of the empire. 

A few of the agricultural members responded to 
the appeal which had been madetothem. Sir Joun 
TYRRELL said that he was ready to pluck up courage 
and vote with Mr Roebuck. He animadverted on 
the way in which some parties regard the treasury 
benches almost as family seats [cheers]. If the pre- 
sent ministers left them, those who had not long be- 
fore been expelled would soon fill them: there seems 
to be a pretty good understanding between the lead- 
ers. ‘The members of the late government frequently 
support the present ministers on the voluntary prin- 
ciple, while Sir John and his friends often support 
them on the compulsory principle [laughter]. Un- 
less the country is much deluded, a negotiation had 
been going on between Lord John Russell and the 
leaders of Conciliation hall: was the negotiation in 
such a state as to enable the noble lord to lay the 
proceedings on the table of the House? [laughter]. 
The object was, of course, to obtain the co-operation 
of the noble lord; and had time been allowed, the 
walls of parliament would already have rung with 
cries of ‘* Justice to Ireland ’’—not heard from the 
lips of one man only—and the beautiful and often- 
quoted lines, 

‘* Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not, 
Uniess y°u yourselvesstrike the blow youcannot be tree:”’ 
[great laughter. | 

All of the agricultural members, however, did not 
support the proposition. Mr Newpegeate did not 
see, as the agriculturists of England complain that 
they can scarcely support the tax, how it could be 
placed upon a poorer country ; and he believed that 
it would prove in productiveness a most miserable 
substitute for the taxes now imposed. He began 
vehemently to denounce the * foul calumnies”’ and 
*‘ gross libels’’ in which Mr Roebuck had indulged 
towards the country gentlemen; when Mr CHARLES 
BULLER rose to order, and the CHAIRMAN (Mr Greene) 
pronounced such terms too strong; on which Mr 
Newdegiate apologised for any disrespect shown to 
the House. 

The amendment was opposed by the Irish mem- 
bers generally. 

Mr Sue defended his absent colleagues, though 
he did not approve their policy in staying away: 
they thought it better to array the people of Lreland 
in &@ united mass, in order to a gentle ** pressure 
from without,’”’ than to make unavailing speeches in 
this House. Mr Warburton wished the income 
tax to be perpetual ; Mr Roebuck, universal: ‘ Eter- 
nity!’ cries the voice from Kendal—* Infinity! ”’ 
cries the voice from Bath; and, spreading the blister 
over the whole imperial frame, Mr Roebuck would 
extend schedule A to impoverished and emaciated 
[reland. Mr Sheil then took Mr Roebuck to task :-— 

My hon. friend has intimated that I meant more in 
speaking of Edmund Burke and of America than I ex- 
pressed. 1 was sufficiently intelligible, and do not 
shrink from the construction which my hon. friend has 
put upon the reference, which he thinks it adventurous 
on my part to have made. But I might have referred 
the member for bath tothe authority of another great 
statesman—the distinguished advocate of Lower Canada 
and its assembly in this House [great laughter fand 
cheering]. Of that eminent person the member for Bath 
may think humbly, but everybody else must form the 


highest estimate of him [laughter and cheers}. In the 
speeches of the champion of Lower Canada principles 
will be found which it were well if the member for Bath 
were to apply practically to Ireland. He warned the 
pitas on not to lay their hands on the revenue of 


ower Canada—I warn him not to attempt to extort from | 


Ireland a revenue which she cannot 
we ought not to be compelled to pay. 


He would show how a vast accession of income 
might be raised from Ireland :— 


If you will but endeavour to-adapt your institutions to 
Ireland, instead of labouring to adapt Ireland to your 
institutions [loud cheers]—in that antithesis you will 
find that a great deal of truth is condensed—if, I repeat, 
instead uf adapting Ireland to your institutions, you do 
but try to adapt your institutions to Ireland—if, instead 
of inflicting a temporary tranquillity, you confer a per- 
petual peace, you will obtain from Ireland a revenue far 
exceeding anything which, by the torture of this inquisi- 
torial imposition, it would be possible for you to obtain. 
Peace, true peace — peace founded upon justice, and 
equality, ia national contentment, has an enriching 
as well as a civilising and ameliorating attribute. Peace 
will pay you large import duties [cheers]—peace will 
consume in abundance sugar, and coffee, and tea, and 
every article on which a eharge will remain—peace will 
draw from the earth twice its ordinary return, and, while 
it shall give you more food, will take more of your manu- 
factures in return [cheers]—peace will enlarge and give 
security to that market which is already the best you 
possess—peace will open a wider field to your laborious 
industry aud your commercial enterprise ; and for every 
benefit you confer upon us, for every indulgence you 
shall show us, for every gift you bestow upon us, with an 
usury incalculably profitable, by peace you will be repaid 
(loud and continued cheers]. 

Several other [rish members warmly opposed the 
motion. Lord Brrnarp argued, that there is no 
machinery in Ireland to collect the tax; that the 
provisions by which tenant farmers, paying less than 
£300 rent, do not pay it in England, would apply to 
the greater part of the land in Ireland where the 
farms are small; and that, in fact, the tax would 
produce very little. Lord CasTLeREacu, to show 
that Irish landlords resident in England pay the tax, 
said that he paid £80 a-year, although he possessed 
not a single acre in England. Mr Ross and Sir H. 
W. Barron also spoke against the resolution. 


Sir R. Peet strenuously opposed the amendment. 
He began by bantering Mr Hume, who had quite 
put himself out of court by his allusion to Colonel 
Conolly’s speech :— 

I admire that hon. member (Mr Hume) for his zeal 
and his industry, and, differing as 1 do from that hon. 
gentleman on political questions, 1 do say that he has 
rendered great services to the country |loud cheers]. | 
am a political opponent of that hon. gentleman, who 
never gave me a vote in his life; but 1 am only antici- 
pating the judgment of a grateful posterity |‘ Hear,”’ 
and a laugh] when | say that, actuated by high, pure, 
patriotic, disinterested motives, he has rendered im- 
portant services to the country (hear, hear]. But that 
hon. member who, for the last forty years, has devoted 
careful attention to questions of finance, admits, that if 
he had not been provoked by a foolish speech [a laugh] 
it would never have occurred to him to support the ap- 
plication of the tax to Ireland [hear, hear]. Now, is 
that a principle fora great senator to act upon [laugh- 
ter]? He had heard Colonel Conolly’s speech with dis- 
may, foreseeing the use that would be made of it; but 
he was surprised at the change which it had etlected in 
Mr Hume's views. At the first view, if the tax were 
permanent, it seemed just to extend it to lreland, But 
in 1841 ministers carefully considered the application of 
an income-tax to that country, and they calculated that, 
with the expense of collecting an income-tax upon a 
period of three years, a stamp duty, and the additional 
spirit duty, would be more productive. Of the £700,000 
produced by the cotton duty Ireland only pays £114, 
though it must be allowed, as a qualiffeation of that 
comparison, that most of the cotton used in Ireland is 
first imported into Liverpool; in Great Britain, the auc- 
tion duty yields £270,000—in Ireland, £11,700; in Great 
Britain, the glass duties yield £574,000—in Ireland, 
£5,747: these figures show that, although Ireland may 
ultimately benefit by the remission of duties, Great 
Britain will derive by far the greater present advantage. 
Nor was the present proposition one of equal taxation, 
since it was proposed to limit the tax in Ireland to land. 
Let the English members take an indulgent view of 
things—relinquish their own particular advantages, and 
they would be amply repaid in reciprocal good-will, en- 
gendered by their kindness and consideration for a peo- 
ple of inferior wealth. 


Mr Serceanr Muxreuy made a very witty speech 
at the expense of Sir John Tyrrell. 


There was one speech, however, which possessed a- 


high degree of excellence, and that was the speech of 
the hon. representative of the agriculturists of Essex 
(Sir J. Tyrrell). While he admired the incongruous 
combination that had been entered into between the 
hon. member for Bath and the hon. baronet, he inust be 
allowed to award the palm of excellence to the speech of 
the latter hon. member (Sir J. Tyrrell). To that hon. 
gentleman he would apply the remarks that the right 
hon. baronet at the head of the government applied to 
the hon. mover of the address to her Majesty at the com- 
mencement of this session. ‘The right hon. baronet 
then said, ‘‘ My hon. friend who has spoken to night 1 
trust will remember what he has accomplished; and 
when he has met with the general approbation of all 
parties, he must not forget that he has acquired respon- 
sibility by his success. He has a long, and J trust an 
honourable career before him. He has proved this day 
that he has the ability of distinguishing himself in the 
public service, and, unless he avails himself of those op- 
portunities of exertion and distinction which he can 
command, he will greatly disappoint the hopes formed 
respecting him by the evidenee he has given of great 
ability, great moderation, great judgment, and great 
discretion’ (great laughter from all parts of the House 
accompanied the reading of this quotation]. How he 
envied the agreeable occupation of his hon. and learned 
friend, combining the double function of Pan and Mer- 
cury—~—and driving before him to the new lobby so thriv- 
ing a flock. 
* memes gregem Viridi compellere hibiseo.” 


Still he could not, on the prevent occasion, feel that 


ord, and which | 


-ficant allusion laughter]. 


the member for Bath was a fitting type of the old 
quotation— 


“Who drives fat cattle should himself be fat!’ 


The hon. member for Essex had instanced his present 
position as one akin to that which, like misery, made 
one acquainted with strange bed feilows. He wondered 
if he looked upon the hon. member for Bath as one of 
the “ lively crawlers” to whom he had made such signi- 
Whatever was the result of 


all that had been said, he must be allowed to characterise 


———— ane 


the present as an extraordinary juxtaposition. At the 
same time, he would exclaim with Caractacus to Clau- 
dius, ‘*‘ Why do you, with so heavy a tail here, envy us 
with our small tail at home’’ [laughter] ? 

Mr BiacksTonrF and Colonel SistHorP would sup- 
port Mr Roebuck’s amendment. Lord PatMgrston, 
in an energetic speech, opposed it on the ground of 
its being impolitic and unwise to extend the income 
tax to Ireland at the present time. 

After a spirited reply from Mr Roebuck, the com- 
mittee divided, and Nr Roebuck’s amendment was 
negatived, by 275 to 33. 

‘The committee again divided on the main question 
—ayes, 228; noes, 30: majority in favour of Sir 
Robert Peel’s resolution to continue the income tax 
and the Lrish stamp duties, 198. 


Thursday, Feb, 20th. 
POST OFFICE ESPIONAGE. 

The discussion on Mr Duncombe’s motion, ad- 
journed from ‘Tuesday night, was resumed by : 

Mr Monckton MILnes, who declared his intention 
of supporting the motion. He stated that he had 
traveled on the continent since the disclosures of 
last year, and they had brought much discredit on 
this country. He contrasted the present with former 
times, when Elizabeth gave an asylum to refugees 
from the tyranny of Philip the Second, and when 
the French refugees of the revolution found safety 
here; and he compared England now with France, 
where Carlists, Italians, and Poles, equally find re- 
fuge, and where M. Guizot has declared, in the 
Chamber of Deputies, that, as far as he knows, the 
communications by post are absolutely secure. In 


Germany, Mr Milnes saw bills posted on the walls, 


and heard songs sung, derogatory to the English 
name. The conduct of government has not been 
such as to secure them from unfounded suspicions. 
It was said of old that Cesar’s wife must not only 
be pure, but be above suspicion; yet, if that distin- 
guished personage had taken every oe of 
placing herself in an equivocal position, and had 
cloaked her simplest proceedings in the gravest mys- 
tery, she could scarcely have expected to remain to- 
tally above suspicion. Mr Milnes thought that Mr 
Duncombe had a right to demand an answer to his 
question. He had acquired influence over a large 
mass of the people, and he had been mixed up 
with persons who had been suspected, or even 
some who had come under sentence of the law (Mr 
Duncombe cried, ‘* No—name !’’|—Mr Lovett, for 
whom Mr Milnes had a great respect, was one; and 
therefore there might be a reason for opening his 
letters; but he had a right to know it. 

Mr Macavtay said that he could not vote for the 
resolution, because that and the speech of the mover 
implied censure on the secret committee, in which 
he did not concur. Moreover, he did not see the 
necessity for further inquiry into the general sub- 
ject, which he thought already ripe for legislation. 
He could perceive no distinction between a letter 
received and one in transit--the secrets of both 
should be equally sacred; and he regarded the 
seizure of the letter as equivalent to a seizing of pa- 
pers in a man’s house. He would leave with the 
Secretary of State power to take and open any letter ; 
but he would require him, after a certain fixed time, 
to send that letter, unless retained in order to some 
judicial proceeding, with a stamp showing that it 
had been opened. Surreptitious seizure of letters 
and such espionage may be convenient—torture has 
been useful in detecting great crimes ; but that is no 
snfficient reason why it should be re-introduced into 
our jurisprudence. The experience of many years 
shows that the benefits arising from the strict ob- 
servation of the security and secresy of private life, 
without the exercise of arbitrary power, much more 
than counterbalance all the advantages to be derived 
from « contrary system. Setting aside the general 
question, and limiting the view to the simple charge 
of opening Mr Duncombe’s letters, he seemed en- 
titled to inquiry. Last year, ministers professed to 
constitute the committee on new principles of pe- 
culiar fairness ; excluding members of the govern- 
ment, of the late government, and Mr Duncombe—- 
all the parties *‘interested :’’ but in the committee 
of the Lords they did not scruple to admit members 
of both governments; showing that, in the Com- 
mons, their object was to exclude Mr Duncombe. 
Every member of parliament ought to be regarded 
as a part of “the grand inquest of the nation :’’ that 
he is lable to receive perhaps hot-headed com- 
plaints of grievance, shows that he does his duty : 
such correspondence ought to be peculiarly sacred 
from inspection. If Mr Duncombe had compromised 
the safety of the state, he ought no longer to bea 
member of parliament; if innocent, the least repara- 
tion to him was fair inquiry and frank acknow- 
ledgment. 

Mr James Worviny was both the first and the 
most ardent of the evening in opposing the motion. 
He declared the power of opening letters to be per- 
fectly constitutional, since originally the office of 
conveying letters lay exclusively with the Crown ; 
and the practice is universal in every state of Europe, 
lt Mr Duncombe meant that there had been no war- 
rant trom the secretary of state, his course should 
have been to impeach the government. He did not 
wish to draw invidious comparisons; but in 1831 and 
1832, we saw riots increase till cities were in flames ; 
iw 1837, tumults swelled to treason; and in 1899, 4 
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9onspiracy was discovered in Yorkshire of so dange- 
rous a nature that hand-grenades and infernal ma- 
chines were produced in a court of justice. Suppose 
a letter from a ringleader of those disturbances had 
been found ; was it not to be opened because it was 
addressed to a member of parliament? Sir James 
Graham merited the eternal gratitude of the country 
for his conduct during the insurrection in the north. 

Warp was for limiting the inquiry to Mr 
Duocombe’s case; believing the power of opening 
letters: under proper checks necessary to a govern- 
ment,,and disliking the gross exagverations which 
had been indulged in against Sir James Graham. 
He ne weir that some member of more influence 
than himself should move an amendment thus re- 
stricting the inquiry. 

Lord Joun Manners enforced that view: depre- 
cating the notion that any vote relating to ques- 
tions personal to an individual member was to be 
made the touchstone of “ confidence”’ in ministers ; 
for then, the sooner some new Cromwell came in 
and said, “‘ Take away that bauble,” the better. 


Mr Cuaxres Butter enlivened the pleadings for 
the‘motion with a number of pleasant sallies. He 
likened Sir James Graham, talking, with folded 
arms, in tones of solemn deprecation, about public 
duties not allowing him to reveal the secret—about 
no force compelling it from his breast, and so forth— 
to'“‘ Socrates before his judges.”’ 

I must say I think that, when this simple question 
was raised, when the very justifiable curiosity of the 
public and of the House was excited on the subject, 
everything would have gone right if the hon. secretary 
of state for the home department had been able to give a 
civil answer to a very plain question (a laugh). The 

t hon, baronet (Sir J. Graham) was asked whether 

Hag opened the letters of my hon. friend (Mr T. 
3 whether they had been opened under his 
. e'was no great use in any disguise on the 
paiVerthe yight hon. baronet. Hesa ; he stated all the 
oltoumstatices before the committee ; they knew all about 
it! /Seeresy, therefore, was not in his power ; if the 
committee had chosen to give us any information on the 
subject, they could have done so. But the right hon. 
baronet really has a morbid passion for unpopularity 
laughter), which he does take the most unjustifiable 
means of gratifying [renewed ae tend One would 
think the right hon, baronet gets enough of it without 
going out of his way to obtain more laughter) One 
would think there was no necessity for his courting any 
unnecessary unpopularity [continued laughter]. But 
when this question was asked, instead of simply an- 
swering it, a course which would have ended all discus- 
sion on the subject, the right hon. baronet puts on the 
air of Socrates before his judges, he assumes the tone of 
injured innocence (laughter], and declares that his pub- 
lic Auty will not allow him to reveal a secret, which no 
force shall extort from him [‘‘hear,” and laughter]. I 
don’t think the right hon. gentleman wasright there. I 
believe we shall get at the secret [a laugh]. I think I 
can back the hon. member for Finsbury (Mr Duncombe) 
for getting the information we want [laughter]. The 
right hon. baronet has tried this scheme before; he has 
assumed precisely the same tone; he has declared the 
same determination, on the ground of public duty, not 
to make any statement, or answer any question on the 
aubject. The consequence of this declaration was that 
the hon. member (Mr Duncombe) stuck to the right 


hon. baronet [a laugh]; he obtained the committee of | 


last session; and the subject he mooted was fully ex- 
plained in this house. I must say—adopting the tone 
now generally taken by hon. gentlemen on this side of 
the house—as a sincere friend of the government 
(laughter]—that the right hon. baronet would have 
spared himself a great deal of anxiety and trouble, and 
have spared this House a great deal of unnecessary 
talking (a laugh]—if he had done at first what I am 
eonsneed he will eventually be obliged to do [renewed 
ter]. 

r Sipnzsy Herbert made a brief and nervous 
speech ; describing Sir James Graham as a man 
with his hands tied, and thus struck at; and calling 
on the House of Commons not to lend itself to—he 
would not say cowardly, but personal and invidious 

ution. Lord Sanpon reminded the House, 
that the report described the committee as having 
examined all the political warrants issued by the se- 
cretaries of state for the last twenty-two years, and 
as satisfied that in the issue ministers had been 
guided by no motive but anxiety to maintain the 
public peace. ae 
Lord Howick, notwithstanding the able speech 
just delivered, could not think the necessity of fur- 
ther inquiry disproved. He thought it best to narrow 
the point to Mr Macaulay's proposal. He would not 
throw blame on the committee, nor did he need in- 
formation from another. He did not seek to deprive 
the Secretary of State of the power, but he strongly 
objected to the practice of re-sealing letters after 
they had been opened, and defacing the post-mark, 
in order that the parties to whom they were addressed 
might be ignorant of the scrutiny which had taken 
place. He trusted they would not open the door 
longer to such a dangerous abuse. 

‘If that principle had been adopted fifteen years ago— 
if it were taken as a cause for opening the letters of a 
member of parliament that he went too far in expressing 
his opinions against the government, and if a judgment 
were to be formed from his public opinions, the letters of 
the right hon. baronet himself might be considered 
dangerous at that period (great laughter]. He (Lord 
H wiek) remembered, in those days when. he was con- 
siderably younger than now, and when he was, conse- 
quently, more eager in politics, he was acting with the 

ght hon. baronet, when, as in the case of the celebrated 

ch about “ birds of prey” [renewed laughter], the 
reht hon. baronet went a little further in exciting public 
opinion against the government of the day than was 
Poenape prudent or discreet [laughter and cheers]. The 
right hon. baronct'’s present colleague (Sir R. Peel) was 
then Secre of State, and although he might not have 
dis to exercise the power in 1830, yet there 
persons who yery likely thought that the corre- 
pence of the right hon. baronet would at that period 
gen well worthy of inspection [cheers and 


| 


He concluded by p ing an amendment on Mr 
Duncombe’s motion, that it having been alleged by 
a member in his place, that his letters have been 
opened, a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the allegation, and if the fact be established, to 
ascertain by what authority it had been done. 

Mr DisRaAkELi, in seconding the amendment, re- 
marked that, if it were indeed true that all this arose 
out of feelings of 90 ye hostility, it was but 
another illustration of what historians have celebrated, 
that frequently individual causes have been the 
means of vindicating great principles. ‘The proceed- 
ings in the case of general warrants were a parallel 
and a guide on the present occasion. Sir R. Peel 
had mapped out with painful and almost prophetic 

recision all the consequences that would have 

appened if Mazzini’s letter had not been intercepted ; 
greater consequences had not been deduced since the 
days of ‘‘the house that Jack built.” He then 
adverted to the political aspect of the question, with 
a sharp attack on Sir R. Peel. 

I disembarrass myself,then, of circumstances in which 
the government have not erred, and in which, had orn 
cael, the House would certainly have not decided wit 
rashness [hear, hear]. I have touched on the legal part 
of the case, on which the first minister founded half his 
reply ; and I come now to the political circumstances 
and considerations which formed the second head of his 
defence. The right hon. gentleman will pardon me for 
observing it, but he displayed on that occasion an un- 
usual warmth [‘ hear,” and alaugh]. I am aware that 
it by no means follows that the right hon. gentleman 
felt it [laughter]. The right hon. baronet has too great 
a mind, and fills too eminent a position, ever to lose his 
temper; but in a popular assembly it is sometimes ex- 
= to enact the part of the choleric gentleman [a 

augh]. I know from old experience that when one 
first enters the House, these exhibitions are rather alarm- 
ing, and I believe that some of the younger members 
were much frightened [laughter]; but I advised them 
not to be terrified. I told them that the right hon. 
baronet would not eat them up, would not even resign ; 
the very worst thing he would do would be to tell them 
to rescind a vote [loud cheering and shouts of laughter). 

The amendment which the noble lord has proposed 
seems to me to meet the exigency of the case. I am 
quite persuaded that her Majesty’s government will on 
consideration feel that it is no defeat, no discomfiture on 
their part to accede tothatamendment. It is not brought 
forward in a hostile spirit, as they may consider the 
motion of the hon. member for Finsbury. It is not 
brought forward in a hostile spirit; and, as far as I am 
concerned, it is not supported in a hostile spirit. We 
are making no attack upon the government [“ Hear, 
hear,” from Sir R. Peel}. Very well (hear, hear]. I 
don’t know what the right hon. gentleman means by his 
sarcastic cheer. Does he mean to say that the corre- 
spondence of the hon. member for Finsbury is of a nature 
dangerous to the stare? Does he mean to say that 
letters have been written so that honourable gentle- 
men by persons who have been implicated in designs 
against the state! Does he mean to say that that 
is the ground upon which he would oppose the proposi- 
ions before the House? Because, if he does, I can only 
say, that the chief minister of this country is often in 
correspondence with a gentleman who has been impli- 
cated in designs against the state (hear, hear]. I have 
heard the right hon. gentleman himself get up in his 
place in this house and say, that person was his friend, 
and that he was proud of his friendship (loud cheers}. 
Yes; one of the intimate friends of the right hon. gen- 
tleman was a member of Despard’s plot, and now holds 
office in the right hon. baronet’s administration. 

It was not, he said in conclusion, the battle of the 
member for Finsbury, but the battle of the House. 

Mr Rogervck put Mr Duncombe’s claim on the 
Home Secretary, who pleaded that he acted on his 
*‘ responsibility,”’ in this shape :—Sir James had a 
right to issue a warrant on his responsibility ; he 
had aright to say that he would not tell when or 
what was the advice on which he issued the war- 
rant; but he had no right to say to that House that 
he would not tell them whether or not he had issued 
a warrant; and the resolution then before them was 
to make him responsible to that House. Mr Roe- 
buck stated that, if he chose to follow Mr Dun- 
combe’s example, he might say that some of his 
own letters had been opened—at the beginning of 
1837, and in 1838. 

Mr Cotuetr having moved to adjourn the debate, 
Sir R. Peet demurred ; and, on a division, the ad- 
journment was rejected by 269 votes to 29, But 
more than 100 members having left the House, the 
adjournment took place. ‘ 


Friday, February 21st. 
POST OFFICE ESPIONAGE, 


The adjourned debate was again resumed. Mr 
Duncombe’s motion for inquiry was supported by 
Mr Joun Cotuetr, Mr Ferranp, Mr WiiuiaMs, Mr 
BLEwitt, and Mr Watson ; Lord Howick’s motion, 
for limited inquiry, by Lord Joun Ruvssex1, Sir 
Joun Hanmer, Sir Grorce Grey, Mr Jervis, and 
Mr Muniz; all inquiry was opposed by Mr Ripiey 
CoLzgornE, Mr Stxutt, Mr Cotqunoun, Mr BAIuuie 
CocurankE, Lord ClaupEe Hamitton, and Sir RoBert 
Pret. The same beaten ground was retraced, with 
scarcely a new idea in the way of argument. The 
SOLICITOR-GENERAL touched upon the law of the 
matter, but avowed that he did not consider the 
real question to turn upon that; and he made his 
most telling hit in an attack upon Mr D’Israeli; the 
reason for whose animosity to Sir James Graham 
was to be discovered in the confession that the 
Home Secretary had always treated him with kind- 
ness and courtesy. Mr Cocurane called upon Mr 
Duncombe to say how he obtained information that 
his letters had been searched. Lord CLaupr Hamit- 
TON drove that question home :— 

He had heard that the means by which the hon. gen- 
tleman had received information concerning the opening 
of his letters were certain persons employed in the Post 
office, who betrayed the trust and confidence reposed in 
them, and gave the hon. gentleman such information as 
he desired [hear, hear]. That might accoynt, in some 


degree, for the refusal of the hon. gentleman to produce 
his witnesses before the committee last year. For what 
did he say? So suspicious was he, that he would not 
produce his witnesses before nine honourable gentlemen, 
‘“because there was no one there to protect them” 
Saree, hear]. He (Lord C. Hamilton) should like to 

now what upon earth was meant by this “‘ protection ” 
of the witnesses ? Did the hon. member mean to sa 
that they required to be protected from > their evi- 
dence divulged? Could it be pretended? From what 
they could possibly require to be protected was a perfect 
mystery, unless explained in accordance with these cur- 
rent rumours. He (Lord C. Hamilton) had not made 
anything like a statement, even of his own belief 
[derisive cheers and laughter from the opposition 
benches}. 

Lord Joun Rvssxit thought that to declare by 
resolution that any person conspiring against the 
Queen should have the full benefit of the Post office 
as a means of communication would be monstrous ; 
and, before the House took away the power of in- 
specting their letters from the Secretary of State, he 
thought that it ought to say by what means he 
should hereafter preserve the public peace. Lord 
Sidmouth, when secretary of state, had employed 
spies, who, he was afraid, very often excited the 
riots which they denounced. He considered the 
employment of spies to be dangerous in a free coun- 
try ; and when a chartist, who was in the counsel of 
those who were then called physical-force chartists, 
offered his services to betray the designs of his asso- 
ciates, he had declined his offer without hesitation. 
He believed that the employment of spies was not 
sanctioned by the present government, but there 
was no enactment against it on the statute book ; 
and if you took away from the Secretary of State 
the power of inspecting letters, could you suppose 
that he would not, in justification of the responsi- 
bility imposed upon him, recur to the employment 
of spies? His opinions with regard to the questions 
raised during the discussion were as follows :— 

I think, as regards the right hon. gentleman the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, that the 
imputation upon him, that he has been either the first 
or the most extreme in exercising the power objected to, 
is an unjust imputation which ought not to rest upon 
his character [hear, hear]. 1 think, with regard to the 
case of Mr Mazzini, that blame is attributable to the 
government, for having taken in it a new and extra- 
ordinary course ; that that course has led to melancholy 
results, and that it ought never to be repeated if we 
would wish to avoid casting a perpetual stain upon the 
fair fame and character of this country [hear, hear]. I 
think, with regard to the honourable member for 
Finsbury, if you wish to do him justice, that you will 
not refuse the inquiry which has been ae or by my 
noble friend the member for Sunderland. 1 should ex- 
pect that the character of that hon. member should 
come clear from such an inquiry. Even though it 
should appear that a warrant had been issued in his 
case by the Secretary of state, and properly issued, 
with a view to the public good, still should I expect 
such a result, and 1 think that that result would be 
satisfactory to the House and the country (hear, hear). 
But if you refuse any further inquiry—if you are de- 
termined to rest upon the question as you are at pre- 
sent, depend upon it that the public mind will not be 
satisfied ; depend upon it that those unfounded imputa- 
tions—unfounded as many of them—wiil grow in the 
the public mind, and you will eventually be obliged to 
surrender a necessary power, or grant the inquiry which 
you had previouly reiused [cheers]. 

Sir R. Pee. emphatically disclaimed the smallest 
intention to impute to Mr Duncombe connexian with 
the disturbances of 1842; to do so, while claiming 
to keep silence as to his question, would have been 
taking a most ungenerous advantage. He then re- 
plied with much tartness to Mr D’lsraeli:— 

During the speech delivered by the hon, gentleman, 
he observed that I had with very great apparent warmth 
addressed the House, and that 1 had been very emphatic 
in my action; yet, although he had heard the charges 
made, that government had been the cause of the spill- 
ing of innocent blood—that they had fabricated war- 
rants, and exceeded their powers—he undertook to 
assure the House that, notwithstanding my apparent 
feeling, my warmth was entirely simulated; that I was 
acting a part which I found it convenient to act—the 

art of a choleric gentleman [‘ Hear, hear,” and 
aughter]. It is certainly very possible to manifest 
great vehemence of action, and yet not to be in a great 
passion. On the other hand, it is possible to be ex- 
ceedingly cold, indifferent, and composed in your man- 
ner, and yet to cherish very acrimonious feelings [loud 
cheers]. Notwithstanding the provocation of the hon. 
ovaries I will not deal so harshly with him as he 

as dealt with me. He undertakes to assure the House 
that my vehemence was all pretended, and warmth all 
simulated. I, on the contrary, will do him entire jus- 
tice—I do believe that his bitterness was not simulated, 
but that it was entirely sincere [cheers]. The hon. 
gentleman has a perfect right—who questions it ?-—to 
support a hostile motion. It is perfectly open for the 
hon. gentleman to let the debate proceed for two nights, 
and, finding that the motion is not exactly put in a con- 
venient form, to try to ascertain what is the mode of 
amending it which may be most captivating and con- 
venient. He is at perfect liberty to give a direct sup- 
port to the motion ; but all I ask is, that when he gives 
that support to the motion, do not let him say that he 
does it in a friendly spirit [cheers]. | 

** Give me the avowed, the erect, the manly foe; 

Bold | can meet, perhaps can turn the blow; 


But of all ig Soy good Heaven, thy wrath can send, 
Save me, oh, save me, from a andi friend.” 


[Loud cheers and laughter.] Here we meet in debate 
with our opponents opposite. We enter into conflict 
with them, mutually attacking and repelling attack ad- 
verso fronte [hear, hear]. When engaged in that con- 
flict, it is certainly not very convenient, though it ma 
be unavoidable, to have a blow aimed at your right flan 
which you “did not expect [hear, hear]. Beitso. It 
cannot be helped; but all I ask is, do not let your 
‘* balm break our heads ”’ [cheers}. 
He made an appeal to the opposition, on the ground 
of his past forbearance :— 

I was invited, after my accession to power, 


to be apart 
to an attack on you (ad Pate 


essing the members of the late 


1845.} 
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overnment), with respect to proceedings which had an 
meen va in ‘India. I positively refused to be 
any party to that attack. I said, “No; we are now in 
possession of official communicatious——we know the real 
facts of the case. The course which is legitimate in 
opposition is not legitimate in a government. We have 
a powerful support here.” I did not concur in that 
motion, although I was supposed to have acted with too 
much delicacy in the course I took. I know your posi- 
tion as well as youdo. I know well, and state it before 
the country, that we have exercised no power that you 
did not exercise [cheers]. Inno single instance have 
we extended this power. I admit that, in the exercise 
ofitin critical times, we may have been liable, as you 
were, to mistake. I may admit we have stopped a letter 
which proved no discredit to the party, and which sub- 
sequent information has satisfied us there was no foun- 
dation for detaining; but that was your position also. 
You concurred in the appointment of this tribunal; you 
know we have done nothing you did not do yourselves. 
I envy you not your sorry triumph if you shall succeed 
in subjecting us to a second trial, and provoking anew a 
condemnation from which we have escaped [cheers]. 
Mr D'Israeli had thrown out a reflection that Sir 
Robert Peel had confessed friendship for a gentle- 
man, a member of the present government, who was 
implicated in Colonel Despard’s plot to assassinate 
King George the Third. That was leveled at Mr 
Bonham, and was utterly unfounded. In a letter 
to Sir Robert Peel, Mr Bonham stated that he was 
at the time a boy of sixteen; and he supposed the 
story had originated in the fact that, under the sus- 
pension of the Habeas Corpus act in 1799, his half- 
brother, fifteen years older than himself, was con- 
fined in the Tower with Lord Cloncurry. 

Mr D’IsraEt1 made a most ample expression of 
regret for an unpremeditated misreprescntation, pro- 
voked by a taunting cheer from Sir Robert Peel. 

Mr Duncombe withdrew his own motion in favour 
of Lord Howick’s amendment. On a division, the 
amendment was negatived by 240 to 145; majority 
agzinst a second inquiry, 95. 

Mr DuncomBE gave notice that, on Tuesday, he 
should move that certain officers of the Post office 
attend at the next meeting of the House to state by 
what authority they had detained, delayed, or 
opened his letters. 


Monday, Feb. 24th. 
SUGAR DUTIES. 

On the motion for going ixto committee of ways 
and means, on the sugar duties, 

Mr MILNER Gipson rose to move, ‘‘ That no ar- 
rangement of the sugar duties will be satisfactory 
and permanent, which does not involve an equalisa- 
tion of duty on foreign and colonial sugar.’ His 
amendment was no mere ‘abstract ’’ proposition ; 
it pointed to a permanent settlement. Since the bill 
of last year the sugar trade had been in a most un- 
satisfactory state of suspense; and here they were 
now called upon to consider a new arrangement of 
duties, giving to those who have large stocks on hand 
a fair claim to compensation. True, the sugar 
duties were voted annually, but there was a conven- 
tional understanding that there would not be such 
fluctuations or changes in their amount as to leave 
the market in perpetual uncertainty. Passing over 
the moral and social arguments, he proceeded at 
once to the economical view of the question. It in- 
volved a plain principle, namely, whether or not the 
community should be taxed, not for the benefit of 
the exchequer, but of a certain class—the colonial 
proprietors. ‘Taking the extremes of the proposed 
rates of duty, 14s. and 28s., he could produce sam- 
ples of sugar, of equal value in the market, but 
whose relative value would be altered by no less a 
sum than 38s. Taking even sugars of unequal 
values, there was one kind, which, valued at 15s., 
with the addition of the 14s. duty, could be sold for 
29s. ; and another kind, valued at 24s., which, with 
the 28s. duty, would amount to 52s. If sugars of 
equal values would se!l at the same amount, those of 
unequal values must bear to each other the same re- 
lative proportion, whatever the amount of duty. In 
fact, by the 10s. of protection given to the colonial 
interests, we compelled the community to pay a 
sum of no less than two millions three hundred 
thousand pounds on the 230,000 tons of colonial 
sugar estimated as likely to be consumed; and this 
sum, taken out of the people’s pockets, went to the 
advantage of private, not public interests. As are- 
presentative of the community at large, he asked what 
claim the colonial proprietors had to this pecuniary 
compensation? Negro emancipation was pleaded ; 
and they were told of the great difference of cost be- 
tween slave and free labour. But on the authority of 
Mr Porter, of the Board of Trade, he stated the cost 
of the production of a hundredweight of sugar, 
during the ten years previous to 1828, when slavery 
existed in its most unmitigated form, at 10s. 6d. ; 
while in the Jamaica Agricultural Society’s report 
of last year, the cost of producing the same amount 
of sugar on one estate is stated at 10s. 2d., and on 
another at 6s, 9d. Why, this ten shillings of protec- 


tion (it was in reality more) exceeded in amount. 


the value of all the labour expended in sugar pro- 
duction. The paralysing influence of this system of 
protection was manifested in the backward state of 
cultivation in the West India colonies, where for 
three centuries scarcely any improvement had taken 
place, while the firm confidence in the permanency, 
us well as truth and justice, of the principle of free 
competition was manifested in the striking fact that, 
when monopolists shrunk from contributing to the 
construction of a railroad in Jamaica, the neccessary 
funds had been promptly subscribed by free-traders. 
Entertaining no animosity to the colonies, and 
desiring to do them no injury, he felt confident 
that, under free competition, they would find their 
account in the adoption of those improvements, and 
that good management (arising from personal super- 
intendence) which will enable them profitably to 


contend with their rivals everywhere. But even if 
it were not so, he would stand on the justice of his 
case. They professed to legislate for the poor ; yet, 
on last year’s consumption of sugar, they compelled 
the community to pay £13 per ton on 207,000 tons 
more than that amount would have cost at the natu- 
ral price, thereby exacting from the country at large 
no less than £2,600,000 on one year’s consumption 
more than would otherwise have been paid. This 
injury to the people, including the poorer classes, 
was not productive of any real benefit to the West 
Indies, from which the exports were as great in 
1794 as they are now. The system was injurious to 
our general home and colonial interests; it con- 
tracted exports and imports, was at variance with 
sound principles and great authorities, and resolved 
itself into an arbitrary exaction from the nockets of 
the community, not to swell the revenue, but to 
nid the colonial proprietor, and the plea for it was 
the impracticable attempt to extinguish a slave 
trade which flourished in spite of all our efforts. He 
called on the government to abandon this injurious 
system of legislation, and, by throwing themselves 
on the good sense of the community, irrespective of 
whig or tory, free themselves from the domination 
of the monopolist classes, to the lasting benefit of 
the country. 

Mr Ewart, in seconding the amendment, dwelt 
on similar topics, urging them with variety of ar- 
gument. 

Mr James, as a West India proprietor, thanked 
the government for the relief which their proposi- 
tions afforded to the colonial interest, even though 
still unaware whether or not it would be of such an 
extent as to enable them to cultivate their estates to 
profitable advantage. He hoped that the House 
would not sanction so unfair, so unjust—he had al- 
most said, so iniquitous—a seogeelilon as that now 
brought before the House by Mr M. Gibson. 

Mr Ricarpo supported the amendment, on the 
ground that it was rendered absvlutely necessary by 
the extraordinary resolution proposed by the govern- 
ment. That resolution contained 19 different rates 
of duty which were to be levied upon sugar; it also 
contained several distinctions without a difference, 
and several differences without a distinction; and, 
what was worse, it made an immense sacrifice of 
revenue without the slightest advantage whatever. 
He was convinced that £5,000,000, or the amount of 
the income tax, was sacrificed by the country for 
these discriminating duties. 

Sir Grores CuErk, the new vice-president of the 
Board of Trade, admitted that protection might be 
carried too far, and be greatly abused, especially if 
employed to bolster up the production of any article 
unsuited to soil and climate. But this was wholly 
different from protection to great interests which 
had grown up under the burden of our national debt 
and our large expenditure. The principle of the 
government was, the maintenance of a fair moderate 
protection, both to home and colonial interests, 
abandoning, at the same time, the old exploded sys- 
tem of monopoly ; he was satisfied that the proposi- 
tions of the government would afford to the con- 
sumer an ample supply of sugar, at a much more 
moderate rate than hitherto; and he hoped that the 
House would not sanction any project which, under 
the pretence of no ill will to the West Indies, would 
confiscate the property of the colonial proprietors. 

Mr Vituiers had a great respect for Sir G. Clerk 
personally, and did not mean to deny that his speech 
was a very good average speech for a government 
functionary, but for a Vice-president of the Board 
of Trade it was a very sorry affair indeed. It looked 
like a speech drawn out of the Pantene of the 
board, in which it had been placed some 26 years 
ago, and where it had been slumbcring all that time 
until it was brought forth that evening for immediate 
use; for it was full of vague assertions and trite 
commonplaces, which might have done well enough 
a score of years ago, but which were not even 
worth refutation at the present day. Sir G. Clerk 
had not the shaddow of a reason for saying that the 
West Indian proprietors had been distressed in con- 
sequence of the abolition of slavery ; on the contrary, 
Lord Ripon, a member of the cabinet, had expressly 
told the House, twelve years ago, that slavery, not the 
abolition of it, was the cause of all their distress. 
Such, too, had always been the language of Macau- 
lay, Lushington, and all the most distinguished 
friends of the slave—ay, and even of Mr Bryant, 
who was the most able advocate of the slave trade 
itself. But Sir G. Clerk added further, that this 
discriminating duty was necessary for the protection 
of the colonial proprietors. ell, then, let him 


.| show that these protected interests had ever pros- 


— or that this was the first time in which they 
ad ever been depressed. 

Mr Mies supported the resolution of Sir R. Peel. 
He wished, however, that the duties should be con- 
tinued at once for three years ; for that would give 
confidence to the proprietors, and would encourage 
them to improve their estates. At present every- 
thing was kept in suspense, owing to the practice of 
passing these duties annually. 

Lord Ilowick supported the amendment. He 
could not call the sugar duty what Sir G. Clerk had 
called it—a protection for British industry; on the 
contrary, he denounced it as an unjustifiable spolia- 
tion of the British labourer’s hard-earned wages. 

It has been argued on this side of the House, and it 
has not been disproved, that the effect of the proposed 
measure of her 
price of all colonial sugar 10s. a cwt. at least beyond 
the amount which it might otherwise be sold for; and if 
that be not the object, lam really ata loss to under- 
stand for what purpose this differential duty is proposed 
(‘‘ Hear,” and some cries of “‘No”]. If you don’t ad- 
mit, that without a differential duty foreign sugar could 
be introduced at a lower price than colonia! su 


sugar, with 
what object is it that you propose a differential duty at | 


ajesty’s government is to raise the | 


all (hear, hear]? I. can only understand it in that 
[hear]. I believe you will find that sugar can be produce 
in foreign countries 10s, per cwt. cheaper than it can in 
the British colonies, under existing cireumstances; 
therefore, to preventa fallin price, which would be in- 
jurious to the colonies, you saddle foreign sugar with an 


extra duty of 10s. per owt; by doing which your a 
is, that the whole of the foreign vapar to be fmaporte in 


the ensuing year shall be raised 10s. a cwt in price, or £10 
a ton, making the immense tax which the hon. member 
for Manchester bas described. I dosay, considering how 
very nearly sugar now partakes of the nature of a necesa- 
sary of life, considering how largely it enters into the 
consumption of even the poorest families of this coun- 
try, that it is a most exorbitant tax, levied in addition 
to what you levy for purposes of revenue [cheers]. And, 
really, when I hear gentlemen call this system ‘ protec- 
tion of British industry,”’ I am at a loss to understand 
by what perversion of terms you can apply such a de- 
scription to such a system [hear, hear). Instead of 
calling it ‘* protection of British pega, ’ IT should call 
it a most unjustifiable spoliation of the British labourer 
of the produce of his hard-earned toil [cheers]. 

He proved this by showing that Brazilian ge 
was now selling in bond at 18s. 6d. a cwt, and that 
colonial sugar of the same quality was selling at 
26s. a cwt. Now, 26 tons of Brazilian sugar at 
18s. 6d. a cwt, and 184 tons of colonial sugar, 
at 26s. a cwt, would cost each £481. Therefore, 
the produce of British labour to the amount of £481 
would exchange for sugar of Brazil in bond to the 
amount of 26 tons, but for sugar of the West Indies 
in bond to the amount of only 184 tons. 74 tons of 
sugar was then the amount of spoliation from the 
British labourer taken by the West India proprietor 
on so comparatively insignificant asum as £481. He 
then pat to point out the advantages which 
would be derived to the country from abolishing 
these discriminating duties in our increased trade 
with South America, and especially with the’Brazils. 
When the Brazilian treaty, which admitted all Bri- 
tish produce and manufactures for consumption into 
Brazil at a duty of 15 per cent., expired last year, the 
government of Brazil informed our government that 
they would exclude our produce from their domin- 
ions, unless we admitted their produce at reduced 
duties into ours; but that they would admit it on 
the old terms, if we would relax the sternness of our 
tariff. ‘The equalisation of these duties would there- 
fore immediately restore us to a state of commercial 
harmony with Brazil, and so open to us a market 
which already took annually five millions of our ex- 
ports, and which, it was calculated, might in a few 
years take double that amount. 

Mr Guianstong defended the West India monopoly 
on the ground that its removal would bring ruin on a 
number of our countrymen at home, and dismay and 
indescribable confusion on the West India islands, It 
was the dearness of production there which created 
all the difficulty tin this question, The scarcity of 
labourers was one great cause of that dearness in the 
West Indies ; and the scarcity of resident landlords 
was another, and a still greater cause. Now, the 
West Indian proprietors became non-resident in 
consequence of the protection given by parliament 
to the slave trade. If, then, the dearness of their 
produce had reference to acts of parliament which 
they were compelled to obey, they had a right to 
claim that parliament should go shares with them in 
bearing the mischievous effects of those acts. The 
question, then, was not one of monopoly or of free 
trade, but how they were to deal with the difficul- 
ties which had grown up around them. 

Mr Lanoucuere, though disapproving of the pro- 
positions of the government, was not prepared to 
support the Bl aes the effect of which would 
be suddenly and injuriously to withdraw all protec- 
tion froin the colonies. 

Mr Coupen, with a preliminary reference to the: 
hypocrisy of government in the matter of slavery— 
‘There is no class of men for whom I entertain a 
higher respect than I do for those who have 
laboured to sustain the anti-slavery principle; but I 
tell you that the men who fought that battle sre 
now in the ranks of the Anti-corn-law League ; and 
this likewise I will say, that they, in common with 
others out of doors, regard you as hypocrites. I 
don't impute motives to you, but I tell you that the 
anti-slavery party call you hypocrites ’’— endea- 
voured to establish two positions—tirst, that free 
was cheaper than slave A pee and, secondly, that 
the sugar monopoly was injurious to the West 
ep proprictors themselves. On the first point he 
said :— 

Let my workmen have none other but gangs of slaves 
to compete with, and I undertake to say that they would 
have the monopoly of the trade of the world [cheers]. 
Was there ever a more monstrous absurdity than to 
suppose that a slave community can Sang compete 
with a nation of freemen [cheers]? Why, it is noto- 
rious that slavery precludes those cconomical arrange- 
ments on which cheapness in production depends [hear, 
hear]. What does slavery involve? ‘The absence of in- 
dependent labour, and that implies that you must keep 
in your own establishment a sufficient number of work- 
men of every kind necessary for performing everything 
that is in any way connected with your business. 
you are a sugar merchant, you must keep up gangs of 
coopers, and gangs of waggoners, &c., and these you 
must maintain constantly for the twelve months, al- 
though you may only need them for a limited period af 
the year. Itis a state of society like this which pre- 
cludes the division of labour, and retards all advance in 
science, and all improvement [hear, hear]. Do not tell 
me that this is a state of society against which a free 
nation cannot contend [hear, hear]. steage 

He then read some important documentary evi- 
dence, to prove that residence, good management, 
and industrial improvement, were sufficient, to ren- 
der estates in the West Indies profitably praduotive. 
One of these was a letter from a gentleman.in Ja- 
maica, a copy of which was in the hands of the 
Under-secretary for the Colonies. ‘The writer says :— 

‘Tgrantyou that an absentee proprietor can never ex- 
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pect to get anything out of his estates. First, the attor- | Dashwood,G.H. Morris, D. Walker, B. roof on, but the internal ceiling of woodwork was 
ney~then the overseer—then the bookkeepers—and, | Dawson, Hon. t Vv. a ormecn, Geneval Wawn, J. T. : ready to be put up at any moment. He had every 
though last, not least, the merchants in Kingston, must Tate Sash og Murphy, F. 6. Wiliams, hn hope that due diligence would be used, and that the 
have their portions, before < aoe shilling can be re-'| Duncan, G. Paget, Lord A. Roebuck, J. A. house would be open for their use next session.” 
mitted to the proprietor in England. Let that proprie- | Duncombe, T. Pattison, J. Gibson, T. M. 


tor, however, come out and look after his own business, 
and a very different result would very soon be apparent.” 
After detailing several striking instances of the truth of 
his position, he adds :—*‘ The radical vice in our system 
is, we have too much land. If proprietors would only 
cultivate what they can properly manure, they would do 
well; but a grasp at large fields, and an overseer 
must boast to his attorney that he has sixty, eighty, or 
a hundred acres in a Were he to tell the attorney 
that he had only fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five acres, 
but ‘that he was ly manuring them, and ees 
down expenditure, he would get his ‘ticket’ as lazy an 
ineompetent. And thus it is always, has been, and, I 
fear, ever will be.”’ 

The votes of the monopolists, although they might 
be successful to-night, would not settle the ques- 
tion; and he should, therefore, advise them to agree 
to a speedy and peeps arrangement of it, in 
order to put an end to all suspense in the operations 
of their trade. 

Mr Carpwett defended the government measure 
and the West India interest, but advanced no new 
arguments in their support. 

r Bricut made a long and forcible speech to 
prove that the maintenance of the West India 
monopoly did not arise from any regard had to the 
public interests, or any public question, but solely 
to private aggrandisement. What else could be ex- 
pected when it was recollected that Sir Peel had 
always acted with the supporters of our colonial de- 
pendencies—that Mr Goulburn was a Jamaica pro- 
prietor—that Mr Gladstone’s father was the owner 
of an estate in the same island—and that Lord 
Stanley had defended the claims of the West In- 
dian proprietors to a liberal remuneration for the 
loss of their slaves. If it was a mere “ abstract ”’ 
question, it had excited a strange interest amongst 
certain inembers of the House :— 

The hon. member for Cumberland, who was himself 
a West India proprietor, he had not seen in the House, 
to the best of his recollection, since the sugar duties 
were under discussion last year, and if, as he under- 
stood, the hon. member came from a distant capital of 
Europe to be present at that discussion, it did not ap- 
pear to be an abstract proposition. The right hon. 

entleman the late Vice-president of the Board of 
Trade did not consider it an abstract question, for he 
had shown some “ei ipaleyrne a symptoms of resuscita- 
tion; and the right hon. gentleman the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had, throughout the discussion, displaved 
a countenance of more than usual solemnity. 

He condemned the resolution as calculated to im- 
pose a monopoly, to cripple trade, to impose a heavy 
tax on the community, to injure the planters, and to 
impose another barrier against the attack which in 
a short time would be made against that still greater 
monopoly, a monopoly of the food of the people. 
Towards the close of his speech he administered 
an appropriate and severe rebuke to the supporters 
of monopoly in the House :— 

He (Mr Bright) had no interests in view beyond that 
of his countrymen ; but representing as he did a consti- 
tuency of working men, he protested against the contin- 
uance of a system in justification of which the lamest 
excuses only could be brought forward—a system which 
limited the trade of the country, taxed the consumer of 
sugar in this country two millions a year, while it in- 
flicted great evils on the planters of the colonies, for 
whose benefit it had been imposed, and which formed a 
main barrier to that successful attack which must be 
made sooner or later on that greater monopoly still, 

which affected the food of the people [hear]. This de- 
bate (continued the honourable member) has now gone 
on long enough [*' hear, hear,” and a laugh}: It is not 
remarkable that the corn and sugar monopolists banded 
together in this house should be anxious for the debate 
on such a question to close as soon as possible (hear). No 
honourable gentleman on this side, who had risen to 
protest aga‘nst the sugar monopoly, supposed he would 
soothe the feelings of honourable members opposite 

cheers from the opposition benches, and derisive cheers 
Seen the Sialisesiel benches. We are of another sort 
ccheers and laughter). We come here for other pur- 

oses [ministerial cheers). We come here to expose in- 
justice (cheers), which has been going on for many years 
—a system, the injustice of which we proclaim out of 
doors (renewed ministerial cheering); and proclaim 
also with no less freedom inthis house. Do not suppose 
for a moment we come here for any purposes of our own 
(laughter), or for any purposes of yours (addressing the 
ministerial benches); but we are here for the purposes 
of those who sent us here, and if you were to do that 
which those whom you profess to represent sent you to 
do, or wish you to do, there would not be another debate 
here in which any person would stand up in favour of 
this gross injustice, an injustice which, by and by, you 
yourselves will be ashamed of [cheers]. 

The CuHancettor of the Excnueqver vindicated 
himself from Mr Bright’s imputation of personal in- 
terest, and Lord Sanpon added a few words. 

The House then divided, when there appeared— 
for the amendment, 84; against it, 217: majority 
against it, 188. The House then adjourned at a 
quarter to one o'clock. 


a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

MoprricaTION OF THE INcomE Tax.—The follow- 
ing is alist of the members who, on Monday week, 
voted with Mr Roebuck for a modification of the in- 
come tax :— 


— 


Plumridge, Captain 


Berkeley, Hon.C, Dundas, F. 
Blewitt, R. J. Ebrington, Viscount Rawdon, Colonel 
Bowring, Dr Ewart, W. Ricardo, J. L, 
Bright, J. G _T.C.- _— Rice, E. R. 
Brotherton, J Hastie, A. Ross, D. R. 
Buller, C. awes, B. Russell, Lord E. 
Byng. Rt Hon. G. 8, Hill, Lord M. Sheil, Rt Hon. K. L. 
Christie, W. D, Holland, R. Stansfield, W. R. C. 
Cobden, R. Humphery. Ald, Tancred, H. W. 
Collins, W. Man os "k. dD, Thorneley, T, 

Ww. G. Martin, J, Towneley, J. 


Mr Trelawney was prevented from voting in the 
minority by @ severe cold, 

Winpow Tax.—-Viscount Duncan’s motion against 
the window duties stands for to-morrow. 

SMoKE FkOM Furnaces.—Mr Mackinnon obtained 
leave, on Thursday, to bring in a bill to prohibit the 
nuisance of smoke from the furnaces of factories. Mr 
Ferrand, alluding to the subject, said a great manu- 
facturer, who consumed his own smoke, had told 
him that the thing was easy of accomplishment, and 
ought to be enforced by legislation. 

Roman Catnoutics.—Mr Watson, on Thursday, 
obtained leave to bring in a bill for the further re- 
peal of the penal acts-against Roman catholics. 

Tue Aoricuutora, Interest.--On Thursday 
evening, Mr Ward having declined to accede to the | 
request of Mr Bankes, to postpone his motion for a 
committee of inquiry into the peculiar burdens 
borne by the agricultural interest, Mr Bankes gave 
notice of opposing remission of the auction duty, in 
favour of remitting taxes that press upon land; and 
Mr Miles gave notice that, on going into committee 
on the Customs act, he would move that in any re- 
duction of taxation due regard should be had to the 
necessity of affording relief to agriculture. Mr 
Stafford O’Brien gave notice that, immediately 
after Easter, he would move for leave to bring in a 
bill, authorising a drawback on barley which had 
been converted into malt, and which was to be used 
for feeding cattle. 

Tue GovERNMENT AND THE ITALIAN INSYRGENTS. 
—-On Wednesday, Mr Monckton Milnes asked 
whether, when Lord Aberdeen communicated to 
any foreign government the fact of a conspiracy at 
Corfu or any other British possession, the conspi- 
rators were warned that they had been watched 
and denounced; and whether government or the 
local authorities at Corfu had taken steps to impede 
that disastrous expedition? Sir Robert Peel re- 
plied, that early last year it was distinctly intimated 
to this government, on the part of Austria, that a 
number of Italian refugees and others, subjects of 
Austria, were in the British Mediterranean posses- 
sions organising attempts hostile to the peace of 
Italy, and of Rome particularly; and that instruc-. 
tions had been given, that, on the ocourrence of any 
insurrectionary movement, the Austrian troops at 
Milan should move into the Papal states. Lord 
Aberdeen had conveyed information to Austria 
touching such designs : but no letter, nor extract of 
a letter, nor any name of any individual within the 
ow of the Austrian government. Lord Aberdeen 

ad destroyed the letters that were not official: but 
he believed that he had never seen any communica- 
tion that led him to apprehend the expedition from 
Corfu ; he had never communicated to the Austrian, 
Neapolitan, or Roman government any communica- 
tion whatever respecting any particular design to be 
directed from Corfu against any part of Italy. In 
fact, that expedition took Lord Seaton, the governor 
of the Ionian islands, and the authorities of Corfu, 
quite by surprise ; and representations on the sub- 
jeet to Lord Seaton were not made by the Austrian 
ambassador until after the boat containing the bro- 
thers Bandiera and twenty other conspirators had 
sailed, on the nicht of the 12th of June. Sir Robert 
could assure the House, that any impression that 
the government had allured those individuals on, 
or had abstained from giving them notice of their 
danger when there was the opportunity of so doing, 
was entirely erroneous, and without foundation. 
Before the resumption of the adjourned debate on 
Thursday, there was more conversation on the Corfu 
affair, and Sir Robert Pee) cleared up some points. 
Lord Seaton, he said, reported that the brothers 
Bandiera conducted themselves with great propriety 
in Corfu: after they had sailed, a mixed application 
was made to the Governor by the consuls of Austria, 
Naples, and Rome, that a steamer might be sent 
after the boat to bring it back; that was of course 
refused ; but Lord Seaton sent a steam-vessel to 
Otranto, to enable the consuls to report to their | 
several governments the departure of the boat. 

Dartmovutu Evection.—The committee appointed 
to try the merits of the petition against the return 
of Mr Soames, the member for Dartmouth, are to 
meet on the 3rd of March. 

Sucar Dotizs.—In reply to Mr Williams, on 
Monday, the Chancellor of the Exchequer said that, 
this evening, he should be prepared to state when 
it was proposed the new sugar duties should come 
into Operation. 

INTERNATIONAL CoprricHt.—In reply to Lord 
Mahon, Sir Robert Peel said that negotiations had 
been entered into between France, Saxony, Belgium, 
and Prussia, with the view of giving increased fa- 
cilities to the book trade in those countries and in 


| this; but that, except in the latter case, they had 


not been euccessful. With respect to Prussia, the 
negotiations were not finally concluded. 


HOUSE OF ‘ORDS. 
Thursday, Feb. 20th. 


The Lory CHancetxor obtained leave to bring in 
a bill for empowering bail in error to be taken in 
criminal cases—by which he meant cases of misde- 
meanour. To be read a second time on Thursday 
next. 

New Hovses or PartiaMEnt.—Several questions 
were put on Thursday evening relative to the period 
at which the new houses were likely to be ready, 
which elicited a reply from Lord Redesdale to the 
effect that ‘‘he had been over the house that day 


with Mr Barry, the architect. Not only was the | spirators. 


Monday, Feb. 24th. 


Locat Taxation.—In reply to Lord Beaumont, 
Lord Wharncliffe said, that the government had no 
intention of introducing any measure relative to 
local taxation during the present session. 

Duodaxva.—Lort Campbell laid on the table a 
bill on the law of deodands. The Lord Chancellor 


copcurred with Lord Campbell in describing the 
present system as being full of absurdities. ere 


were some technical difficulties, as the consent of 
the Crown, and compensation to those to whom the 
deodands, by consent of the Crown, were paid. But 
he did not oppose the introduction of the bill. 

Rattways.—Boaxp or Travrt.—The Ear! of Dal- 
housie laid on the table the report of the Board of 
Trade on the Newcastle and Berwick, and the Man- 
chester and Leeds railway lines, and the maps of 
the railways in the South-Eastern and Manchester 
and Leeds districts, which were ordered to be 
pomet, Earl Fitzwilliam then discussed at some 
ength the question as to the competency of the rail- 
way department of the Board of Trade satisfactorily 
to ide on questions affecting such vast interests. 
He thought traffic in verge ares should be put a 
stop to nf government. ilway bills were not 
private bills, and therefore required the cognisance 
of government. The creation of a new railway 
board was, in his opinion, the best means of meeting 
all difficulties. 

He considered, therefore, that he was doing no dis- 
service to the noble earl sitting on the opposite bench, 
if he pressed on him the necessity of re-constituting the 
Railway Board, and of appointing to act in that capacity 
men of the very highest weight and authority in the 
kingdom, by which step all the difficulties which sur- 
rounded the legislative progress of the bills in question 
would be removed, and more—he would venture to say, 
that a Railway Board, constituted in the way he had 

ointed out, and selected from such a class of men as he 

ad indicated, would go far to remove all necessity for 
legislating on the subject of railways. 
After some remarks from Lord Campbell, advocating 
the same views, but ¢riticising the acts of the rail- 
way Board, the Earl of Dalhousie said, that with 
respect to the suggestion of his noble friend (Earl 
Fitzwilliam), he could hold out no prospect that 
such a commission of the Privy Council of the Lords 
of Trade, or any other similar body, as he had indi- 
cated, would be formed. ‘The noble earl would bear 
in mind, with reference to this subject, that to con- 
stitute such a Board would be to interfere with, and 
in some respects to supersede, the authority of the 
legislature itself. 


Deaty or THE Marquis or WrEsTMINSTER.—The 
Marquis of Westminster died at his country seat, 
Eaton hall, near Chester, on Monday week, after an 
illness of only eight days’ duration. The late Mar- 

uis succeeded to the title of Earl Grosvenor on the 
emise of his father, August 5, 1802, and in Septem- 
ber, 1831, he was created Marquis of Westminster 
by Earl Grey. In 1841 he was elected a knight of 
the garter, a vacancy which now becomes in the 
gift of the Premier. His lordship was lord lieu- 
tenant and custos rotulorum of Flintshire —~an ap- 
ointment which also reverts to the disposal of Sir 
bert Peel. When Viscount Belgrave, some ex- 
pectations were raised of his talents, which, how- 
ever, by his speeches in the House of Commons, 
were not entirely realised. His lordship, however, 
was a good friend of liberal principles. Last year 
he contributed £500 to the [onde fund. He is 
succeeded in his honours and vast estates by Richard 
Ear] Grosvenor, his eldest son, born Jan. 27, 1795. 
The deceased Marquis was one of the wealthiest 
men in England, his income being about £300,000 a 
year. The motto of the family is a noble one :— 
‘* Nobilitatis virtus, non stemma, character’’ (Virtue, 
not pedigree, is the rank of omnes 

Deatu or Siz T. F. Buxton, Bart.—We regret 
to state that letters have been received in town this 
(Saturday) morning, announcing the death of Sir 
Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bart., on the 19th instant, 
at his seat, Northrepps, Norfolk, after a lingeri 
illness, which, for the last fortnight, had confine 
him to his bed. This distinguished man first became 
known to his country by his exertions to diminish 
the sufferings of those at home, whether confined in 
gaols or struggling in deepest poverty, as the Spital- 
fields manufacturers, a eres of a century ago. 
Entering into ame e then commenced that 
great career of enlarged and comprehensive useful- 
ness which will associate his name with the abolition 
of slavery in the West Indies, and with the most 
active endeavours to confirm and approve the mea- 
sures for the abolition of the slave trade; and not 
less with the admirable, though not equally success- 
ful, efforts for the benetit of the African race in their 
own vast continent. The comparative failure of the 
Niger expedition preyed, there is reason to fear, on 
his spirits and on his health; though he never 
ceased to feel, that every measure which wisdom and 
zeal, combined in the government which directed 
that expedition, could effect to insure its success, 
had been faithfully employed; but it pleased God 
otherwise.— Standard. 

Post Orrice Espionace. —-In a letter to the 
Morning Chronicle, Mr Mazzini says that most of the 
letters which he received during the operation of the 
Secretary of State’s warrant to open them, did re- 
late to the landing of the brothers Bandiera in Italy, 
and therefore this government must have been in- 
formed of that enterprise. And he mentions cir- 
cumstances strongly corroborating the belief that 
the N government did entrap the cone 
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Lanptosy ann Tewant Commrsston.—The long 
and much expected report of the Irish land commis- 
gioners has just been delivered to parliament and 
‘issued. It consists of a copious review of the sub- 
jects which might be anticipated in such a work, 
“with historical and documentary references. The 
‘practical recommendations to the state are—a law to 
secure remuneration to the tenant for outlay of capi- 
tal or labour on permanent improvements ; laws to 
check ejectment, by securing that it be only done 
under the actual order of landlord or agent, and to 
restrict costs; a law of summary jurisdiction in 
disputes about con-acre ; encouragement of leases by 
reduction of stamp-duties on leases and other facili- 
ties ; consideration whether waste-lands cannot be 
cultivated by means of money advanced; grants for 
public works in suitable districts ; emigration, under 
proper limitation ; revision of the grand jury system, 
so as to provide for a constant superintendence of 
‘the fiscal affairs of counties; the transfer of the con- 
stabulary charge to the consolidated fund—of the 
support of charitable institutions to the respective 
unions. However, legislation is not a panacea, and 
landlords are recommended to maintain agricultural 
echools ; with a good deal more of useful advice, 
clothed in kindly expressions, as to the removal of 
that distrust between landlord and tenant which is 
the root of almost all evil in the social state of Ire- 
land, by patient and sincere efforts to improve the 
condition of the poorer classes.— Spectator. 

Tue Proaress or Marriace.—The marriages re- 
gistered in England, in 1842, were 3671 fewer than 
in 1841, and 4431 fewer than in 1839. As compared 
with 1841, the number of marriages “ not accordin 
to the rites of the established church,’’ increase 
653, showing that more dissenters have availed 
themselves of the rights conceded to them by the 
Marriage act of 1836. The marriages (113) of Jews 
the preceding year had been considerably below the 
average of 144 annually—a number of marriages 
which implies the existence of about 18,700 Jews in 
England. There were 4324 fewer marriages “ ac- 
cording to the rites of the established church,”’ in 
1842 than in 1841, the marriages by license de- 
creasing 5 per cent.—by banns 3 per cent. The 
decrease of marriages in 1842 was caused, at 
least in part, by the depression of trade then pre- 
vailing. Im the extra-metropolitan districts of 
Surrey and Middlesex, the marriages were to the 

opulation as 1 to 206, and 1 to 212; in the East 
Riding of Yorkshire (with York), as 1 to 108; in 
Lancashire as 1 to 115.—Registrar-general’s Report. 

SvuBsCBIPTION FOR FatneR Matuew. — The ap- 

eal to the nation on behalf of the Great Apostle of 

em perance, has proved a miserable failure. The 
whole sum subscribed amounts to only £594 7s., out 
of which £216 were contributed by eight individuals. 
We thought the testimonial to Mr Rowland Hill for 
his Post office reform (£10,000) inadequate and 
niggardly, but, compared with the recompense to 
Father Mathew, it was splendidly generous, It is a 
most melancholy fact, that the true benefactors of 
the human race are rarely, if ever, appreciated ; and 
it speaks little in favour of the moral civilisation of 
the ninéteenth century, that he who sacrificed his 
private fortune to uphold and propagate the sound- 
est principle of social reform, should be abandoned 
to beggary by the very people whose condition he 
sought to elevate and purify. Whatever may be 
the merits of teetotalism, it is certainly not a teacher 
of gratitude.— Sentinel of Saturday. 


Postscript. 
Wednesday, February 26th, 1845. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mr Duncombe’s motion, being the fourteenth on 
the list, did not stand much chance of being dis- 
cussed lastnight. The Speaker decided that it could 
not claim precedence as a question of privilege. 
The subject, therefore, stands over for the present. 

The House had a morning sitting from twelve till 
three o’clock, when a portion of the Railways Con- 
solidation bill was considered in committee. 

Court or Szasion, Scortann.—At the five o’clock 
sitting, the first motion on the list was one by Mr 
Wallace, who brought under review the judicial 
system of Scotland, with the view of bringing in a 
bill to reduce the number of the judges in the Court 
of Session, which by the | Will. 4, c. 69, is fixed at 
thirteen ; and in the event of a reduction of the 
number, to transfer a portion of the criminal business 
from the supreme to the inferior courts, by enabling 
the sheriffs, the ‘‘stipendiary county judges” of 
Scotland, to award the punishment of transporta- 
tion. The Lord Advocate did not think that any 
case had been made out for an alteration in the con- 
stitution of the Supreme court, both in its civil and 
criminal departments, and he should oppose the 
introduction of the bill. Mr Fox Maule also 
objected to it, and it was finally withdrawn. 

REATMENT OF LipeRATED Arnicane.—Sir R. H. 
Inglis, in moving for certain papers relative to the 
new regulations for the negroes captured by our 
cruisers, and landed at Sierra Leone, drew attention 
to the hardships inflicted by them. Pursuant to an 
order from the Colonial Secretary, a proclamation 
was issued by the Governor, on the 12th of June 
last, encouraging emigration to the West Indies, and 
depriving those of the liberated Africans who pre- 
ferred the option of remaining at Sierra Leone of all 
the allowances hitherto granted, by which they were 
left without food, clothing, or implements of indus- 
try, strangers in the midst of strangers, and utterly 
unable to help themselves. This was particularly 
severe on the children, upwards of one hundred of 
whom were easily induced by the government agent 


pe pve gong ie Jamaica ; _ the adults had as littls 
children choice being between 
einigration and starvati , while the disproportion | 


of the sexes sanctioned by the regulations aggravated 
the evil. Mr Hope, the under-secretary for the 
colonies, in seconding the motion for the produc- 
tion of the papers, said that the proclamation of the 
Governor of Sierra Leone, though intended as a 
means of notifying to the negroes the intention of 
withdrawing from them all government allowances, 
nevertheless left him an option to act according to 
circumstances, The age at which young persons 
were permitted to emigrate was twelve, which was, 
in a tropical climate, no immature period ; and trac- 
ing the hundred boys who had been induced to emi- 
grate to Jamaica, he showed that their voluntary 
removal had been of immense advantage to them. 
A short discussion followed, in which more than one 
speaker expressed his opinion, that it was very hard 
that immediately after his rescue from slavery, the 
poor African should be called upon at once to decide 
whether or not he would emigrate to the West 
Indies, 

Hone Konc.—Dr Bowring then moved for a 
| of the correspondence relative to the issue and 
withdrawal of an ordinance of the Governor of 
Hong Kong, dated the 21st of August last, for the 
registration of the population of that colony, and for 
establishing a poll tax on the inhabitants, to cover 
the expenses of that registration. Mr Hope would 
not consent to the production of the correspondence, 
as government were not yet in possession of all the 
requisite information, Hong Kong was a depen- 
dency small in extent, but within reach of a very 
large population of Chinese. It was also filled with 
rogues and vagabonds, natives of the adjacent 
country, who were continually making the most 
daring attacks on life and | ; and, under such 
circumstances, in the absence of all information to 
the contrary, Dr Bowring might have given Mr 
Davis credit for believing that this ordinance was 
necessary as a police regulation. After a few words 
from Sir George Staunton, the motion was with- 
drawn. 

Tare Mepicat Prorssston. — Sir James Graham 
then rose to bring in his bill for the better regulation 
of medical practice throughout the United Kingdom. 
If discussion necessarily led to amendment, his bill 
of last session had been amply discussed. ‘To three 
leading features of that bill he still adhered. First, 
the council of health, affording a board in this metro- 
polis, of easy access to the government on all ques- 
tions affecting the sanitory state of the people. 
Second, to secure to the medical profession equal 
facility of practice, and to the public, security that 
there shall be equality of attainments. And third, 
a registry, which will confer local notoriety, and 
give the only legal title to the medical man. He 
intends to repeal that part of the act of Henry VIII. 
conferring the exclusive privilege of practising in 
and about seven miles round the metropolis; but 
he proposes to exclude the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge from the operation of the bill, 
in the hupe that before it reaches the stage 
of consideration in committee some arrangement 
will be made between the College of Physicians and 
the universities, which will arrange the differences 
betweenthem. He does not now think it expedient 
to propose the entire repeal of the Apothecaries act, 
as contemplated in the bill of last session. That 
proposal is modified in the present bill into a par- 
tial repeal, which will leave the penalties untouched, 
and give to the company of Apothecaries all the right 
to prosecute, and that security which they now have. 
Feeling the difficulty of adding a new crime to our 
criminal jurisprudence, he would not affix a specific 
penalty, but proposes to class false personation of 
the medical character as a misdemeanour, to be 
punished with such penalty as the court before which 
it is tried may think fit to inflict. A university 
education will be required as essential to the quali- 
fication of a physician, though not of a surgeon. 
Anxious to sustain the character, honour, and sta- 


| tion of the general practitioner, he will not propose 


a distinct incorporation, but is desirous of seeing 
them continuing associated with that noble institu- 
tion the College of Surgeons, on the council of 
which he thinks that general and country practi- 
tioners ought to be represented, and on which he 
will confer a power it does not now possess, that of 
removing from the registry any member convicted 
of a criminal offence or false personation. With 
these and other details, he concluded by expressing 
a hope that the present session would not pass away 
without some measure passing to regulate the 
medical. profession. Mr Wakley considered the 
amendments introduced into the bill as a proof that 
Sir James Graham was anxious to conciliate, and 
hoped that all difficulties would be amicably ar- 
ranged. Leave was then given to bring in the bill, 
as also a bill to enable her Majesty to grant new 
charters to the colleges of physicians and surgeons. 
Their second reading was fixed for April 7th. 

A sharp discussion followed, relative to the ap- 
pointment of Lord Lucan to the lord-lieutenancy of 
the county of Mayo, in which Mr Bellew and Mr 
M. J. O'Connell censured, and Sir T. Fremantle 
and the Irish attorney-general defended, the ap- 
pointment. 

A new writ was ordered for the borough of Shaftes- 
bury, in the room of Lord Howard, now called to 
the House of Peers as the Earl of Effingham, on the 
demise of his father, the late earl. 

The House adjourned at one o'clock. 


The Hon. W. B. Baring has been re-elected mem- 
ber for Thetford, without opposition. 

Tue Bucxinonam Conservative AssoctaTion 
partook of their eighth annual dinner yesterday, in 
the town hall, Buckingham. Notwithstanding the 
Sor che hevengh oadh exmatgy ia weno earpoapatatons 

! county, it was a 
affair. It was agriculture in bt aed tig rom the 


> 


Duke down to the tenant farmer the burden of every 
speech was complaint and grumbling at the hostile 
policy of a government which was indebted to the 
agricultural interest for its present position. Capt. 
Fitzmaurice thought that, in reference to this ques- 
tion, the Premier must be in the habit of rehearsing 
the old ballad :— 


“ Qh no, we never mention them, their name is never heard; 
My lips are now forbid to speak that once familiar word.”’ 


{cheers and laughter]. Every one in that room 
must be aware that the name of the farmer was fa- 
miliar enough at the Treasury three or four years 
back.” The noble president gave more audible ex- 
pression to the complaints of his friends, but advised 
them to bestir themselves, and act— 

It was his firm belief that it was entirely in the power 
of the country gentlemen of England to keep any 
government within proper limits and in proper order, 
and that, if they acted up to the principles which they 
avowed upon the hustings, there need be no fear that the 
agriculture of the country would be protected (hear, 
hear]. He offered this humble opinion honestly and 
conscientiously, and were he in the House of Commons 
he would act boldly up to it Saag cheers]. 

Tue Royrat Yacut, Black Eagle, and Rattler, 
steamers, were seen on Sunday off Penzance, con- 
tending against a fresh breeze and heavy sea. The 
yacht was ahead, the Black Eagle was the next, but 
the Rattler followed far astern. 

Tre Potsontnc at CAMBERWELL.—The inquest 
on the bodies of Mr and Mrs Montague was re- 
sumed yesterday, before Mr Carter. e evidence 
bg on iven was read over. The statement of 

ay, the shopman, was not given on oath, as the 
coroner objected to swear him. In his opinion the 
arsenic was put into the tea purposely, by either 
Mr or Mrs Montague, and he felt convinced they 
intended to poison him, After upwards of two 
hours’ deliberation, the jury returned the following 
special verdict :—‘* That the deceased persons came 
to their respective deaths from poison, ‘ arsenic,’ 
placed in a certain tea-pot, and drank by them in 
tea made therein, but by whom so placed, we, the 
jurors, have no positive evidence to prove for us.” 


Rerzat Association.—This body held its usual 
weekly meeting at the Conciliation hall on Monday, 
Mr R. A. Fitzgerald, the newly-elected member for _ 
Tipperary, presiding. Mr R. D. Browne, M.P., in 
commenting on the late debates in parliament on 
Irish matters, was very liberal in his abuse of the 
speakers. Mr Roebuck, however, came in for the 
largest, as well as the most highly-seasoned share. 
‘‘In fine,’”’ said the hon. gentleman, “he was a little 
angry wasp buzzing on the floor of the House of Com- 
mons, which, when it could not collect honour or office 
from any quarter, left its little would-be-baneful 
sting in all parties’”’ [hear, hear]. Mr O'Connell 
brought forward a motion to the effect that a peti- 
tion be prepared and presented to parliament, pray- 
ing for a repeal of the clauses of the Emancipation 
act which affected the Jesuits, and other monastic 
orders. Mr Davis seconded, and Mr S. O’Brien and 
Mr Grattan, M.P., supported the motion, which was 
adopted. Mr Barry (a barrister) brought forward a 
motion for the adoption of an Irish chronology, to 
be printed on the back of the volunteers’ diploma, 
for the purpose of circulating among the people of 
Ireland the main facts connected with the history of 
their country. Mr O’Connell next addressed the 
meeting upon the subject of the report of the land 
commission inquiry. The report certainly admitted 
the pauperised and destitute condition of the people, 
but on the whole he regarded it as “‘ the most ridicu- 
lous piece of insipidity he had ever read: what 
Cobbett would call political cat-lap’’ [hear, hear]. 
The rent was £365. 


Tanit1.—We have news from this island to the 
6th of October. No material alteration had taken 
place in the state of affairs. The Tahitians are now 
established in three camps, connected with each 
other, one of which is at Papenoo, another at Pou- 
navia, and the third in the valley which runs be- 
tween the two places just named. By this disposi- 
tion of their forces, the natives, who have lately been 
actively engaged in fortifying these positions, build- 
ing huts, &c., have surrounded the French settle- 
ment; and this will no doubt greatly increase the 
difficulty already experienced by the Vieesh in ob- 
taining provisions. The corvette Ariane had arrived 
from France. « 

SwitzERLaANv.—The state of Switzerland con- 
tinues to excite great attention in France, and the 
latest accounts show that the danger of a collision is 
becoming every day moreimminent. As was stated 
before, the Directory has taken measures to pre- 
vent the entry of the liberals of Lausanne, who had 
announced their intention of marching upon Lucerne. 
The Vorort at Zurich has called together the federal 
contingents, in order to repel any aggression on the 
sa of the Free Corps. The representatives of 

ngland, France, and Austria, have made strong 
representations to the President of the Confedera- 
tion as to the necessity of putting a speedy end to 
the increasing disorders in the republic, and the 
President has intimated his full concurrence in the 
views of the three powers. On the night of the 17th 
the government of Lucerne learnt, that on the news 
yang received of the revolution in the Canton de 
Vaud, the leaders of the Free Corps met at Herzo- 


an and that they resolved to march upon 
ucerne. 
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Ve agar Wheat| Barley| Oats | Beans| Peas | Flour 
English .. | 1730 | 720| 460 
Scotch.... 
Llrish eeee 3 ee ee 5080 
| Foreign ee ee ee 870 | 
There is literally nothing doing. 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 


‘A Welshman.” We are greatly pleased to receive his 
statement respecting the readiness of ministers in 
North Wales to forward the objects of the British 
Anti-state-church Association, and will take care to 
forward to the right quarter the explanation he has 
given of their reasons for temporary inaction. 

“'Y.8.” Notice has already been given, in the House 
of Commons, of a motion on the subject of capital 
punishments, and those who are interested in the 
question should forward their petitions immediately. 


“ Schismatic.”” The communication is far too long for 
our columns. 
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SUMMARY. 


Tre House of Commons has had a busy week— 
not that business has been very far advanced, but 
that a succession of smart debates has fully occn- 
pied the time of our legislators. We have, conse- 
quently, before us a larger mass of matter to deal 
with than has been common to us for many months 
past, and we shall probably best consult the taste 
of our readers by proceeding at once to sum up 
without preliminary observations. 


Lord Ashley comes first before our notice, with 
a bill of very shrunken dimensions compared with 
that which won for him a questionable celebrity 
last session. Frightened, it would seem, at his 
own chances of success, he has this year attempted 
so puny an application of his favourite principle, 
as to deprive himeelf of the smallest chance of en- 
countering asimilar danger. The bill which he 
incroahosl on ‘Tuesday se’nnight has for its object 
the regulation of the labour of children and young 
persons employed in calico print-works and bleach- 
ing fields in Great Britain and Ireland. The 
honourable member’s philanthropy is certainly of 
the Epicurean order. He has a taste for finding 
out grievances as far irom home as possible. He 
might, with some benefit to his country, have 
exposed the wrongs and the sufferings of the 
Dorsetshire labourers, but he is more recherché in 
his benevolent investigations. He hurries through 
the corn-fields of many counties to arrive at the 
bleaching fields in pursuit of a good case; and, now 
that his attempts at legislation on the broad scale 
are found to be detrimental to the interests of his 
party, he overlooks all works but calico print- 
works, Now it happens to be a fact, that the la- 
bour in these establishments is severe only durin 
one portion of the year—that those engaged in it 
are subject to comparatively little confinement— 
that they are much in the open air—and that the 
fatigue superinduced by their occupation is far 
from excessive. How comes it that the noble 
member has selected this case, when so many 
others of far greater urgency appeal to him for pro- 
tection? It would, perhaps, . ungenerous to 
impute to hima deliberate design of making a 
fair show in his own especial department, without 
the possibility of hampering his ministerial friends ; 
but appearances, we must say, are gg pers 
him.. He obtained leave to bring in his bill, with 
a gentle, but very intelligible intimation, that he 
would obtain nothing more. 

The next personage who claims attention is Mr 
Roebuck. On Wednesday evening, in a speech 
which was peculiarly his own—out-spoken, but 
saucy—bitter, but nevertheless pregnant with truth 
_ he proposed the extension of the tax on realised 

property to Ireland. He was replied to by Mr 
Sheil, in a speech full of antitheses, illumined by 
-gvreatbrilliancy of fancy, and animated by unwonted 
earnestness of spirit. It was what might be called 
a happy effusion; but it wanted one thing to give 
it power-—viz., applicability to the subject in 
hand, It dexterously evaded the point, and by 
much declamation raised a cloud of dust to con- 
ceal the real gist of the question. Sir John Tyrrell 
distinguished himsclf as a supporter of Mr Roebuck 
in aspeech the chief object of which seemed to be,to 
whip himself and his agricultural friends into a po- 
sition of spmething like legislative independence. 
Other speakers followed, whose oratory we cannot 
now stay tocharacterise. ‘The = left upon 
our minds by the debate is this--that, in strict jus- 
tice, Ireland has no claim for exemption from the pro- 
perty. tax, but that, as a matter of policy—of policy, 
we mean, affecting the aristocracy—it would be irri- 
tating just at the present moment to fix upon her 
this burden; and that, as no machinery exists for 
collecting it, it would be unwise to create one, until 


the property tax is made a permanent source of 


income. .Mr Roebuck was supported by thirty- 
three members. His amendment having been 
nm of, the continuance of the income tax 
and the Irish stamp duties was voted by a majority 
of 228 against 30. : 


And now for Mr Duncombe, who has figured 


most gallantly in a three’nights’ discussion. It 


was not to have been expected that the evasive 
report of the secret committee on Post office 
espionage would set the public mind at rest, on 
the disgraceful disclosures which formed the sub- 
ject of their investigatiors. Into Mr Duncombe’s 
case they declined to enter. Accordingly, he 
brought the matter once more before parliament. 
As the representative of a large constituency, he 
claimed, on his own and their behalf, some distinct 
explanation from government, as to the cause why 
his letters have been opened at the Post office, 
and he charged Sir James Graham with having 
the baseness to do an act which he dare not 
openly avow. Sir James again rode his high 
horse of responsibility, but it was clear enough 
that he sat uneasy in his seat. “ Young Eng- 
land” took part with the member for Fins- 
bury; Mr Milnes, Lord John Manners, and Mr 
D'Israeli all coming forward with a high mettled 
peerney to wipe away this stain of reproach 
rom English character. At the suggestion of 
Lord Howick, the motion, as originally submitted 
by Mr Duncombe, and which seemed to reflect 
discredit upon the secret committee, was narrowed 
to a demand for a committee to inquire into the 
honourable member’s own case. Strange to say, 
the Home Secretary's most ardent supporters came 
from the whig-radical school, and, where tories 
blamed, Mr Ward and others saw reason only to 
admire. Sir Robert Peel seemed particularly sore 
on the occasion, just as he always does when he 
finds himself under the necessity of sie ty wong, 
notoriously bad cause. The result was, that Mr 
Duncombe was refused his committee by a ma- 
jority of 95. This, however, will not stay pro- 
ceedings. At the very moment when we are writ- 
ing these lines, he is probably, in conformity with 
notice, urging the House to call to its bar certain 
Post office functionaries, with a view to charge 
them with having opened the letters of a member 
of parliament, to examine them on that charge, 
and to ascertain from them by whose authority 
they acted. He will thus drive ministers into a 
corner from which there seems at present to be no 
way of escape. 

nter now Mr Gibson, the member for Man- 
chester, with a resolution for the equalisation of 
the duties on sugar, and a speech crowded with 
evidence to prove that, by the present discriminat- 
ing duty, the people of this country are spat 
taxed to the tune of some £2,800,000, not to enric 
her Majesty’s exchequer, but to enable non-resi- 
dent proprietors of colonial estates to maintain a 
lazy and improvident system of agriculture, the 
whole profits of which are eaten up by attorneys, 
bailiffs, and overseers. The West Indian pro- 
prietors affected to treat the question as an 
abstract one; but, as Mr Bright well reminded 
them, the eagerness they displayed to be pre- 
sent—the earnestness with which they spoke 
—and the solemnity with which the matter 
was viewed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
proved pretty clearly that, in their estimation, the 
subject was practical enough. The debate was not 
a lively one, but the speeches of Lord Howick, of 
Mr Cobden, and of Mr Bright, were able, convinc- 
ing, and thoroughly out-spoken. The whigs, who 
deem protection the bane of agriculture, shunned 
the House, and ministers intrusted their defence 
to Sir George Clerk and Mr Cardwell. The mo- 
tion was lost by a majority of 127. 


Come we now to external matters. The first 
thing which meets us is a blue book from Ireland 
—the report of the commissioners on the tenure 
of land. It is much like other reports, somewhat 
more searching, perhaps, in its investigations, but 
scarcely more satisfactory in the remedies which 
it suggests—evidence obtained at great expense, 
and set forth in due arrangement, but designed to 
be the basis of peddling measures, in which pro- 
perty will be more leniently treated than man. 


We have but one other topic presenting itself 
for notice. Another overland mail has arrived 
with tidings from India and China. There has been 
a revolution in the Punjaub, and Heera Singh 
Rajah and Jellah Pundit have been assassinated, 
together with some others of the Rajah’s adherents. 
In Nepaul, also, the Rajah has been compelled to 
abdicate in favour of his son, now only seventeen 
vears old, and an idiot. Sickness still prevails in 

scinde ; and in Hong Kong a serious disturbance 
between the government and the Europeans had 
been produced by a registration decree, which is 
styled “ pigeons arbitrary, unconstitutional, and 
despotic.” The ordinance has since been modified, 
and most of the Chinese who had left the island 
in consequence of it have returned. 


TEACHING BY PICTURES. 


Tie Council of the National Complete Suffrage 
Union have, after considerable deliberation, pro- 
pounded a plan for bringing the moral influence of 
the non-enfranchised to in the decision of par 
liamentary>elections. It may be cursorily described 
as follows. A committee, composed of electors 
and non-electors, for each place returning a mem- 
ber to the House of Commons—a careful register 


of all the male adults within the boundaries of 


roposed at a public meeting, and, when a poll is 
Seecandled, a cotviag them through the poll, by 
ballot—and, in case of the rejection by the legal 
constituency of the man in whose favour the _ma- 
jority of the people’s votes are recorded, a petition 
to the House of Commons to withhold all pecu- 
niary grants until the real representatives of the 
people are allowed to take their seats. Upon this 
plan we propose to make a few remarks. n 

We admit, at once, the importance of teaching 
men the value of great abstract principles of jus- 
tice, by what we may be allowed to characterise as 
pictorial representations. Even in illustration of 
dynamic laws, which may be subjected to exact 
calculations, a working model will do more to con- 
vince the judgment, and to remove indefinite ob- 
jections, than the most rigid mathematical demon- 
stration. In the sphere of politics, actual exem- 
plifications of a theory are still more useful. Cau- 
tious men uniformly look askance upon propused 
changes until they have ascertained by experiment 
how such changes will work. Thousands, for in- 
stance, who are not backward to admit that com- 
plete suffrage is based upon the soundest axioms, 
doubt the eo omg: iving it immediate prac- 
tical application. undreds of thousands who 
pick up their opinions without caring to examine 
of what quality they are, frighten themselves by a 
monster of their own day-dreams, and imagine that 
true patriotism demands from them an energetic 
opposition to reforms of which they have not a 
single well-defined notion. One actual illustration 
of the working of complete suffrage would go far 
to dissipate both ignorance and indifference. 
Could the country be made to see the principle 
for which we contend in action—could it but ob- 
serve its movements, and fairly examine its results 
—could it, in short, be brought to contemplate 
complete suffrage, not a the medium of ab- 
stract reasoning, but as developed in actual work- 
ing, an jmmense advantage would be gained for, 
and a moral impulse would be given to, the ques 
tion of equal representation, which would carry it 
on far towards the goal of ultimate triumph. 

It will be obvious, then, from the preceding re- 
marks, that we regard the suggestion of the Coun- 
cil as a valuable one. We do so; but we are 
bound, in justice to ourselves, to add that we 
think its whole value will depend upon the mode 
in which it is applied, and the object for which it 
is to be made available. If intended for an im- 

ressive illustration of right principles, we believe 
it may be made to succee it designed to act as 
a political power, with a view to force certain 
changes in the constitution, we are convinced it 
will signally fail. We shall assume that the 
former is contemplated by the Council, and, on 
this assumption, will take leave respectfully to 
suggest what appears to us to be especially worthy 
of notice. 

The experiment they are now about to try is 
certainly the most important one which has ever 
occupied their attention, and in its success every 
enlightened friend of civil liberty must needs take 
a deep interest. It will be all but superfluous to 
remark that its value will be determined by its 
distinctness, by its ease of working, and by its 

ractical success. Would it not be wise, there- 
ore, in the first instance, to try the plan upon a 
comparatively restricted scale? Suppose a selec- 
tion were made of six boroughs, and that, instead 
of attempting to reduce the Council’s proposal to 
practice wherever a constituency exists, the trial 
were first made in these six boroughs only. Then 
the following advantages would be gained. In 
the first place, the whole experiment would stand 
out in sharper relief before the eyes of the country, 
would be far more clearly and strongly defined, 
and, considered as a pictorial lesson, would, from 
its very angularity, if so we may express ourselves, 
imprint itself more deeply on the national mind. 
Further, the beneficial working of the plan will 
mainly depend upon a minute attention to, and 
supervision of, its minor details—such a degree 
and accuracy of attention, as will entail con- 
siderable expense —a wise and extensive subdivi- 
sion of labour —-and a power of local agitation, 
which would be wholly impossible at present, ex- 
cept upon the narrower scale we have suggested. 
Nor ought the difficulty to be forgotten of finding 
those candidates, the selection of whom by the 
poe will commend their judgment to the intel- 
igent and unprejudiced. e believe that, within 
the limits we have marked out, the experiment 
would be found a manageable, and, if energetically 
pushed, a successful one. We are confident that 
neither funds, nor candidates, nor workmen, would 
be wanting in this case; and we are sure that the 
concentration of strength upon a focus would turn 
to better practical account than a waste of it upon 
too extensive an undertaking. 

The main object of the Council being, if we 
rightly understand it, to give a moral impulse to 
the question over which they exercise a guardian 
care, it is manifest that they cannot exclude from 
their consideration the general character of the 
materials with which they have to deal. They are 
unfortunately compelled to try their experiment, 
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to the worth of that right of which they are de- 
prived, and earnestly disposed to claim it, there 
would be small difficulty in so directing their en- 
thusiasm, as to secure for them all the advantages 
of citizenship. But when it is notorious that even 
the trifling trouble and — of putting their 
names upon the register suffice to deter thousands 
from claiming a vote to which they would be 
entitled by law, it is obvious at a glance, that some 
hundreds of elections carried on solely with a view 
to a moral effect upon the constituencies, and de- 
signed to issue in no legal and valid result, would 
show such an amount of popular neglect, as to ex- 
pose the whole question to serious disadvantage. 
if ever the people are prepared, throughout_the 
empire, to carry out the proposed plan, they will 
be in a condition to dictate terms to the strongest 
government. They would evince a steadiness, an 
unanimity and a strength of determination, such 
as noconventional arrangements would be tenacious 
enough to resist. As yet, however, no symptoms 
of such earnestness of purpose can be discovered. 


Tried, then, on the broad scale, we fear the 
proposal would end in total failure. An unreal 
election—that is, an election which could issue in 
no legal result—is open to these two objections. 
In times like the present, when political feeling is 
almost lost amidst the claims of daily business, 
men would want the interest necessary to give im- 
portance to such a trial—and, in serious times, 
when excitement runs high, they would overleap 
every scheme which did not come to them recom- 
mended by its substantial reality. 

These objections, however, may be obviated in 
the case we have suggested. The mere knowledge 
that they have been selected to give an important 
practical lesson to the whole kingdom, and the 
consciousness of being watched with eager interest 
by all the friends of freedom, would supply a 
strong motive to afew boroughs to cast off all 
remains of lethargy. They might be roused to 
exertion by a,course of preparatory agitation. 
They might secure candidates worth struggling 
for. The field of enterprise would not be too 
wide for the minutest arrangement of details. 
And what is perhaps the most important con- 
sideration of all, they would be able to understand 
clearly the object they were expected to compass 
—namely, to give to the world a practical illus- 
tration of the beauty of complete suffrage princi- 


y facts those who will not 
earn from reasoning. 


THE PROGRESS OF MEANNESS. 


As one falsehood usually begets a necessity for a 
dozen others, so one act of meanness requires se- 
veral following ones to cover it. Ministers were 
distinctly charged, last session, with violating the 
sanctity of private correspondence. Flourish as 
they will about the importance of arming the exe- 
cutive with this odious power, they cannot divest 
their own minds of the consciousness, that every 
exercise of it tramples upon universally recognised 
laws of honour; and when, as in recent instances, 
resorted to clandestinely, they feel that detection 
exposes them to imputations which no plea of con- 
stitutional authority can successfully meet. Law, it 
is true, may allow, or even empower, them to sneak 
—but law cannot wipe away the reproach of sneak- 
ing. To detain a letter at the Post-office, to unseal 
it, to read its contents, to reseal it, and to send it 
forward to its destination as if nothing had hap- 
pened, is just that species of practical equivocation 
and bad faith which no administration can resort 
to without being ashamed of—and the home secre- 
tary, we should imagine, would, at his first meet- 
ing with Mr Duncombe, after having secretly in- 
spected his letters, be sensible of that kind of 
awkwardness, which prompts a guilty man to avoid 
the eye of him whom he has injured. 


To their own conviction that the act which they 
had stooped to perform was so essentially and in- 
herently base as to admit of no complete justifica- 
tion, we may trace up all the difficulties in which 
ministers have been involved by this shabby affair. 
They parted company with honour when they re- 
solved upon fertively crawling into a knowledge of 
Mr Duncombe’s relationships, and purposes, and 
every step they have since taken has been such as 
honour would have condemned. Not one feature 
of their determination in this business bears the 
stamp of manliness. The cool attempt of Sir James 
Graham to look defiance upon outraged feelings 
from behind the screen of official responsibility—his 
subsequentabandonmentof this high ground merely 
because events convinced him that it could not be 
retained—the ostentation with which he announced 


that the time had arrived for telling the whole 


truth, ill-supported as it was by a secret committee 
of his own choosing—the cowardly exclusion of 
Mr Duncombe from that committee, under the 
pretence that he was an accusing party, and then, 
the shirking of his charge because he had not 
made it more definite—the refusal to him of all 
inquiry, connected with the insidious whispers 
against his wyalty and good citizenship—all betray 
the impression of ministers that they have done a 
thing which they cannot openly or fairly defend. 
And now they have woven about themselves a per- 


fect web-work of meanness—and if pursued, as we 
have no doubt they will be, they will have to break 
through some part of their own flimsy defences, 
and stand before the country confessedly beaten 
and disgraced. 

The progress, hitherto, of this affair, from bad 
to worse, would suffice to convince us, if nothing 
else did that nothing whatever can justify a resort 
to Post office espionage. The facilities for episto- 
lary communication in this country, may oecasion- 
ally favour treasonable correspondence—and power 
bodeed with the state to open letters by warrant, 
may here and there secure the detection of rogues. 
But every argument which is put forward in de- 
fence of the practice, tells equally on behalf of the 
spy system which every statesman now agrees in 


condemning—and it seems absolutely essential to, 


the political worth of this instrument for detecting 
guilt, that it should be employed in such a manner 
as to cut against the grain of all truthfulness) and 
honesty. As such, it cannot but do more harm 
than good. That which demands for its efficient 
exercise a surrender of all one’s notions of social 
morality, is a weapon which no government ought 


to require. No political necessity can justify in a\ 


cabinet the perpetration of deeds which they are 
ashamed to avow. Whatever will not bear the 
light of day, though defended by sophistry, must 
needs be condemned by reason. 


THR CURRENT OF LEGISLATION FOR 
IRELAND. 


THE population of Ireland may be divided into 
two classes—masters and serfs. The former com- 
— a very limited number of individuals—the 
atter embraces nearly the entire nation. For the 
serfs we can afford to do nothing—their condition 
is abject; misery is their common lot; and if, per- 
chance, unvarying misgovernment renders them 
intractable, we send them coercion bills, state pro- 
secutions, and twenty thousand soldiers, For the 
masters we are ready to do anything, however ex- 
pensive. We keep up a church establishment 
exclusively for their advantage—we protect their 
property at an enormous cost to ourselves—when 
they are in peril we toss overboard, for their 
sakes, any and every political principle—we give 
them the benefit of every privilege which we en- 
joy—and we ask comparatively nothing in return. 

See now, how the gentry in the sister isle profit 
by British legislation. It was but a short time 
since that we made a clean gift of a million to the 
protestant clergy, and then, with unexampled 
generosity, made over to the landlords about five- 
and-twenty per cent. of the tithes. ‘Their exemp- 
tion from the income tax, by their own confession, 
has enabled them greatly to lighten the incum- 
brances upon their estates. And now, upon the 
faintest show of taxing realised property in Ireland, 
at the same rate as it is taxed here, they begin to 
talk of revolution. 

We can well understand both the injustice and 
the impolicy of laying upon the Irish people any 
further burden. But Mr Roebuck’s motion on 
Wednesday evening touched the Irish /andlords 
almost exclusively. Ireland’s deep poverty is no 
valid argument for their exemption from taxation. 
Property is property, wherever situated, and a 
thousand a year derived from estates in the sister 
isle is not worth the less to its possessor, because 
his countrymen are poor. Why it should be per- 
mitted to go scot free is more than we can divine. 
It is insured at great expense to the nation, and it 
ought surely to pay its fair proportion to the state. 
But Ireland is a sort of pasture for the leaner 
aristocracy—and it invariably happens that what- 
ever favour is shown by legislature towards that 
country, goes to the account of the masters rather 
than of the slaves. We can tax Irish sugar, tea, 
and bread—but we must beware of taxing Irish 
property. ‘The masses—who cares for them? but 
the gentry, oh spare their mortgaged estates! 
Such is the general current of legislation for Ire- 
land. We take from those who have not, and 
make their poverty the plea for giving to those 
who have. injustise oe both what we do, and 
what we refuse todo. Our favours are as ill de- 
served as are our frowns. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PRESS. 
DUTIES REPEALED BY THE NEW TARIFF. 
(rom the League.) 

We have just received the list of the 430 articles on 
which the import duties are to be “totally and imme- 
diately ’’ repealed. ‘The catalogue is more calculated to 
excite surprise at the folly which taxed these articles, 
than admiration of the wisdom that discovered the ex- 
pediency of their removal from the tariff. Some of the 
items suggest a few serious reflections not wholly devoid 
of amusement. ‘Thus, while our bread is taxed, arsenic 
is admitted duty free ; so that, if we cannot have food at 
the natural price, we may have poison on moderate 
terms. Beef-wood meets our eye in the catalogue, 
where we should much rather see the beef without the 
wood. Singing birds are no longer entitled to protec- 
tion, which must greatly annoy Lord Winchilsea and the 
rest of the finches. Bones of cattle are liberated from 
duty, but the flesh upon them remains subject to the 
landlords’ tax ; foreign animals are allowed to furnish us 
with everything but meat; free admission is granted to 
their bones, their hides, their hair, their hoofs, their 
horns, and their tails—to everything but their flesh, 
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which is precisely the part of which we stand most in 
need. Brimstone in rolls we may have if we please, but 
for bread in rolls we supplicate in vain; drt " 
flour we are to get at will, but no other flour will be al- 
lowed by the monopolists. We wish that we could re- 
verse the arrangement, and leave them the brimstone, 
while the rolls and flour should go to the nation. Bris- 
tles may come in, but not the pork they covered: and 
should children cry for food, the state doctor has pro- 
vided the same remedy as Moliére’s mock doctor, in 
“Le Médecin malgré lui,” viz., ‘a good whipping,” by 
allowing the admission of canes duty free. Unm 

tured chalk is liberated from taxation, but in its manu- 
factured condition, as milk, its exclusion is continued for 
the sake of the agricultural interest, Coals may be car- 


| ried to Newcastle without let or hindrance; and the 


same generosity is exhibited in the free admission of 
‘cotton yarn to Manchester. Feathers, flocks, and 
flower roots, for beds, have won the favour of the Pre- 
mier; but flotks of sheep continue under the appropriate 
\protection of the Duke of Richmond, All gums, except 
those in the head, are honoured with special recognition 
by the minister; instead of a supply for them, he offers 
usyewels, duty free, which exemplifies “ asking for bread 
ana receiving a stone” with a vengeance. As we cannot 
obtain food to fatten ourselves or our cattle, we are g 
ciously permitted to import animal oil; and Orange Peel 
having disappeared since 1829, a fresh supply py be 
had from abroad, with the addition of Lemon Peel, th 
acid being derived from the income tax. We finda long 
catalogue of liberated sceds; but lament that the seeds 
of wheat,\oats, and barley are not among the enfran- 
chised, though botanists might rank them among the 
unenumerated grasses. Thrown silk ia the article 
in ‘which the principle of protection is directly aban- 
doned, unless\we include teasles as part of agricultural 
eet There is much cry but very little wool in the 

udget beyond ‘cotton wool, which is ape | important ; 
there are, however, several long pores in addition to that 
spun by ‘the Premier in his opening speech. 


THE INCOME TAX AND WAR, 


(From the Manchester Times.) 


We are no adversaries to direct taxation, when equi- 
tably applied. \A tax upon property, which require 
protection from ‘the machinery of civil government, 
could only be opposed by selfish or untaught men. But 
the imposition of\an income tax upon the skill, enter- 
prise, and labour of industrious men should be the last 
dictate of necessity,,and requires an exercise of disere- 
tion and fo. bearance ‘which we shall expect in vain from 
the inquisitors emplo to extort it. The manifest 
pep set of a tax of six pounds on the salary of a clerk, 
a minister of religion, or mechanical servant, or on the 
income of a surgeon, an author, or a tradesman, amount- 
ing to £200, and which is momentarily dependent on 
the exercise of mental faculties; and of six pounds on 
the rental of land which would sell for £6000, or on the 
revenue from £7000 in the funds, must appear to the 
most superficial. Let the multitudes look ‘to it — whig 
and tory agree that they shall be thus harassed, under 
the operation of Sir R. Peel’s income tax. \ But. we have 
yet another complaint against the continuation of this 
odious impost. ees, 

Happily the war spirit is evaporating in, this oom- 
munity, and the principles of peace are taking hold on 
the thousands of the people. Not a few would rather 
die than contribute of their substance for the mainte- 
id to shoot and 


nance of military murder, or of armies 
stand to be shot. Now, Sir Robert Peel proposes to 
increase the navy by four thousand men, \ to 
strengthen that branch of the war establishment. His 
plan is to pay for this increase from the surplus revenue 
secured by the income tax. Every man, therefore, who 
pays income tax willingly, will now become an accom- 
plice in the trade of war, as plainly as every man who 
pays tithes or church rates consents to uphold church 
establishments. We ask the “friends’’ of peace what 
difference, morally, will be found in the two acts? and 
is a standing army or a floating navy less hostile to the 
divine will than an established church ? 

We understand the peace societies are awake to this 
matter, and are honourably exerting their influence on 
this occasion. In Birmingham, last Sunday, eight or 
ten congregations received addresses from their pastors 
in relation to the question. We hope the tea party of 
the Manchester Peace Society will next Wednesday give 
the most serious attention to Sir R, Peel’s tax and its 
destination. A larger and more popular movement 
should be prepared, so as to reach the legislature and 
enlist the public mind. Let a test be now applied, pre- 
paratory to next election. This session will afford the 
best criteria for that occasion which the constituencies 
may obtain, and the people should be preparing for the 
next electoral contest. Every consistent free-trader 
must be a friend of peace, and adverse to war establish- 
ments. 


THE INCOME TAX. 


(From the Exammer.) 


The objections to mitigating the unfairness of the in- 
come tax utterly pass understanding. The maxim of 
wisdom, ‘‘ Est quodam prodire tenus si non datur 
ultra,” isin this instance for the first time rejected 
and it is ruled by both whigs and tories, ministry an 
opposition, that if all injustice cannot be prevented none 
should be cured. The very enormity of the grievance is 
in fact made the argument for not abating it. 
conclusion from Sir Robert Peel does not in the least 
surprise us, but we confess we cannot understand the 
acquiescence of Lord John Russell in so injurious an ab- 
surdity. 

The Premier coolly says— 

“ Looking at the specimen already afforded us in this 
preliminary discussion, I think the House can scarcely 
refuse to come to the conclusion that it is better to vote 
for the continuance of the tax for three years longer in 
its present form than encounter the tedious and unne- 
cessary discussions which those proposals [for amend- 
ment) would inevitably lead to.” — 

In other and plainer words, it is better for the House 
to do gross injustice to half the country than to be fa- 


tigued with the discussion of the means of correcting the 


wrong. 

Sir Robert Peel calls the discussions unnecessary, the 
petitio principii, the whole question of the necessity of 
the discussion turning on the fact of there being a 
grievance allowing of and calling for correction. 

Sir Robert Peel does not deprecate discussion on the 

round that there is no wrong to be sim 


but ss 
sly on the selfish plea of the trouble it give the 
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House. * Let us,” says he in effect, “ e the in- 
fats, a spare ourselves fa igue. Injustice in the 
is the most profitable to the exchequer and the 


: Nyy by the House, so let us do it without more 
rdé; the injustice, great a’it may be, and cruel and 
injurious as it may be elsewhere, is not worth talking 
May ere, It is for us to impose, for others to bear. 
tis for us to do, and for others to suffer. The injury 
ie <P, id no Moment, the fatigue of talking about it 
uca, 
. 4. callous man is this! How utterly.reckless of 
ph @onsequences to thousands involved in his 
séédly defective 4nd unjust measures. Odiously 
Sted as he is {6 dedeit—so inveterately versed in the 
. it, that he resorts to false pretences, so flagrant 
_fone can be imposed on—yet there is one thing, 
086 thing only, which he never simulates, and that 
, Any love of fairness or any particle of consideration 
for shose who are thé suflerers From injustice. 

' Shaman wits is this cold-blooded jeer to Lord 
John ussell, who had designated the income tax as 
Most véxatious, oppressive, and unjust— 

‘tt he found himself on these benches, he would feel 

‘gurplis of £5,200,000, however derived, to be a most 
Comfortable addition to the ordinary and permanent 
revenné of the country [cheers and laughter].” 
es crete? derived!” The pickpocket with his booty 
Bugs himeelf, and taunts his honest neighbour with the 
hee rascally reflection on the comfortable addition, 

Ow 
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aver derived.” 
Phe very reverse of the /audutur et alget is the lot of 
ie hateful income tax—it is reprobated and paapertes. 

rd John Russell condemns it most energetically—de- 
ar it a8 most iniquitous and oppressive—and votes 
for it. Many other liberal members have followed his 
gular example. Mr Roebuck has faken the sensible 
irited course of oprosin what he disapproves, 
| haa had the support of fifty-four members, whose 
op Meh on this occasion will be remembered and appre- 
ciated by their constituencies and the public. 

Mr Roebuck acéufately describéd the strange incon- 
sistencies on this occasion :— 

‘‘ Almost every person who bad spoken on that (the 

opposition) side of the House had condemned the pro- 
perty and income tax, with the éxception of the hon. 
member for Kendal. Almost every one had deprecated 
the notion that that tax should be permanent, and at the 
sathe time every one had declared his expectation that 
it would be permanent; and yet almost every one had 
coshe to the conclusion of voting for the tax [‘ Hear,’ 
and laughter. }’’ 
i Mr C. Buller ably seconded thé o tion of Mr Roe- 
buék; and; flotwithstanding the defection of a large 
portion of thé liberal party, the country will not be left 
without champions of its interests against this iniqui- 
tous measure. 
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* The Complete Suffrage Mobement, 


: Birmingham, Feb. 24, 1844. 
‘Phe Council of the National Complete Suffrage 
Union mét at their rodms, 37, Waterloo street, Bir- 
or ee on Monday afternoon—Mr Sturge in the 
chair. 
. The teport of the quarterly meeting having re- 
the resolutions on the subject of a new 
sourse of action at elections, after approving of 
yg the Executive Committee will teke what 


ateps may appear beet fitted to bring them under the 
noti¢e of their friends. 
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MBTROPOLITAN was 69 +g SUFFRAGE ASSOCIA- 


The ménibers of this association held their first 

ful meééting 6n Monday venta last, at Guild- 
all hotel, Gresham ebrbat, Cty. Theré were about 
evénty mernbers present. Mr Gtorexr Simmons was 
unanimously called to preside, who, in opens the 
business, read two lettera—one from Mr Edward 
Miall (the editor of the Nonconformist), expressing 
gzeat regret that paramount business prevented his 
being present; and the other from Mr W. Lovett, 
dedlining to be placed on the committee, for reasons 
therein stated. The report of the provisional com- 
fiittéé and the treasurér’s statement of accounts 
Were then read, and a balance of £3 12s, 7d, de- 
clared to be handed over to the new treasurer. On 

é motion of Mr T. B. Wi1son, seconded by Mr 

. Dixon, of Kingsland, the report was unanimously 
seoeived and adopted. The ballot for officers then 
proceeded, Messrs Stéphings and Hackett being ap- 
pointed écrutineers, the tesult of which was the 
following list :— 

President :—W. Sharman Crawford, Esq., M.P. 

Treasurer :—J. M. Webb, Esq. 

Vice-presidents :—John Bowring, Esq., M.P., Edward Miall, 
Esq., Ebenezer Clarke, Esq., Dr Thomas Price, Rev. S. Green, 
©. Stovel. 
Ce mittee —Mesers Statiord Allen, W. Allam, J. F. Bon- 
er “ae 2 Care, Coskabiy. J. H. Davis, B. Dixon, W. 
ckés, T. Dick, H. Edger, C,H. bit, J. A. Miles, Outtram, 
. Simmons, I. A. Thomas, W. Tabor, Jabez Vines, Joshua 
¢, Hénry Vincent, J. H. Wilson. 
“Mr T. B. Wilson and Mr Jackman having been 


aes auditors, the following address, read by 


Henry Eporx, was, on the motion of Mr 

3 B of Snaresbrook, seconded by Mr H. Vin- 

CENT, Unanimously adopted, and ordered to be 

printed and extensively «trenlated, under the direc- 
tion of the conimittce ° 


“Fhe presént condition of political atiairs in this 
éountry can be satisfactory to none who do not profit by 
abuses. Numerons facts have laid bare the conclusion 
that the whole machifery of government is under the 
exclusive control of monopolists, distinguished by what- 
evé? party names; and fs worked for the benetit, not of 
the people, but of a faction. The great interests of the 
hation hve falling into inextricable confusion---and the 
dictates of sound policy, of aaerrme fi and of religion, are 
recklessly set at nottght by a class legislature. 

‘It has now become too apparent to be gainsayed, 
that the éxisting constituencies, a8 well as the parlia- 
ment which represents them, are hopelessly corrupt, 
and that no great and salutaty change in the adminis- 
tration of government can be éffected their instru- 


fentality under pressure of a r eh 
a t revoludon. ‘tne present 4 tute of 
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all curative elements—its very 
come gradually worse—and it will be well if disorders 
already alarming, may, by any means, be prevented 
from ripening into ruin. 

“ An entire changein the representative arrangements 
of this country appears to be the only alternative now 
remaining to those who value the prosperity of the em- 
pire. It is believed that the middle classes of society 
are becoming daily more thoroughly alive to its necessity 
—it is known that the masses are earnestly in its favour. 
There is clearly a common ground of truth and justice 
upon which both may unite and co-operate. That ground 
is efficient parliamentary representation. That each sub- 
ject should have a vote in public matters, equal in value 
to the vote of every other subject—that he should have 
the opportunity of giving it as freely, and to the candi- 
date of his own choice—and that the responsibility of 
the elected to the eléctors should be real as well as no- 
minal—are principles which can only be repudiated by 
those who repudiate representation altogether. The first 
involves «niversal suffrage and equal electoral districts 
—the second vote by ballot, no property qualification, 
and payment of members; the last would be best secured 
by annual parliaments. These doctrines, taken as a 
whole, have, of late, been designated by the title of 
Complete Suffrage. 

“Ttis well known that an organisation has for some 
time existed, the object of which is to promulgate and 
sock the legislative embodiment of these primary politi- 
cal truths; and, throughout the provinces, its operations 
nave been attended with considerable success. No con- 
centrated effort has hitherto been brought to bear upon 
public opinion in the metropolis. Isolated attempts 
have been made to scatter here and there the seeds of 
sound political knowledge, and not without cheering re- 
sults. But itis strongly felt that some systematic plan 
for collecting, increasing, and combining opinion and 
feeling on this question, is loudly called for by passing 
events, and would, if wisely projected and energetically 
carried out, accomplish valuable ends. 

‘Under these circumstances a metropolitan association 
has been formed, as a focus upon which all the earnest 
attachment to these doctrines, now scattered and buried, 
may converge; and as a centre from which political 
truth may be radiated with greater power to the inhabit- 
ants of London and its suburbs.” 

The association thus formed commends itself to 
all who desire the establishment of a system of go- 
vernment which shall have for its object the well- 
being of the people at large. 

The meeting was one specially for business, but 
the moving and sevonding the above address fur- 
nished an opportunity for remark, and, but for the 
space that address occupies, we should have been 
happy to have reported the admirable speeches of 
Mr Clarke and Mr Vincent—the former dwelling 
emphatically on the necessity for energetic action, 
and urging upon all—ministers of the gospel and 
young Christians especially—the duty of seeking, by 
all honourable means, the removal of oppression and 
wrong, come whence it may, and whatever interferes 
with the civil and religious freedom of their fellow- 
men; the other, with all the fervour of spirit and 
disinterested earnestness which so eminently cha- 
racterise him, followed up Mr Clarke’s appeal, by 
assuring them that from the association now formed 
he augured great results. The country were looking 
to the metropolis for direction in the cause of com- 
plete suffrage—they were waiting for a movement in 
London, and were ready energetically to sustain it, 
One main point to which their attention should be 
directed, was the enlightening of the people; nothing 
had been done hitherto to show the holiness of our 
principles. The feeling still existed that violence 
and ignorance were associated with them. This 
must be removed, in order to success. Let them 
know that no political organisation now exists where 
these elements were blended—events had destroyed 
it. Let all present earnestly set to work in the good 
canse—make it their business, individually and col- 
lectively, to carry out its principles—and there was 
no fear of the result. Let meetings and soirées be held 
and lectures delivered throughout London. The 
Anti-corn-law League met at Covent Garden—why 
should : ot they? O’Connell boasted that he com- 
menced his “ monster” agitation with six persons; 
and that association, now formed in that room, 
might become the means of originating a party that 
should rescue the country from the power of a selfish 
aristocracy. 

Thanks were voted to the scrutineers and to the 
Chairman, who suitably replied. 


A considerable number of new members were en- 
tolled ; and it was announced, at the close of the 
meeting, that the committee would meet at Hart's 
hotel, Aldersgate street, until further notice, for the 
purpose of enrolling members, and preparing for 
+ ic usefulness. The meeting then adjourned to 

fonday, March 17th. 

A feeling was kindled at this meeting, we feel as- 
sured, destined to increase until it shall have dif- 
fused itself through the length and breadth of the 
land. ‘We call upon our friends, everywhere, to sup- 
port, by their purse and their countenance and their 
personal aid, the Metropolitan Complete Suffrage 
Association, as admirably adapted to the accomplish- 
ment of the righteous end it contemplates. 


Posr Orrics Notice.—The following important 
notice was issued by the Postmaster-general on Fri- 
day :~-* On and from the Ist of March next, an ad- 
ditional rate of 4d. the half-ounce over and above 
the present postage will be chargeable on all letters, 
and an additional rate of 2d. on every newspaper, 
forwarded by ihe overland mail, whether vii South- 
ampton or vid Marseilles, to and from places to the 
eastward of Calcutta, and also to and from the Mau- 
ritius, the Cape of Good Hope, Bourbon, or Mada- 
gascar, when despatched to such places from ports 
in India, or vice versd; this sum being levied to 
defray the charge made by the East India compan 


for the despatch and réceipt of such letters an 
newspapers.” | 
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FOREIGN. 
AMERICA. 


By the latest intelligence from the United States 
we learn that the debate in the House of Represen- 
tatives on the Oregon Occupation bill was suspénded, 
the excitement in connexion with the success of the 
annexation scheme had experienced a lull, and alto- 
gether affairs remained in statu quo. The Washing- 
ton correspondent of one of the journals, under date 
the 30th ult., remarks that the democracy of the 
House had become rather alarmed at the belligerent 
position with regard to England, and expressed on 
that day a willingness to have the Oregon bill modi- 
fied, so gs to make it conform to the treaty stipula- 
tions; and that their amendment not being prepared, 
the debate was arrested for that purpose. 

It is stated that Mr Calhoun remitted to Mr 
Everett by the last steamer a most decided despatch, 
demanding from our government positive informa- 
tion relative to the refusal given by the authorities 
of Bermuda some time back to deliver up some 
slaves who, after murdering a family in Florida, 
escaped to the island. 


FRANCE. 


Ministers have passed through the ordeal of the 
debate on the Secret Service Money bill, and have 
come out triumphant. The discussion commenced 
on Thursday, and closed on Friday evening. The 
battle. ground of the opposing parties was an amend- 
ment proposed by M. Boudet, the object of which 
was to reduce the amount of the Secret Service fund 
by 25,000 francs, M. Billault was the principal 
speaker against the government. Without influence 
or moral weight (he said), everything attempted by 
the government vanished before other projects, or 
disappeared in the ballot-box. The fate of the do- 
tation quéstion and other questions, which want of 
courage only | bea the government from bring- 
ing forward, showedits weakness. A weak govern- 
ment was always an evil toa country, and he wished 
such a state of things to be brought to anend. M. 
Guizot defended the policy of government, and con- 
cluded by declaring that the ministry were willing 
to take the result of the vote as conclusive of the 
confidence or want of confidence in the Chamber. 
M. Odillon Barrot declared that he and his friends 
would support any motion which might bring about 
a change of ministry. A division then followed, 
and the ballot having been called for, the result was, 
for the amendment, 205; against it, 229—majority, 
24. The amendment was therefore rejected, and the 
Chamber then divided on the whole bill, which was 
carried by a large majority. 

The result of this division 1s considered conclusive 
as to the continuance of the ministry in power 
during the remainder of the present session. The 
majority is not a large one. but it is larger than that 
on the Pritchard indemnity. It is jmpossible that 
with so strongly organised an opposition the ministry 
can continue to carry on with the present Chamber. 
It is, therefore, nearly certain that in October there 
will be a dissolution, and that the general election 
will come on in November. The opposition have, it 
is said, resolved upon obstructing the ministry in 
every possible way. 

The Paris Moniteux of Thursday announces the 
formal recognition of the provisional government of 
Mexico by King Louis Philippe; who received M. 
Garo in the character of its representative on Wed- 
nesday. 

The French government had ordered reinforce- 
ments of troops to be yey oor to the Swiss fron- 
tier. It was reported in Paris that the Austrian go- 
vernment had resolved to interfere. 


eee 


INDIA AND CHINA. 


By the first of the series of fortnightly communi- 
cations with India, we receive intelligence from 
Madras to the 13th ult. The news possesses consi- 
derable interest. The Punjaub is again in commo- 
tion. A revolution broke out, and Heera Singh, the 
raiah, and Jella Pundit, have been killed. As usual, 
there are several accounts of the cause, &c.; but the 
following is said to be the most authentic :—From 
the very ill feeling that has existed for some time 
between the mother of the Maharajah and Heera 
Singh, an explosion was looked for, sooner or later, 
as inevitable. She applied to Heera Singh for some 


in her demand so warmly by the council of the army, 
usual on such occasions, that Heera got alarmed, 
and put off the matter until next day, before day- 
light of which he was on his way, with 800 troops, 
to some place in the vicinity of Jumboo. The 
Khalsa troops in Lahore, on hearing this, pursued 
him, and, on coming up, killed him, Jella Pundit, 
and several others of the Rajah's adherents. The 
heads of the Rajah and Jella Pundit were brought 
to Lahore, and carried in procession round the 
streets. ‘The next day salutes were fired, and the 
mother of the Maharajah held adurbar. The English 
government had, it was believed, no idea of inter- 
fering in ¢his instance. 

A revolution had taken place also in Nepaul, but 
from the circumstances it is generally believed that 
it was a got-up affair. ‘The Rajah had promised to 
abdicate in favour of his son. hen the time came 
he refused, on which the son, assisted by some 
chiefs, deposed him. The new Rajah is only seven- 
teen years old, and an idiot. The government would 
be compelled to interfere. The war, however, was 
expected to be one of diplomacy rather than of arms. 

he news from Scinde is still unfavourable. The 
Highlanders at Sukkur were still dying off. Up- 
| wards of 200 men, women, and children had perished. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


since their arrival, They were to be removed im- 
mediately. 

There had been rather a serious disturbance at 
Hong Kong, in consequence of a registration decree 
issued by government, which was resisted by the 
Europeans, who in an address to the Council styled 
it as “iniquitous, arbitrary, unconstitutional, and 
despotic.” A good deal of bickering was the result, 
between government and the Europeans, as the for- 
mer refused to answer the address. Three thousand 
Chinese left the island, and at last the government 
deemed it fit ‘to amend and modify”’ the registra- 
tion ordinance. There were still, however, some 
articles in the ‘‘modified’’ decree which were ob- 
jectionable; for instance, that of obliging all Chinese 
veasels to report themselves immediately, and to 
register their passengers within twenty-four hours. 
The consequence of thisis, that while Macao is crowded 
with junks, few or none have come to Hong Kong. 
Most of the Chinese who left the island had, how- 
ever, returned. The report that the Emperor had 
abdicated in favour of a near relation is totally with- 
out confirmation. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Switzerland is once more in hot water; or, rather, 
has continued so, but now gives audible sounds of 
her ill condition. Lucerne is still collecting troops 
to defend its right of intrusting education to Jesuits ; 
and the general officer has even been named who 
will command the catholic troops against the pro- 
testants! The state council of the canton of Vaud, 
petitioned by more than thirty thousand persons to 
demand the expulsion of the Lucerne Jesuits, has 
abdicated; anda provisional government has been 
appointed in its place. 


TURKEY. 

Intelligence from Turkey is more interesting than 
usual, The young Sultan has promulgated a hatti 
sherif, eyo Bian, his ministers for their luke- 
warmness in the cause ‘of amelioration and reform, 
and, while half threatening, half promising, impress- 
ing on them that they must behave better for the 
future. ‘The prime minister, Riza Pacha, had been 
for some time suffering under indisposition, and this 
act of autocracy on the part of the Sultan has proved 
so unfavourable to his recovery, that he has had a 
relapse, and has announced that he wil! keep his bed 
or chamber some three weeks longer. “The young 
Sultan,” says the Chronicle, “ won we know not by 
what means, has evidently come round to the views 
of the British ambassador ; and all are at his feet — 
the Turkish ministers, and other ministers—envious, 
no doubt, but, like thorough Turks, submitting to 
fate. The Sultan has read them a harsh lesson. 
And so terrified was the Divan at the prospect of Sir 
Stratford’s again seeing the Sultan and conversing 
with him, that they have hastened to avert the ne- 
cessity of his doing so, by ceding such demands as 
he lately thought it necessary to make. They have 
promised to settle the Tripoli claims and others, and 
to refer the infraction of the commerciul treaty to a 
commission, whose decision shall be followed by a 
redress of the grievances found to be true.” 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 


ANNEXATION oF TEXAS TO THE UNITED STATES.— 
Upon this subject, the committee of the American 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society have taken a 
decided step, by issuing a document, requesting 
that the 7th of February might be observed as a 
day of humiliation and prayer in relation to it. 

Tae ExcavaTIONS aT PompeEit.—Accounts from 
Naples represent the excavated city of Pompeii as 
going rapidly to decay, through the want of easy 
precautions to protect it from the corrosive in- 
fluences of the atmosphere. What a shame will it 
be to those responsible, if, after being wondrously 
preserved for many centuries, these instructive 
relics should perish of neglect in a few years. 

Tue Rartroap Manta.—Railroading in Germany 
is at present, as in England, the all-absorbing sub- 
ject of conversation and reflection. The Germans 
are thinking of nothing else, and are already specu- 
lating upon the mode of investing the enormous 
wealth which each hopes to acquire by his traffic 
in shares. 

Canrin—e Humane Socrety.—Ten Newfoundland 
dogs have been imported into Paris for the purpose 
of watching the banks of the Seine, and experienced 
trainers are every day employed in teaching these 
magnificent animals to draw from the water stuffed 
figures of men and children. The rapidity with 
which they cross and recross the river, and come 
and go at the voice of their trainers, is truly mar- 
vélous. It is hoped that these fine dogs, for whom 
handsome kennels have been erected on the bridges 
across the Seine, will render great service to the 
cause of humanity.—Commerce. 

Tue Jews 1n Hampurc.—Accounts from Ham- 
burg state that, in consideration of the active and 
generous conduct of the Jews of that city, and of 
the banker, Solomon Heine, in particular, on the 
occasion of the great fire in 1842, the government 
of the city and province has felt it to be its duty to 
ameliorate the laws which weighed so heavily on 
this class of its population. Hitherto, the Jews of 
Hamburg have been restricted to commerce and to 
the exercise of the medical profession; but the 
Council of Ancients has proposed the opening to 
them of all the professions and trades. 

ERUPTION OF A VOLCANO NEAR THE CASPIAN SEA. 
-——The Russian journal, Invalide, mentions the erup- 
tion of a voleano on the borders of the Caspian, 
about thirt -five wersts from Schemakha, on the 
road to Saliany. About six in the morning the 
mountain suddenly vomited forth a great quantity 
of glowing matter, mingled with naphtha, which 
covered a circumference of 1,485 fathoms. 
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Tne Guiana ITsoaeration Scueme. + By the 
West India mail we learn that Lord Stanley’s disal- 
lowance of the second immigration loan ordinance 
of British Guiana had caused considerable sensation 
in that colony. We arealso informed by our own 
correspondent, that the Combined Court were again 
in secret session, and that, although nothing was 
known of their proceedings, it was expected they 
would give way to the noble lord, and place the 
burden of the loan on the exports. Our correspon- 
dent justly remarks that, although this is “a con- 
cession in. the right direction,’ it leaves the ordi- 
nance still open to many and grave objections.— 
Anti-slavery Reporter. 

Tugs Co_p in France.—Several of the provincial 
journals contain accounts of persons found dead on 
the roads, from the effects of the severe cold, and of 
the ravages of wolves. The Courrier de la Drome 
states that, near Fay-le-Froid, several houses were 
crushed by the weight.of the snow which had fallen 
upon them, and whole families killed, and that a 
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young girl and two children had been devoured by | 


wolves. A similar catastrophe is said to have oc- 
curred hear St Bonnet.—Galignani’s Messenger. 

The Queen of Portugal was safely delivered of @ 
princess on the 18th instant. 

Greece.—The Greck administration of Signor Co- 
letti and the Palikars has been startled by a demand 


of Prince Metternich, that the European powers | 


obtain a revenue of £7,000,000. The meeting broke 
up with three cheers for the repeal of the corn-laws. 
Sunpay Travino.—Sr Grores's, SovTHWARK.-~- 
On Friday, at noon, a vestry meeting of the parish- 
ioners of St George, Southwark, was held in t 
vesiry room of the church, to take into consideration 
the propriety of co-operating with other parishes, 
and to adopt measures toward the suppression of 
Sunday trading. Mr J. Horton (rector of the pa- 
rish), Mr H. O'Neil, Mr Foot, and Mr Martin (the 
minister of the parish), the churchwardens, and some 
of the most iafluential of the inhabitants, were pre- 
sent. Mr J. Horton took the chair, Resol 
were aqzend to, deprecating the ae. and it was 
d that, by the act. now in » though @ ma- 


to enforce the payment of it. A petition to the 
House of Commons, founded on the resolutions, was 
adapted with one dissentient. , 

A Uservu. Invention.—Ata fire which beoke out 
last week in the cellar of a warehouse in Thamés 
street, a ‘‘smoke-jacket,”’ presented to the committee 


'of the Fire-establishment some years since, by Co- 


_lonel Paulin, commanding-officer of the 


' 
} 
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should, by a common and solemn compact, seal up | 


Greece within her present frontiers, and, forbid her 
to contemplate any future aggrandisement. 
idleness of entering into such a compact, and the 
impossibility of keeping it, if circumstances con- 
spire to break through its provisos, is evident. But 


The | 


ire Brigade 
regiment in Paris, was used with éxoellent effect ; 
one of the firemen who was equipped in it dei 
enabled to enter the dense smoke, disoover the exac 
spot of fire, and eventually extinguish it. Air was 
forced into the jacket from one of the engines. It 
somewhat resembles a div “appara B. 

The new Conservative Club in St Jamés’s street 
was opened on Tuesday; and on W day the 
event was celebrated by the memberé with an énter- 


'tainment, at which Viscount Castlereagh prédided. 
ah Oar 


such is the nature of Austria, to conserve everything | 


that exists. 


Tue Great s)istirtery Cast. mith has 
brought actions against the officers of excise, whd 
made the seizure upon their premises some months 


Tue Buneet.—The tariff reductions of Sir Robert | since at Whitechapel. 
Peel are exciting still more interest on the continent | 
as their bearing becomes better known, and the ten- | missioners of Woods and Forests having 


dency which an approach on our part towards free 
trade principles must have on the commercial policy 
of foreign countries, is evident enough from the 
tenor of the remarks of foreign writers in reference 
to this subject. The sugar, cotton, and glass reduc- 
tions seem specially to interest the German and 
Belgian manufacturers, though the striking off of 
4380 minor articles scarcely less excites their surprise. 


Frnat SETTLEMENT OF THE Morocco QUESTION. 
—A telegraphic despatch by way of Madrid contains 
the following intelligence:— The differences be- 
tween Sweden and Denmark and Morocco have 
been arranged by the mediation of the governments 
of France and Great Britain. The Emperor has te- 
nounced the tribute. The Danish and Swedish 
consuls returned to Tangier on the 14th inst.”’ 
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DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN, 


Mr Vincent on Porutar Epvucation.—On Fri- 
day evening, the 21st inst, Mr Henry Vincent de- 
livered a lecture on ‘* Popular Education,” at the 
lecture room, Wood street, Walthamstow, to a re- 
speetable and numerous audience, Mr J. J. Free- 
man, secretary of the London Missionary Society, 
occupied the chair, and, after a few introductory re- 
marks, introduced Mr Vincent to the meeting, Mr 
V, occupied about two hours in the delivery of a 
most instructive, patriotic, striking, and beautifully 
eloquent address, which drew forth the admiring 
plaudits of the assembly, and riveted the attention 
of his hearers to the very interesting subject. Men 
of all parties expressed themselves highly delighted 
with the sentiments expressed, and many of them 
expressed the hope that Mr Vincent would soon 
visit Walthamstow again, which he kindly promised 
to do. Several dissenting ministers were present. 
Thanks were unanimously voted to Mr Vincent, and 
also to the chairman, who stated that he was highly 
delighted with all the great principles laid down by 
the lecturer, and his wishes that he might be made 
very successful in their promulgation and their ac- 
ceptance by the public at large—so calculated to 
bless mankind and to honour his Maker. The meet- 
ing was addressed by Messrs Hossack and Jones, 
ministers, and Messrs Clarke and Cox. The meeting 
broke up about half-past nine, and itis hoped the 
happy effects of Mr Vincent’s introduction into the 
village will be important, durable, and useful, in the 
moral improvement of its inhabitants. 


THE AnTI-cORN-LAW LEaGuE held a monthly meet- 
ing at Covent Garden theatre on Wednesday. In 
the absence of Mr George Wilson, Mr William 
Brown ot Liverpool, the candidate at the late election 
for South Lancashire, was called to the chair; and 
he delivered a short speech. ‘The other speakers 
were Mr James Wilson, Mr George Thompson, and 
Mr Bright. The main topic was the recent financial 
scheme, which was hailed as a tribute to free-trade 
principles, and a great encouragement to the League 
to go on in its enterprise. Mr Wilson said, that Sir 
Robert Pecl ought not to have too much credit for 
what he has done, remembering what he has lett 
undone ; and he took especial exception to the new 
arrangement of the sugar duties. He objected 
broadly to all differential duties. Enumerating the 
several sources whence the different kinds of sugar 
are supplied, he calculated that, adding the duty to 


the price of each, it would just make one uniform | 


price of 52s. for all kinds; the importing merchant 
pocketing the difference between the higher and the 
reduced duties. But the interest of the people is 
indentified with the interest of the revenue; by the 
present arrangement, without lowering the price, 
the Minister sacrifices arevenue of £2,000,000, which 
he has to make up by an income tax; whereas, if 


the same duty were laid on all sugars, without mak- | 
ing the community pay a farthing more, he would | 


MeErTRoPpoLITAN ImMPROVEMBNTS.—The Lords 


Com- 
ennnae to 
be sutveyed the ine of a street, to be opened direct 
from St J ames’s palace to the ent's have 
determined on carrying it inte . It will gp 
from the end of Albemarle street to the angle of 
South Molton street, through the centre of Stratt 
place, by Hind’s chapel, to othengnem place, Ww 
will form its exit on the New roa 
DEPARTURE FROM THE Mautropoun.—The build- 
ing at King’s cross left tewn last month in several 
carts and pair, The place of its destination is not 
exactly known, but it is supposed to have gone the 
way of all bricks and mortar, as the first floor has 
lately been seen in the neighbourhoed of London 
repairing the public roads. The poor tenement, days 
our informant, appeared quite broken up in cohse- 
quence of this severe blow. The ghost of the statue 
of George the Fourth occasionally visits at midnight, 
we have been told, the spot where, formerly, he was 
so cruelly executed.— Punch. 


Destitution 1n THE Merrorouss.—The influx of 
destitute persons is so great in the metropolitan 
ve hey for the houseless poor that the benevolent 
individuals engaged in conducting the affaira of the 
charity have been obliged to make a pressing 
to the public for assistance in saving their w- 
creatures from perishing. They have relieved this 
season upwards of 10,000 persons, at an expense of 
£1500, and their funds haye become greatly dimi- 
nished. | 

Accrnents 1n Lonpon.—A statistical account has 
been published of the accidents brought to the Lon- 
don hospital during the year 1844. The total num- 
ber of patients admitted was 6101; of whom 2149 
were admitted as ‘‘ in-patients,’ and 3952 treated as 
‘ out-patients.’’ Of these 2149 in-patients, 1565 were 
of the male, and 584 of the female sex. Of the 3952 
out-door patients, 2775 were of the male, and 1177 
of the female sex. The list of 6101 cases includes 
1003 fractures, 1844 wounds, 2248 contusions, 660 
sprains, 86 dislocations, 47 concussions, 322 burns 
and scalds, 52 hernia, 43 bites of dogs (a casualty 
most alarmingly constant in the metropolis), 35 at- 
tempts to commit suicide, and 266 miscellaneous 
cases. The increase of patients from 1848 to 1544 
was 435; only 5666 cases having been admitted in 
the former year. Moreover, 5148 teeth were ex- 
tracted in the hospital during the past year. 


ExTRAORDINARY Casz.—On Friday last a fine boy 
of 6 years old, named Redmond Prenderwell, was 
brought to Guy’s hospital after having drunk boil- 
ing water from the spout of a teakettle. The rapid 
swelling and inflammation which ensued had so 
completely obstructed the air passage that death 
from suffocation seemed inevitable, and on the 
arrival of Mr Edward Cock he determined at ence 
to open the windpipe below the seat of mischief, as 
the only chance of saving life. Before this could 
be accomplished the child had quite ceased to 
breathe, and life. was appearing wholly extinct. 
By means of artificial respiration carried on through 
the opening in the windpipe, animation was soon 
restored, and the child is now rapidly recovering 
from the effects of the injury and the subsequent 
operation. 

Suockinc Deatnu.-~ Mr Higgs, on Friday, held an 
inquest at the Prince's Head, Princés street, West- 
minster, on the body of Harriet Scholar, aged 18. 
Deceased lived in a mews in King street, with her 
father and mother, both bed-ridden, and on Wed 
nesi'ay was gniling some fish for them, when the 
handle of the gridiron being too hot to hold with the 
naked hand, she seized it with her apron, whieh 
coming in contact with the fire, ignited, and the 
flames communicated to the whole of hér dress. 
She ran into the mews, and Alderman Thoimpséh’s 
coachman extinguished the fire, and conveyéd her 
to the Westminster hospital, in which she died on 
the evaning of her admission. Verdict, “ Accidental 
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‘THE NONCONFORMIST. _ 


[Fes. 26, 


Disrurwance 1N A Prace or Worsute.—On Sun- 
day morning, a most unseemly interruption took 
— at Chadwell street chapel, Myddelton square. 

n after the commencement of a sermon, by Mr J. 
H. Hinton, of Devonshire square, for the Orphan 
Working-school—the preacher had taken his text 
from 1 John iv. 17, and was then speaking of the 
love of God to man, when a person in the gallery, 
ina stentorian voice, exclaimed—‘ Yes, God is love, 
I know it; I feel it; his love is perfect towards us ;” 
and some other e somygeey of a like nature ; and he 
concluded by saying, ‘‘ Hear the truth!” The 
preacher was calm. A thrill ran through the con- 
gregation at this unusual and startling proceeding, 
but they kept their places, and, after a short pause, 
the sermon was proceeded with. It appears, that 
the person who thus interrupted the proceedings 
was formerly connected with the Irvingites, where 
such scenes are not uncommon; but he has left them, 
and is now a member of the church meeting at 
Chadwell-street. Such an occurrence has not taken 
place before, and it is to be hoped will not be re- 


Tre Late Ropsery at Messrs Rogers anv Co's. 
—The veil of mystery which has now so long con- 
tinued to hang over this affair, was within the last 
few days partially disturbed and drawn aside, and 
some glimmerings of hope for a while presented 


might ultimately lead to important results. It ap-| 


pears that a porter, until very recently in the emplo 

of Messrs Rogers and Co., was in the habit of st 
ing frequent visits to a house in the vicinity of Hox- 
ton, which is said to be known as a receptacle of 
stolen goods. This naturally excited the suspicions 
of his employers, and a search- warrant having been 
obtained, in one part of the house was found secreted 
a box containing five hundred sovereigns, and also a 
double-barreled gun, which, down to the period of 
the perpetration of the robbery, it would seem, had 


been the unmoved tenant of the shop in Clement's | 


lane, ostentatiously fixed up there, after the fashion 
of many other banking-houses in the metropolis, in 
terrorem of all dishonestly-disposed persons. ‘This 
gun, however, there is reason to believe, must have 
been the porter’s own property, for, instead of pre- 
venting his escape, and detaining him under all the 
suspicious circumstances of the case, and in the 
absence of indisputable proof that he had been at 
least a confederate in the robbery (for to identify the 
sovereigns upon oath was utterly impossible), the 
man was instantly dismissed, and, therefore, if really 
a particeps criminis, is probably by this time some 
hundreds of miles distant; though Messrs Rogers 
and Co., it is said, are still not without hopes that 
this circumstance may lead to further discoveries. 


MurpER oF A GENTLEMAN at HampsteEap. — On 
Saturday, the usually quict suburban hamlet of 
Hampstead was painfully excited by the discovery 
of a murder and highway robbery in its vicinity, 
which, for cold-blooded brutality and atrocity, has 
not for many years been equaled. It appears that 
about twenty minutes past seven o'clock on Friday 
evening, Mr Hilton, baker, of West-end, was pro- 
eee ae the Finchley road, in the direction of 
the Swiss Cot tavern, in his cart, when his at- 
tention was suddenly attracted by hearing screams 
of distress and distinct cries of ‘ Murder!" proceed- 
ing from the direction of the pathway leading towards 
Bellsize park. At this moment he observed a gen- 
tleman, who turned out to be Mr Kilburn, jun., the 
son of a tleman residing in Haverstock terrace, 
Haverstock hill, coming from the direction of the 
Swiss Cottage tavern, and about to take the path 
from the road in the direction from whence the 
sounds had ——— Mr Hilton at once told him 
what hé had heard, and added to Mr Kilburn, “If 
you see about it, I will at once drive to the Swiss 
Cottage tavern, and follow you.”” Mr Kilburn pro- 
ceeded in the direction of the stile above referred to, 
which was his direct road to his own residence, and 
on reaching it was horror-stricken at seeing the body 
of a man lying on the ground on the other side. In 
alarm, he ran back to the direction from which he 
had started, crying at the top of his voice, ‘‘ Murder, 
murder!’’ His cries, it appears, reached the ears of 
Sergeant Fletcher, of the S division, who was on 
duty near Haverstock terrace, and who, accompanied 
by police-constable Abbott, 124 S, hastened in the 
direction of the cries, and shortly afterwards were 
joined by several other persons from the Swiss Cot- 
tage tavern. The body of a man was then discovered 
about three yards on the Hampstead side of the 
stile, lying on his face in a pool of blood. He was 
quite dead, but still warm, and the blood was pour- 
ing from a frightful gash, inflicted by some sharp in- 
strument, over the right eye and temple, and from 
the back of the skull, which was literally dashed in, 
and caused the brain to protrude. The pockets of 
the deceased were, some of them, turned inside out, 
and it was evident, from the appearance of the waist- 
coat left-hand pocket, that deceased had been in the 
habit of wearing a watch, which was gone. Nothing 
whatever was found upon his person, with the ex- 
ception of an envelope, with the superscription, “ J. 
Cooper, Esq., Hampstead road.”” The murdered 
man has been identified by Mr Kitchner, baker, of 
Whittlebury street, Euston square, to be Mr James 
Dela Rue, a professor of music, occupying apart- 
ments in his house, and supposed to be a relative of 
the eminent card manufacturers of that name. Mr 
Kitchner states that the unfortunate gentleman left 
his home on Friday evening, about a quarter before 
six, stating that he was going to keep an . 
ment. On Monday morning an inquest was held at 
the Yorkshire Gray public house, by Mr Wakley, 


M.P. MrD. Delarue stated that the deceased, his 


brother, was @ professor of the pianoforte, residing 
at 55, Whittlebury street, Euston square ; that he 
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was a single man, and thirty-three years of age. It | 
was also mentioned, in evidence, that, previous to | 
his departure from home, he had with him a silver 
watch and gold chain, but whether he had money 
was not known ; but it was customary for him to 
carry money about with him—sometimes a great 
deal. Towards the conclusion of the proceedings, 
the coroner held a private consultation of nearly an 
hour and a half; and, on the re-admission of the 
public to the room, stated the inquest was adjourned 
sine die, and wculd depend upon the success of the 
detective police. The orning Chronicle of yester- 
day gives the following particulars relative to par- 
ties suspected of the murder, subsequently adding : 
—‘*In the course of last evening the most important 
information was received by the detective force, that 
the parties have been heard of, and no doubt is en- 
tertained of their being now in custody. From 
what has been communicated to the officers of 
police, little doubt exists that the three individuals 
mentioned in the first account of the horrid affair, 
one of whom is believed to be a deserter from the 
army, were the actual murderers of the deccased.”’ 
From what transpired before the coroner, after the 
jury room was cleared of strangers, there is but little 
doubt that a clue has been obtained which will eventually 
lead to the apprehension of the perpetrators of this mur- 
der. The statement made by Mr Smith, the carpenter, 


is, that shortly before seven o’clock, he met three men 
themselves that aclue had been discovered which | 


in Bellsize lane, who demanded his money and any other 
property he might have about him, but, on his provin 
to their satisfaction that he had neither, they allowe 
him to pass on unmolested, and then went down the lane 
in the direction of the place where the murder was com- 
mitted. They were shortly after seen by a lad, a groom 
in the service of Mr Martini, the present occupier of 
Bellsize house, still pursuing their course in the direc- 
tion of the Haverstock field. Shortly before seven 
o’clock, Mr Symonds, a clerk in a mercantile house, and 
residing at Norfolk cottage, Downshire hill, came across 
the path from thedirection of the Swiss Cottage, in order 
to reach his residence. On arriving in the centre of the 
Haverstock field (the very field where the murder took 
place), Mr Symonds states that he was accosted by three 
men, who appeared to him to be navigators, and who 
answer the description given by Mr Smith of the men 
who stopped him. They offered him a hone for sale, 
and, in consequence of their menacing appearance, Mr 
Symonds states that he became so much alarmed, that 
he bought the hone solely through fear, and, having 
given the man who offered it the money, made the best 
of his way towards his residence. This circumstance 
could not have taken place many minutes before the 
cries of murder from the unfortunate deceased were 
heard on Haverstock terrace; and the three men are 
doubtless the same who entered the George public house, 
and abused the potman because he would not purchase 
a hone of them. 

Some rigid inquiries have been instituted by the 
police, to ascertain the writer of the letter, signed, 
‘*Caroline’’ (found on the deceased) ; and in this it 
is stated that success has attended their investiga- 
tions. It has been ascertained that deceased was in 
the receipt of £300 or £400 a-year by his profes- 
sion ; and in his box, amongst his papers, was found 
£10 in gold. 


‘PROVINCIAL. 


BuckINGHAmMsHire Exection. — On Friday, Mr 
Tower was elected one of the representatives of 
Buckinghamshire, in the room of Mr C. 8. Murray, 
name 

East Cornwatut Erection. —At Bodmin, on 
Thursday, Mr Carew was elected for East Cornwall 
without opposition, in the room of the present Earl 
of St Germains. 

Tue REPRESENTATION or East Kent.—A meeting 
was held on Saturday at Canterbury, at which W. 
iYeedes, Esq., of Sandling pax, near Hythe, was, 
upon the recommendation of Sir E. Dering, selected 
as a proper person to be put in nomination as the 
successor of Sir E. Knatchbull in the representation 
of East Kent. Mr Deedes declared himself a *‘ con- 
servative,” but a determined enemy to any reduc- 
tion in the present amount of protection to agricul- 
ture. The election takes place on Monday, the 3rd 
of March, and no opposition is expected. 

Sermons ON Peace anp War. — The friends of 
peace will be gratified to hear that the sermons an- 
nounced in our last to be preached in the various 
baptist and independent chapels in the town, on the 
subjects of peace and war, were all of the most in- 
teresting and important character. The attendance 
in each case was decidedly good, and a spirit of in- 
quiry has thus been excited which must in the end 
lead men to take a more lively interest in the promo- 
tion of the great question of "peace. Birmingham, 
we are glad to see, is not goingito let this matter (the 
proposed increase of the naval estimates) pass over 
in silence—she is to have a town’s meeting on ‘Tues- 
day, to vonsider the subject, called by the mayor 
(much to his credit), on a requisition numerously 
signed, and containing, besides a number of ministers 
of the gospel, about twenty town councillors.—Bir- 
mingham Pilot. 

Tur Game Laws.—Jvustices’ Justice at ABING- 
pon.—A young man, Joseph Barrett, of Ensham, 
is charged with having committed a trespass, ‘* by 
entering and being upon a certain piece of wood 
land, in the possession and occupation of the Earl 
of Abingdon, in the pursuit of game.” It turns out 
that the young man was on the land of his uncle, 
which is divided by only a nominal boundary from 
that of the Earl of Abingdon which he was charged 
with being on—that he was licensed to shoot—that 
he had authority from his uncle to shoot the rabbits 
on his land—that having this full legal authority he 
shot a rabbit, which, being wounded, ran from the 
land of his uncle upon that of the Earl—that he did 
not even follow the rabbit, and that there was not a 
shadow of evidence that he set foot on the land of 
the Earl. And from the best information we can 
get, on the most careful inquiry, there was not a 


particle of evidence to bear out the charge on the 
face of the summons, and that it was a mere 
colourable case, got up for reasons other than appear 
upon the face of it. The real case, as we understand 
it, is, that Barrett is a reputed good shot-—is an ex- 
keeper, and is under suspicion of being in the habit of 
raising his barrel against game. This being so, he 
has been closely watched, but no case could be 
made against him; this rabbit affair, then, is seized 
upon, and he is on this charge summoned to two 
different towns ; first to Oxford, next to Abingdon. 
Being thus summoned he must be convicted. The 
justices were puzzled, but a happy idea occurred. 
He had been summoned for “ entering and being 
upon certain lands.” This was not proved, and the 
acumen of the justices, Messrs Dodson and Duffield, 
was tasked to give the case a form to warrant e 
conviction, and a most “ingenious device” was 
hit upon. True, Barrett had not been on the Earl's 
land, but the shots from his gun had passed over it, 
and struck the soil and the underwood, and he was 
therefore guilty of disturbing the soil. He is there- 
fore fined in the fullest amount, and, for some un- 
known reason, his application for time to pay it in 
was peremptorily refused.— Oxford Chronicle. 

INTENDED FREE TRADE DEMONSTRATION IN WEstT 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—We are informed that it is the 
intention of a spirited coal company, in the Forest 
of Dean, to ship at Lydney a large cargo of the best 
Lydney coals, and to send it round the coast to 
London to be sold, and the amount applied as a con- 
tribution to the funds of the Anti-corn-law League 
bazaar. This (our correspondent remarks) will be a 
fitting tribute of adhesion to the principles of free 
trade from the mineral district of the Forest of 
Dean, and will be an evidence of the hearty sup- 

ort which those principles may expect from the 
onest and independent foresters. — Gloucester 
Journal. 

Tue Inon Trape.—A letter from Birmingham 
states:— During thé last week another advance of 
£1 per ton has taken place. ‘This is the second ad- 
vance of 20s. since quarter-day; and the large mas- 
ters maintain, that rot only will the present price be 
sustained, but in all probability a further rise will 
take place before many weeks, pass over. Most of 
the great firms have now more orders on hand than 
they can execute for the next twelve months; and 
this circumstance, combined with the high price of 
iron in Wales and the Midland districts, is already 
beginning to drive large orders abroad. Many per- 
sons in this neighbourhood are curious enough to 
inquire, upon what scale the projectors of several of 
the new railways estimated the cost of the iron 
required for their respective lines.”’ 

Tue GrovcesteR Farmers’ Cius.—The Glouces- 
ter Farmers’ Club was broken up with a crash on 
Saturday evening. This is one of the results which 
has arisen from the rebellion headed by John Lon 
against the landlords, the first overt act of whic 
was the refusal to drink the health of Earl Ducie, at 
the annual dinner, held in January last, of this same 
Farmers’ Club. Since then the landlords, who have 
hitherto supported the club and other local agricul- 
tural associations, have made no disguise of their 
dissatisfaction at the insult, as they call it, which 
was offered to one of their order. 


Tue Fruits or TemMPERANCE.— There are now 
living, in Newcastle-upon-T'yne, two men, carrying 
on business, who, six years ago, were day labourers, 
picking up odd jobs on the quayside and elsewhere, 
and spending their earnings in intemperanee. They 
‘‘took the pledge.” In a short time they had 
amassed a capital of one pound sterling. With this 
they purchased a few loads of potatoes, to sell b 
retail. Their enterprise and industry prospered. 
They took a storehouse for their goods—chiefly po- 
tatoes; and they have now four or five hundred 
pounds in the bank, and are profitably engaged in 
trade. Nor is this their greatest achievement. They 
have acquired health of body and of mind, have 
learnt the lesson of self-help and independence, and 
enjoy self-respect and the respect of their neigh- 
bours.—Gateshead Observer 

Gatvanic Rines.—A correspondent of the Leices- 
tershire Mercury says :—‘‘ The mania for zinc and 
copper rings in Leicester still remains amongst many 
of those who condemn animal magnetism, and in the 
same breath praise magic rings. These sort of folks 
call mesmerism witchcraft, yet are very fond of 
taking a peep at the secrets of fatality, or what they 
call futurity. Thus they superstitiously believe in 
charms, fortune telling, and amulets; but only ask 
them to go to hear a lecture on practical science, and 
they will turn up their wondering optics, and ex- 
claim that such things are downright presumptuous, 
and those who practise them are under the influence 
of the old gentleman in black. How far these rings 
may be a cure for the ‘thousand ills that the fles 
is heir to,’ I cannot say. Some assert that they are 
good things for this or that, others say that they are 
neither good nor bad, like a chip in porridge.”’ 

BrENEFITs OF MEsMERISM.— We copy the following 
account from the Notts Review of Friday :— 

We understand, that after the lecture on Wednesday 
evening, a report of which we gave last week, about fifty 
gentlemen (amongst whom were Mr Richard Howitt, 
the poet, and Mr Reuben Bussey, the artist) remained 
to witness the simple mode in which Mr Hall applies the 
subtle and potent influence of mesmerism as a curative. 
During the lecture, the audience had been somewhat 
surprised by the speedy restoration of astammerer to 
facility and distinctness of speech; but those who re- 
mained appeared much more interested by what now 
took place. The patient was a young woman, of the 
name of Montgomery. She was attended by her father, 
and several friends, but was altogether a stranger to Mr 
Hall. Her right arm had been contracted and useless 
for five years, and she was totally unable, when she first 
ascended the platform, to lift it from her side. Without 
sleep, or the slightest attempt to induce it, Mr Hall laid 
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one of his hands on her shoulder, and took her fingers 
in the other, for a few seconds, and afterwards made 
about a dozen passes over the hitherto impotent limb, 
when it recovered so much power, that in a few minutes 
from coming forward she retired, able to lift her hand 
above her head, and to use it in putting on her shawl, 
amid the congratulation of her friends and the delighted 
assembly. This young woman had some time before 
been in the General Hospital fourteen weeks for the 
complaint, but without any benefit. 

The same journal relates the following case of c/air- 
voyance at Mr Hall’s concluding lecture in that town, 
on Monday week :— 

A young woman was introduced by the lecturer, as 
being capable of detecting, when under mesmeric in- 
fluence, the seat of disease in any patient, and giving 
remarks thereupon. The inquiry was then instituted, 
whether any one of the audience labouring under disease 
would come to the platform to test the matter. A gen- 
tleman of the town came forward, and the young woman 
in a few seconds declared him to be subject to great op- 

ression in the stomach after eating ; she also said that 
his stomach was coated over with a substance resembling 
the internal slating of a kettle long used, and that it 
contained a concretion like a small ball. On being ap- 
pealed to, the gentleman declared her statement to be 

“exactly true ;’’ he had had the oppression after eating 
alluded to about twenty-five years, and asserted that he 
had never seen the young woman before. This was re- 
ceived with loud applause. 

We (the Review) understand that, during Mr Hall’s 
short sojourn in Nottingham, many have been the 
applications from ‘the lame, the maimed, and the 
halt,’’ for assistance, the opinion being very general 
that he could render them curative aid. 

Tux Mummy From IcHanoz.—We had, yesterday, 
an opportunity of inspecting this singular relic of 
humanity, the arrival of which, in the Colchester, 
we noticed some time ago. From a stave in the 
hammock in which the mummy was found, it ap- 
pew that. the remains are those of Christofor De- 

ano, a Portuguese sailor, and one of the hands be- 
longing to an American ship which visited Ichaboe 
in 1791. The mummy is in the highest state of pre- 
servation ; even the teeth, and toe and finger nails, 
being entire. ‘The-beard, too, is visible, and the 
pig-tail, as formerly worn by sailors, is quite perfect. 

ter lying imbedded amongst guano for half a cen- 
tury, the body of the poor Portuguese has been dis- 
interred, brought to England, and now placed ina 
handsome glass case, for the purpose of being exhi- 
bited in the principal towns in the kingdom. The 
exhibition will, we believe, open in Manchester 
to-morrow.— Liverpool Mercury. 

SACRIFICE OF CHILDREN.—CAUTION TO PAneENts. 
—We scarcely take up a paper, London or provin- 
cial, in which one or more coroners’ inquests on 
children burnt to death in consequence of their 
clothes taking fire, or scalded to death by the over- 
turning of a teakettle, or sucking hot water from the 
spout, are not recorded; and, in nine cases out of 
ten, the catastrophe is clearly attributable to the 
culpable neglect of parents, or persons deputed to 
take care of the victims. Children ought never to 
be left alone, even for a moment, in a room where 
there is a fire, without a guard; or a candle which 
they can reach. The following are a few of the 
deaths occasioned recently by the neglect of this 
caution: — Francis Dearden, aged four years, at 
Skipton; Alfred Pickles, at Lockwood; Joseph 
Shaw, aged five years, at Greetland; Jane Taylor, 
aged three years, at Linthwaite; Ellen Ellam, aged 
eleven years, at Huddersfield; Elizabeth Cooke, 
aged three years, at Manchester; Charlotte Shaw- 
cross, aged eight years, at Hyde; Alice Fielden, 
aged five years, at Rochdale. 

Conviction FoR Murper.—At the Lancaster as- 
sizes, on Wednesday, Thomas Donahoo, of Ulver- 
stone, was tried for the murder of his wife. ‘TThe 
woman was a drunkard : the prisoner found her very 

much intoxicated when he came home one night, and 
he kicked and beat her in a brutal manner, though 
not apparently with an intent to murder her; but in 
the morning she was founddead. The chief witness 
against the culprit was his own son, a boy twelve 
years old. He was convicted of manslaughter, and 
sentenced to be transported for life. 


IRELAND. 


From a notice in the Nation, the collection of the 
O’Connell tribute does not seem to prosper: outly- 
ing parishes are informed that the time for collecting 
the tribute is extended to Sunday the 16th March. 

Government has granted a pension of £100 a year 
to the widow of Captain J. M‘Leod, stipendiary ma- 
vistrate, who was murdered at Ballinamore, Lei- 
trim ; and at her demise, £50 a year will devolve on 
her daughter, Miss M‘Leod. 

At a meeting of bankers, merchants, and others, 
in Belfast, on the 12th instant, the Mayor presiding, 
a society was formed to promote the establishment 
of public baths and laundries and other improve- 
ments of the town. Some improvements have al- 
ready been secured. In default of obtaining a park, 
the natural and fine walks about the town have been 
furnished with seats; some beautiful grounds be- 
longing tc companies have been opened to the public, 
&e.; and the project of erecting an Athenzum, al- 
ready set on foot, promises to prosper and to be self- 
supporting. 

Presment Tytrr anp Stavery.— Mr James 
Houghton, of Dublin, has addressed a spirited letter 
to Mr O’Connell, apprising that gentleman of a 
rumour that Mr Tyler, the outgoing president of the 
United States, is about to visit Great Britain and 
Ireland; and expressing the hope that Ireland, 
at all events, will show no hospitality to ‘ this 
bad man,” whose slave-holding, Mr Hough- 
ton contends, excludes him altogether from the right 
hand of fellowship. Tell him,” says Mr Hough- 
ton, ** tell the polluted man-stealer ler) that he 
will be no welcome visitor in Ireland, but that free- 


souled liberty-loving Americans will be received by 
us as brothers.”’ Mr O'Connell replies in a strain of 
perfect sympathy with Mr Houghton in his abhor- 
rence of slavery, and indignantly reprobates the 
‘horrible project of annexing Texas to the United 
States.” In a letter to the press Mr Houghton 
brands Mr Tyler as aslave-holder, and says, “ I deny 
that any man can be a slave-owner, for there can be 
no ownership in such possessions; a man would not 
ve the owner of a sheep that he had stolen.’’ This 
is true, and well said, 

TipPERARY Exxrotton.—Mr Richard Albert Fitz- 
gerald, a staunch repealer, was on Thursday elected 
member for this borough without opposition, in the 
room of Mr Otway Cave, deceased. 


- 


SCOTLAND. 


MoNUMENT TO THE Scorrish PouiricaL Mar- 
Tyrs.—Court or Sxssion. — The interdict granted 
by the Lord Ordinary (Robertson), on the 27th of 
January last, interdicting and prohibiting the erec- 
tion of the proposed monument to the memory of 
Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Gerald, and Margarot, in 
the Old Calton burying ground, was brought before 
the first division of the court yesterday, by a re- 
claiming note at the instance of the respondents, 
Alexander Beattie and others. A large number of 
persons were in attendance to hear the pleadings of 
counsel. The Court, after hearing the pleadings, 
took time to consider its judgment. 


Miscellaneous. 


Tue Royat Yacut.—Her Majesty’s steam yacht 
Victoria and Albert, Captain Lord Adolphus Fitz- 
clarence, her Majesty’s steam ship Black Eagle, 
J. M. Cook, master, and her Majesty's ship Rattler, 
fitted with the Archimedean screw, Captain Smith, 
van into Plymouth on Thursday morning from 

pithead, and left for the westward in the afternoon 
on a trip to the Atlantic, there to try the sailing 
qualities of the several ships. Sir W. Symonds, 
the Surveyor of the Navy, and Dr Reed, who fitted 
the vessel with the ventilating apparatus, are on 
board the royal yacht. A Russian admiral, Cap- 
tain Codrington, R.N., Captain Robb, R.N., and 
several other amateur naval officers, are on board 
the Black Eagle. On their passage from Spithead 
the royal yacht beat the Black Eagle, which ship 
was followed by the Rattler. The speed of the 
royal yacht is increased by her late improvements, 
and she answers her helm much better. ‘The Black 
Fagle had 40 tons of coal on deck, which might 
have impeded her velocity. With only 200-horse 
power the speed with which the Archimedean screw 
propelled the Rattler excited surprise and admira- 
tion. The squadron reached Falmouth on Sunday 
afternoon. 


Tue County Francuise.—Under the heading, 
‘‘ Registration Appeals— Marshall, appellant, Bown, 
respondent,’”’ we last week reported the judgment of 
the court of Common Pleas, affirming a legal doc- 
trine on which large numbers of our friends had al- 
ready acted —viz., the validity of purchases of free- 
hold property made by two, three, or more persons 
jointly, for the avowed purpose of securing the 
county franchise. ‘This decision had been looked 
for with the utmost doubt, doubts having been 
thrown out whether a plurality of votes could be 
legally constituted for a single lot of freehold pro- 
perty, conveyed to a number of joint purchasers by 
one deed, and paid for in one sum. These doubts 
are now cleared up, and the legality of such an ar- 
rangement is placed beyond all question. The re- 
sult is of first-rate practical importance, It is ruled 
by the supreme court of appeal on matters of clec- 
toral law (a question being left open, as onr legal 
readers will observe, with regard to the necessity of 
certain technical conditions which, in the particular 
case, had been complied with), that any number of 
persons may unite in buying a freehold property, for 
the declared purpose of obtaining county votes, and, 
provided each purchaser's share is of the clear 
annual value of forty shillings, he has a right to be 
put on the register.— League. 


REMISSION OF THE Giass Duty.—Facts illustra- 
tive of the probable effect of taking the excise duty 
off glass cannot be otherwise than acceptable at the 

resent moment. A party in the habit of importing 

ohemian glass in large quantities has been heard to 
say that he will entirely discontinue that business, 
and turn his attention to the manufacture of glass 
in this country, if the great impediment to improve- 
ment is removed, <A correspondent who has been 
resident at Leghorn, states that he was able to pro- 
cure there a pane of glass, measuring fourtcen inches 
by twenty, cost about 4id. English; whereas in this 
tego ap has had to pay 45s. 6d. for a pane fourteen 
and inches by twenty-two, of a degree better 
quality.— Times. 

Deatu or THE Rev. Sypnxy Saitru.—The ceath 
of the well-known and accomplished canon of St 
Paul’s took place on Sunday morning, after an ill- 
ness of several months, in the seventy-third year of 
his age. The 7imes contains a lengthened and eulo- 
gistic memoir of the witty divine, from which we 
make one or two extracts :— 

In everything which he attempted he appears to have 
been eminently successful. At college he graduated 
with honour, and obtained a fellowship. He projected 
and contributed to a review which ioe enjoyed the 
highest degree of prosperity ; he attempted an ambitious 
— of preaching with a vigour of talent which distanced 
all rivalry; he became a public lecturer, and the whole 
world of Mayfair flocked to Albemarle street to enjoy 
his humour, and become enlightened by his researches ; 
he published political works which have gone through 
editions so numerous that as meer as twenty thousand 
| gopies of some have been sold; he lived long enough to 


enjoy his reputation, and to attain to a greater age than 
falls to the lot of ordinary mortals ; and those who 
appreciate wit, who can admire learning, and who 
honour the man that used both for the good of his 
species, will be disposed to think that, old as Sydney 
Smith was, he died too soon. . 
Speaking of Sydney Smith’s celebrated “ Letters of 
Peter Plymley,” the writer remarks :— 


It is quite true that the “ Letters of Peter Plymley to 
his Brother Abraham in the Country ” are, even at this 


| day, amongst the most interesting and amusing publi- 


cations with which a few leisure hours could be occupied. 
They are written in the best spirit of controversy ; they 
abound in the argues illustrations; and though light, 
lively, and sparkling, these qualities abate ng, 
their 9s force and downright common sense, But 
it is childishness to say that ‘Sydney Smith carried the 
catholic question.” He effected many important objects, 
but in that great event he was only a subordinate, 
though a very powerful agent, 

Mr Smith was a staunch whig, but he loved himself 
better than his political party :— 

In the year 1831, during the ministry of Lord Grey, 
the Rev. Sydney Smith became one of the canons resi- 
dentiary of St Paul’s. Lord John Russell had intro- 
duced into parliament a bill which very materially inter- 
fered with the interests of deans and chapters. The 
property of himself and his brethren had been placed in 
jeopardy by the government measure, and so, with mer- 
ciless resolution, he set about the task of making mince- 
meat of its authors. J.etters from the facetious canon 
residentiary instantly appeared in the daily papers, The 
assault of Mr Smith upon Lord John was marked by the 
fierce intensity of personal interest. Every weapon of 
controversy was pressed into the service ; one moment 
the reverend gladiator was seen prostrating his antago- 
nist with the heavy artillery of his argument, and the 
next overwhelming him with banter and ridicule—here 
assailing him with an irresistible fact, there laughing in 
his face—now launching the thunder-bolts of his indig- 
nation, now giving way to irrepressible drallery. 

A well-deserved panegyric closes the memoir :-— 

The conversational witticisms of Sydney Smith would 
fill a jest-book; but his character will be eatimated, by 
posterity on far higher grounds. When his ‘‘ quips and 
cranks” are lost and forgotten, it will be remembered 
that he supported Roman catholic claims, and that they 
were conceded; that he strenuously assailed the game 
laws, and that they underwent great modification; that 
he compelled a large portion of the public to acknow- 
ledge the mischief of our penal settlements ; that he be- 
came the advocate of the wretched chimney-sweepers, 
and their miseries were alleviated; that he contended 
against many of the unjust provisions of the Chureh 
Reform bill, and they were amended; that whereas, be- 
fore his time, a man accused at the bar of a criminal 
court might be hanged before he had been half heard, 
now every prisoner has the benefit of a, defence by 
counsel. It will further be freely acknowledged, that no 
public writer was more successful than he in denouncing 
a political humbug, or demolishing a literary pretender ; 
that he was, on the whole, an upright and a benevolent 
man; and, as the world goes, a disinterested politician ; 
that he had opportunities of improving his fortune, 
which he nobly rejected; and that, having lived with 
unostentatious respectability, he died without accumu- 
lating wealth. 


Mr O'Connetn AND THE Repeat M.P.’s,—It is 
now understood that Mr O'Connell and the other 
repeal members will come over to attend their par- 
liamentary duties almost immediately after Easter. 
The fact is, there is as yet a supplementary day of 
the O'Connell rent to come off, namely, on the day 
immediately preceding St Patrick’s day; and it is 
probably felt to be prudent that until that day shall 
have passed over there should be a constant attend- 
ance on the repeal debates in the Conciliation hall. 
— Hants Independent. 

Sir Henry Portineer has intimated to the com- 
mittee, that he had already two complete services of 
plate, in addition to that to be presented to him by 
the merchants of Bombay; and that it would be 
most gratifying to his feelings if the amount sub- 
scribed in Manchester, together with that subscribed 
for a testimonial in Liverpool, should be io paitone 
in the purchase of a residence in London. Of course 
this was at once acquiesced in by the committee; 
with the understanding that a sum should be ap- 
plied for the purchase of a single piece of plate, on 
which.should be engraved a suitable commemorative 
inscription.— Liverpool Advertiser, 


AnoLition oF War.—We take the following form 


of petition from the Herald of Peace, and hope the 


friends of universal peace will not be backward in 
availing themselves of it during the present session :— 
Copy of Petition. 
‘*To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in parliament assembled. 

“The petition of the committee of the Society for the 
Promotion of Permanent and Universal Peace showeth— 

‘*That your petitioners continue to regard the prac- 
tice of war with the utmost abhorrence, not only as im- 
moral and impolitic, but also as contrary to the spirit 
and precepts of Christianity, and unnecessary, both as a 
mode of settling international disputes, and a means of 
protecting and defending the con mercial interests of the 
empire. 

‘“* Your petitioners do therefore deeply regret the inti- 
mation which has been given in her Majesty’s speech, of 
the intention to apply to parliament for an increase in 
the naval force of the country ; and do earnestly implore 
your honourable House that no such increase be allowed 
to take place under any pretence; but, on the contrary, 
that prompt measures be taken. greatly to reduce the 
existing naval and military establishments of Great 
Britain, with a view to their abolition, and that the in- 
fluence of your honourable House be exerted to induce 
the other nations of Christendom to do likewise. 

‘Your petitioners believe that such a course of pro- 
cedure would greatly strengthen every government 
which should adopt it—would tend to prevent strife and 
bloodshed, and to establish the peace of Europe, and of 
the world, un a more permanent and settled basis—and 
would further prepare the way for a provision in inter- 
national treaties, binding the parties to refer their dis- 
putes to arbitration—a substitute for war of easy attain- 
ment, and to which your petitioners have, on various 
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your honourable MH 
“ And your petitioners will ever pray, &o.”’ 


Prosectap New RatLwAys.—The Railway board, 
having considered the following schemes for the 
west and north-west of Ireland, have determined on 


reporting to parliament in favour of the Irish Great 


Western (Dub to Galway); against the Great 
Western ( nd) railway (Dublin to Mullingar, 
&e.); Great Western (Ireland) railway (Alternative 


line), Great Western (Ireland) railway (Extension 
line) ; in favour of the Londonderry and Enniskillen ; 
and the ‘and Coleraine. And 
the board — — in a tl of the sane entig 
Burnley ecrin tension, urn, 
Darwen, nd Bolton. vit 
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_ ADVENTURE wiTH A Boa Constxictor.—Captain 
Oaiseiaee, Of her Majesty’s 84th foot, was one of the 
most indefatigable. sportsmen I ever met with, and 
the entire of hie time that could be spared from re- 
gimental duty was passed in the jungles. He wasa 
man of vast personal strength, could undergo any 
egree of fatigue—in short, possessed a perfectly 
iron. constitution, His habits, too, were anything 
but luxurious—a single attendant carrying a rifle of 
aieee a small carpet to sleep on, a limited stock 
of and a good supply of ammunition, accompa- 
fried the sportsman, who pursucd his game by day, 
and at night sought shelter in some village, per- 
fectly careless 1s to his accommodations in the way 
if food ot lodging : his beverage being, moreover, the 
ple element, for he never carried with him sup- 
lies of any kind, trusting his commissariat aid to 
Bro vidence and rural hospitality. In this manner 
in C+» became well known to the natives of 

the country in every direction where sport was to 
be obtained; he was sufficiently acquainted with 
their language to make himself understood, and the 
kindly roa pare} of lris manner attached them to his 
person, and many of them, indeed, have been known 
to walk tiles to give him early information of large 
e, Which wete his favourite objects of pursuit. 
aptain C——— was thus quite ‘at home”’ in the 
Wynaud jungle and great western ghauts, where he 
probably brought to bag, single-handed, more head 
qf large game-elephants, bisons, tigers, and the 
like=than ahy other man ever did before, or ever 
will again, in India. When upon one of these ex- 
cursions Captain C-—-— happened to be passing the 
night at & small village in the Wynaud jungle, 
a tyot, who had been out very late searching for a 
stray bullock, came to tell him of a large chcetul, or 
potted deer, which he had watehert to its lair. 
e had also heard from the villagers thac a huge 
snake had been seen several times in that neigh- 
hourhood. He started, accordingly, after his game 
at day break, accompanied by the villager and a 
favourite dog, which rarely left his heels, unless or- 
dered. After proceeding about half a mile through 
very dense jungle, and being, as the villager sup- 
ed, near the spot where the cheetul had lain 
own, Captain C——— of a sudden missed his dog, 
and, hearing a rustling in the bushes about ten 
yards off, accompanied by a whimpering noise, he 
turned in that direction, and saw what he, at the 
first glance, took for a tiger, from its colour, a mix- 
ture of black and brown, but soon discovered what 
the monster really was—a huge enormous boa con- 
ataictor, which had seized his poor Juno, and was 
at the moment crushing her to atoms in its terrible 
coils. Thenative who was with him saw what it was 
likewise; and immediately fled. Captain C—— 
afterwards described the appearance of the reptile, 
when thus coiled round his dog, as somewhat 
resembling .a barrel, every portion in violent 
muscular motion, and he distinctly heard the 
bones of Oe: Bone animal crack in succession 
within its terrible embrace. At last the monster 
raised its head and fixed two glaring eyes on Cap- 
tain » who in another moment might perchance 


have been fascinated by their deadly gleam, but with 


me 
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aim he placed two balls in its forehead. 
ect was not, however, as he expected, fatal, 
and the snake instantly uncoiling itself from its vic- 
tim, came straight at Captain C——-, who of course 
took to flight, but so thick was the jungle, that he 
found the animal gaining on him, from the noise it 
made amongst the bushes; and therefore sought 
shelter in a tree, re-loading his gun with all possible 
apt or Whether the reptile followed him by 
sight or smell, he could not judge, but Captain 
C——— was only just ig oye for a second discharge, 
when the boa reached the tree, and instantly twin- 
ing itself round the stem would have soon seized 
him, but fortunately at the next shot he blew out 
both its eyes; yet though the snake appeared for a 
moment stunned, it still continued its efforts to reach 
him, until by repeated shots it was incapacitated 
from: rising —not, though, till Captain C—-~- had com- 
Bey emptied his power flask, and he even then 

id not venture to descend, as the reptile continued 
coiled round the tree, oceasionally by a muscular 
movement showing that its vital powers were not 
yet wholly extinct. At length, after some hours’ 
solitary confinement on his perch, and shouting for 
aid until he was hoarse, Captain. C 
faction to see a number off villagers arrive, by whom 


the monstrous fanimal was soon completely de- 


: ain C——~ had no means of accuratel 
measuring its length but by a piece of stick, which 
the natives said’ was a cubit long, and he declared 
that it measured upwards of thirty of these, and was 
mauch thicker then one of his ownthighs. The head 
of the boa was out off by his orders, and sent to the 

Cole, then pom . yr and its 
jaws may ibly be in existence at 
the Mysore residency.—- Madras United Service Gasette. 
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gccasions, had the, satiafaation of ealling the attention of | 
House 


had the gsatis-. 


EVERYBODY'S COLUMN. 


Lady Olivia Sparrow has purchased the Hunting- 
don theatre, which is to be converted into a chapel 
of ease. 

One out of every five male adults in Lancaster 
is an Odd Fellow. The entire number in the dis- 
trict in 1827 was 60—it is now about 800. 

Synonymous TermMs.—We have heard nothing 
lately of the “long-range.” The reason ii, the 
same thing is now so much better expressed by the 
income tax.— Punch, 

A farmer has been forcibly robbed on the high- 
road near Worcester, by two women! One pulled 
him off ‘his horse, and another ran up instantiy and 
assisted in rifling him of some money. The two 
highwaywomen were captured shortly after, and 
have been committed for trial. 

Retirev Navy List.—We have heard from a 
source generally well-informed, that it is the in- 
tention of government to make a retired list for the 
navy, in all its grades, after each officer has reached 
his 60th year. Hampshire Independent. 

Ominovs..The most vigorous efforts are siated 
to be making to raise recruits in every district, and 
various commanding officers have received ior- 
mal and stringent orders to use every exertion to 
complete the efficiency of their various corps. 

The surplice warfare of the Bishop of Exeter has 
immortalised his name by proctring him a niche in 
Madame Tussaud’s temple of wax-work worthies ! 

The Journal des Debats of the 6th instant, under 
its **second edition ’’ head, announces an on dit that 
‘‘ Mr Gladstone, who retires from the Board of |} :ade, 
is to be appointed Bishop of Exeter!’’ The an- 
nouncement was first made in the Morning Chronicle 
in waggery. 

The ‘‘ town bell’ of Kirkaldy is making a noise in 
the world. The kirk, it would appear, is without a 
bell; so the kirkgoers must have the townhall bell 
to ring at kirktime. Butthe council contend that it 
cannot and shall not be used for the exclusive benefit 
of one particular denomination and the dispute is to 
come before a court of law. 

Before the House of Lords was opened, in thy pre- 
sent session, for the admission of persons possessing 
tickets from the Lord Great Chamberlain’s office, 
the usual ‘*Guy Fawkes search,” as it is termed, 
was made by the officers of the house, under the 
direction of the Gentleman usher of the Black Rod. 
Itis almost needless to state that no gunpowder 
was discovered. 

Tue Fatr S8rx anp Rarmway Travertine. — A 
correspondent of the Morning Post who signs 
‘‘ Women,’ says :—‘‘ It would be of infinite comfort 
and advantage to our sex, if the various railroad 
companies were obliged to have with each train a 
carriage exclusively devoted to females. Those who 
could not conveniently secure a male or female at- 
tendant would then have the option of traveling only 
with their own sex, and be secured from annoyances 
to which, in an unprotected state, they are occa- 
sionally liable, but which shyness and modesty pre- 
vent them from making public by complaint. ‘The 
great increase of female travelers which would result 
from such a measure would prevent the possibility 
of pecuniary loss to the respective companies.” We 
would improve upon this proposal by suggesting, 
that instead of waiting to be ‘* obliged,’’ companies 
should voluntarily adopt it. By this plan, so much 
anxiety would be relieved, not only to women them- 
selves, but to their absent relatives, male as well as 
female, that we believe the accommodation would 
be eagerly sought even at an advanced cost. — 
Spectator. 

Letters from Rome state that the Pope’s treasurer, 
Cardinal Torte, has been recently dismissed ; and it 
is found that he is a defaulter to an immense amount. 

The New York papers publish the details of a case 
in which a lymphatic tumor was dissected from a 
female while in the mesmeric state, the patient 
evincing not the slightest symptom of suffering. 

The monster bell for York Minster, the largest in 
Great Britain, has been manufactured at London, at 
pa cost of £2,000. Its weight is twelve tons, and it 
will require twenty horses to draw it. It is to be 
named * Peter of York.”’ 

‘‘ Hear, Hear!’’—Never say of any one who is 
absent, what you would either be afraid or ashamed 
to say if he were present. Never listen to those who 
deal in scandal. ‘* He who slanders one to you, will 
slander you to another.”’ ‘Tale-hearers make tale- 
bearers; and hence Dr South said, ‘* ‘lhe tale-hearer 
and the tale-bearer should be hanged together: 
the one by the ear, the other by the tongue.” 


A Consistent Witness.-—The foilowing dialogue 
lately took place at an assize:—Counsel : What was 
the height of the horse >— Witness :* Sixteen feet.— 
Counsel: How old was he? Six years.—Counsel : 
How high did you say he was >—Witness: Sixteen 
hands.—Counsel : You said, just now, Sixteen feet / 
-——Witness: Sixteen feet! Did I say sixteen feet ?— 
Counsel: You did.—Witness: If I did say sixteen 
Jeet it was sixteen feet /—you don’t catch me crossing 
myself. 

By a return laid before the House of Commons it 
appears that 11 cwt 2qrs 3 lbs of sugar, the produce 
of Venezuela, is the whole amount of sugar which 
has been admitted for home consumption the act 
of last session ! 

From a parliamentary return it appears that all the 
railway companies have fully complied with the 
sixth clause of the Railway act, regulating third 
class carriages ; except that certain matters of detail 
are under discussion in a correspondence by the 
Railway board, respecting the Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow and the York and North Midland railways. 


We are Kye to hear that extensive reductions in 
| the annual and day tickets on the Brighton line 
| of railway are in contemplation.—Brighton Gazette. 
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Religions Entelliqence. 


CuaTHam.—Provipence Crarm, Broox. — On 
Tuesday, the 18th, there was held a social tea meet- 
ing in the above place of worship, when more than 
100 Christian friends of different denominations sat 
down to partake of the excellent provision. A num- 
ber of warm friends belonging to the church and 
congregation availed themselves of that favourable 
season of presenting to their much-esteemed pastor, 
Mr Jones, a handsome writing desk, as a small but 
sincere testimony of the high esteem and unabated 
affection which they ever desire to entertain and 
cherish towards him who has for some years so 
faiticully aimed to them the unsearehable 
riches of Christ. The token was presented by J. 
Acworth, Esq., accompanied with afervent, udicious, 
and appropriate address, and breathed the spirit 
of strong affection and ardent desire that the future 
labours of his beloved minister amongst them might 
be crowned with increased and abundant blessing. 
The testimonial was acknowledged in a most pleas- 
ing and impressive manner. Several addresses 
were delivered on the occasion. 


Axincpon.—The congregation worshiping at the 


Baptist chapel, Ock street, Abingdon, on Wednes- 
day evening last, presented to their late pastor, Mr 
Edward Smith Pryce, A.B., on the occasion of his 
removing to Gravesend, an elegant silver inkstand, 
with a suitable inseription, and a purse aye | 
thirty guineas, as a small testimony of the nig! 
estimation in which he was held by them, and the 
sense they entertained of his instructive and faith- 
ful ministry during a period of nearly five years. 

Tre Voituntary Princtpie in Lesps.— the sums 
subscribed in the four independent chapels of this 
town within the last five or six weeks, by which four 
chapels have been entirely freed from debt, are as 
follows :— 


East Parade chapel (Mr John Ely’s) .... £6400 


Belgrave Chapel (Dr Hamilton’s) ....... 1663 
Queen street chapel (Mr T. Scales’s).... 1570 
gy rrr rrr rs §26 

a ae 


Quen Street Cuapet, Leeps.—The congrega- 
tion of Mr Scales on Sunday last completed the 
ood work of paying off the debt on their chapel. 
The sum of £1,500 had been raised by subscription ; 
two collections were made after sermons by the 
pastor; and the combined amount of the subscrip- 
tion and collections was £1,571, which clears off 
every shilling of the debt. On Thursday evening 
the congregation and their friends took tea in the 
school-room, to commemorate the happy event,— 
Leeds Mercury. 

AnoTuHeR Cuaret Dest LiqurDaten.—During 
last week, the independent congregation in Halifax, 
of which Mr Pridie is minister, have liquidated 
the entire debt on their chapel. A few weeks pre- 
viously they raised subscriptions for the erection of 
new day schools. The united sums amounted to 
£2,600. 

The new movement of clearing off debts on places 
of worship, is spreading in Scotland. The remain- 
ing debt of about £450 on St Andrew’s Free church, 
Edinburgh (Mr Bruce’s), has just been discharged 
by the congregation worshiping in this elegant and 
comfortable place. | 

OrpHaN Work1NG Scuoot.—On Sunday two ser- 
mons were preached at Chadwell Street chapel, for 
the building fund of the Orphan Working school, 
City road, by Messrs J. H. Hinton and Ridley H. 
Herschell. The collections amounted to about 
twenty guineas, which will give the congregation 
four votes for twenty-one years, and constitute the 
ministers life governors of the charity besides. 
Several other services of the kind are shortly to take 

lace. 
4 KinestanpD CHaPzL.—A. public meeting of the 
friends of this place of worship was held, on Wed- 
nesday evening last, at the British school room—Dr 
Campbell in the chair—to receive the report of a 
committee appointed to consider the propriety of a 
re-enlargement of the chapel. It was..stated that 
about 300 additional sittings could be provided, and 
that upwards of two-thirds of the contemplated sum 
(£800) had already been promised. It was then 
unanimously resolved to raise the remainder while 
the enlargement is being effected, so as to leave no 


debt after the re-opening. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by the Chairman; Messrs C. Dukes, G. 
Wilkins, Hall, and Aveling, ministers ; and Messrs 


G. Ovenden, Green, and Johnson. 


ATHERSTONE, WARWICKSHIRE.—On Thursday, the 
20th inst, Mr H. B. Creak, M.A., of the London 
university, and late of Spring Hill college, Bir- 
mingham, was publicly ordained pastor of the inde- 
pendent church in this town. A very clear and 
able exposition of the constitution of Christian 
churches was delivered by Mr T. R. Barker, clas- 
sical tutor of Spring Hill college. Mr Creak’s col- 
lege testimonial, and dismission from the church 
with which he was formerly connected, were ther 
read by Mr J. W. Percy, of Warwick; by whom 
also the confession of faith and the replies to the 
usual questions were received. After which, the 
ordination prayer was offered by Mr J. Sibree, of 
Coventry, with laying on of hands. An affectionate 
and discriminating charge, founded on Heb. xii. 1, 2, 
was delivered to the minister by Mr F. Watts, theo- 
logical tutor at Spring Hill college; and in the 
evening, a striking and instructive sermon was 
preached to the church and congregation, from Rev, 
ii. 2, The services were very numerously attended 
by other ministers, several of whom took part in the 
agransonts of the day. 

INGULAR ConvERsION TO THR Roman CazHOLIO 
Cuvncu,~- Considerable interest has been excited 
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during the last week, both in Paisley and Glasgow, 
by the announcement of the conversion of the 
daughter of a minister of the established church, in 
the former town, from byterianism to catholic- 
ism. The convert is Miss Brewster, eldest daughter 
of the Rev. Patrick Brewster, of the Abbey parish of 
Paisley. The circumstances connected with this ex- 
traordinary change are thus related:—Some years 
ago, Miss T——, a pious lady, daughter of a clergy- 
man in Forfarshire, became so convinced of the 
errors, as she conceived, of the church of Rome, and 
of her own powers to change the opinions of all ad. 
hering to that communion, that she actually went to 
Rome to reason with his holiness the Pope, and, if 
possible, convert him to the protestant faith. In 
this, however, she was disappointed, and instead of 
converting his Holiness, she herself returned a con- 
vert to Roman catholic doctrines, and is now a 
highly respected member of the sisters of charity, or 
nuns, residing in the Edinburgh convent, Re- 
cently, Miss T—— was brought much in contact 
with Miss L——, a maternal aunt of Miss Brew- 
ster’s, and she, in turn, espoused the catholic faith, 
greatly to the displeasure of her relatives, who, in 
order to reclaim her, sent her to reside with the Rev. 
Mr Brewster, at Paisley. Here, again, the catholic 
faith was triumphant, for, anode of Mr Brewster 
reclaiming Miss coon the latter was the means of 
converting Miss Brewster, who has fully adopted the 
views of the catholic church, and has, ao "halhevn, 
been admitted a member of that body. The change, 
as might be expected, has been a source of no ordi- 
nary pain to the young lady’s family. It has also 
given rise to very unpleasant we between 
cho Seeanie chaughng the lasher with pomsosting Bi 
the ce g the latter t is 
daughter, and not ——t her to pehetion whet 
her conse’ vce ; while the latter insinuates 
that unfair means have been taken to bring about 
this change in his daughter, and that she is ‘‘ seduced 
by cunning and des men.”’ Miss Brewster, 
meanwhile, has left her father’s house, and is resid- 
ing with a catholic lady who officiates as organist in 
the chapel in Paisley.— Glasgow Examiner. 


London Misstonary Soctrty.—We understand 


the Norwich contribution to the jubilee fund will 
exceed £400.——Norfolk News. 


Mr John Robinson, student of Airedale college, 
has received and accepted a cordial and unanimous 
invitation to become their pastor, from the church 
and congregation assembling in the independent 
chapel, Middlewich, Cheshire. 

Nattswortn.—Mr Charles J. 8S. Russell, B.A., of 
Coward college, and University college, London, 
has received and accepted the unanimous invitation 
of the church and congregation assembling in Lower 
Forest Green chapel, Nailsworth, Cloucestershire, 
to become the minister of that place, and expects to 
enter upon his duties there on the second Sabbath in 
April next. 

Bansury.—Mr John Lewis, senior student of 
Airedale college, Bradford, Yorkshire, has received 
and accepted a unanimous and a very cordial invita- 
tion to become their minister from the church and 


congregation worshiping at Church Lane chapel, 
Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


More LIBERALITY IN THE CuURCHES.—We feel 
much pleasure in recording another instance of libe- 
rality and Christian effort on the part of one of the 
dissenting churches in Paisley—we refer to the se- 
cession congregation, Abbey Close. At ad meeting 
of the members, held on Monday evening week, it 
was unanimously resolved to raise £1000 this year 
for the reduction of the debt on their place of wor- 
ship, At the meeting it was stated that thirty-two 
members had already subscribed £500 of this sum, 
leaving £500 to be raised by all the other members 
and adherents of the congregation. A committee 
were engaged last week in waiting on the various 
parties for this Pee and we have no doubt that 
this noble effort will be crowned with complete suc- 
cess,— Glasgow Post. 


——— - 


BIRTH. 
Feb. 17, the wife of Mr Robert RoBInson, minister,of Luton, 
of a daughter, 
MARRIAGES. 


Feb. 11, at Marshall street chapel, Leeds, by Mr James 
Hughes Morgan, the minister of the place, Freperick, eldest 
son of James WHALLEY, Esq., to CAROLINE, second daughter of 
Abraham Franors, Esq., all of Leeds. 

Feb. 12, at East Parade chapel, Lecds, by the pastor, Mr John 
Ely. Mr PLINT, aceountant, to Miss LaABROoN, of Leeds. 

eb. 12, at Salem chapel, York, by the pastor, Mr J. Parsons, 
Mr G. Lewin, apegeneees minister, Hartlepool, to ALICE, 
second daughter of Mr George Baynz, of Fishergate, York. 

Feb. 16, at York place chapel, Swansea, by the pastor, Mr 
D. L. Pughe, tain RicuarD MATTHEWs to Miss JANE 
JENKINS, both of that town. 

Feb. 17, at the Baptist chapel, Bingley, by Mr H. Dowson, 
baptist minister, of dford, Mr JamMEs CocKIN, carpet mer- 
chent, Manchester, younger son of Mr John Cockin, of Holm- 
firth, to MARTHA, elder daughter of the late Mr 8. MOULDING, 
worsted spinner and manufacturer, Bingley. 

Feb. 18, at Orchard Street chapel, Stockport, by the pastor, Mr 
John Waddington, Mr JoHN Brymikz, Highgate Newton, Lan- 
cashire, to Betsy, the only daughter of the Tate Mr Benjamin 
Tomttnson, of Stockport, Cheshire, ironmonger. 
_ Feb. 19, at the independent chapel, Chard, by Mr W. H. 
Griffith, Henry Porter, watchmaker, to ELIZABETH JENKINS. 
The 44th marriage in this chapel. 

Feb. 19, by license, at the Old Meeting, Buckingham, by the 
pastor, Mr E, D. J. Wilks, Mr G. B. BuBier, minister of the 
con regatienss church, Orsett, Essex, to ANNE MARA, daughter 
of W. Frencn, Esq., of Buckingham. 

Feb. 22, at the College chapel, Hoxton, by Dr Campbell, 
Mr J. Benson, M.A., of Chichester, to Miss My es, of Bridling- 
ton, Yorkshire. 

DEATHS. 


Feb. 14, Mr RICHARD ANDERSON, Fourtowns, aged 75, for 
many years a deacon in the i:depeudent church, Newry. 

Feb. 15, at Exeter, of protracted consumption, ELIZABBTH 
SARAH, second daughter of the late Mr J. L. GLYDE, merchant, 
of that city, aged 


Feb. 17, at Acre lane, Brixton, Mrs Jang Tapp, in her 73rd 


year. 
Feb. 17, at Eaton 
STER, in the 78th Soa ad nis eshire, the Marquis of WESTMIN- 


age. 
Feb, 17, in Bloomsbury place, from an attack of paralysis, 


THoMAS Jou®N Davis, secretary to the National Benevo- 
lent institution, in the back year of his age, deeply regretted by 
all who knew him. 

Feb. 18, in the 70th year of his age, greatly respected, JOHN 
WALTERS, ~y > banker, Haverfordwest. He had 1a mem 
ber of Lady Huntingdon’s chapel, Swansea, about fifty yearé, 
a warm supporter of the various benevolent institutions of the 
day, and, since its estabtishment, treasurer to the Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Methodist college, at Talgarth. 

Feb. 19, at his residence, Northrepps hall, Norfolk, Sir T. 
Fowe.v Buxton, Bart., in the 59th year of his age. 

Feb. 22, at his matision in Grosvenor square, the Earl of 
MORNINGTON. The first Barl of Mornington married the eldest 
daughter of Arthur, first Viscount Dungannon; of this mar- 
riage the late Earl was the second son, the eldest being the 
late Marquis Wellesley, the third, the Duke of Wellington, and 
the fifth, Cowley, now British ambassador at Paris. 

Feb. 23, Mr Srpney Situ, the celebrated canon of 8t Paul’s. 


Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE, 
Friday, February 21. 
The following building is certified as a place duly registered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 Wm 


. cap. 85:— 
Methodist chapel, Rye, Sussex. 
DECLARATION OF INSOLVENCY. 


Jones, Witttam, Lilanguicke, Glamorganshire, -publiean, 
Feb. 17. 


BANKRUPTS. 

Beunes, WILLIAM, 15, Osnaburgh street, New road, marble 
merchant, Feb. 28, April 4: solicitors, Messrs Lawrence and 
Clews, Bucklersbury. 

CraBB, James, Great Tey, Essex, bricklayer, March 4, April 2: 
solicitor, Mr Bell, Bedford row, London. 

CRANSWICK, Francis, Bridlington, Yorkshire, innkeeper, 
March 4, April 8: solicitors, Mr 8. Taylor, Bridlington, and Mr 
John Blackburn, Leeds. 

Dae, Witttam, 109, London wall, City, boot maker, Feb. 28, 
April 4: solicitor, Mr Pryer, 17, Pavement, Finsbury. 

Danks, JOHN, Birmingham, wharfinger, March 3, April 12; 
solicitors, Messrs Whateleys, Birmingham. 

DOLBELL, LawWR&NCE DANIEL, vensbury mill, Lower 
Mitcham, dyer, March 5, April4: solicitor, Mr John Beart, 4, 
Bouverie street, Fleet street. ; 

‘ ew Tromas, Wotton Bassett, Wiltshire, grocer, March 7, 

NGsTon, THOMAS, Manchester, share broker, March 4, 24: 
solicitors, Messrs Hitcheock and Co., Manchester, and Messrs 
Johnson and Co., Temple, London. 

Lewis, Grorog, late of 217, Regent street, Westminster, but 
uow of Downham road, Kingsland road, shawl warehouseman, 
Feb. 28, April 4: soliciters, Messrs Young and Co,,; 8t Mildred’s 
court, 

RANSFORD, CHARLES, Btoneley, South Tottenbam, grocer: 
Feb. 28, April 2: solicitor, Mr Kempster, Kennington lane. 

Reeves, WItitram, Walcot, Somersetshire, coach builder 
March 7, April 4: solicitor, Mr William Gover Gray, Bristo 
and Bath. 

Samson, GERARD, Weymotth and Melcombe Regis, Dorset- 
shire, corn dealer, March 4, April 1: solicitors, Mr John Combe, 
Staple inn, London, and Mr John Hull Terrell, Exeter. 

aYLor, James, Higher Walton, Cheshire, farmer, March 6, 
27: solicitors, Messrs Johnson and Co., King’s-bench walk, 
Temple, London, and Mr Robert Needham, Manchester. 

THORNTON, CHARLES, Huddersfield, stationer, March 8, 21: 
solicitors, Messrs Clark and Cooper, Sessions house, Old Bailey, 
London, and Messrs Floyd and th, Huddersfield. 

Wetis, JaMEs, Winchcomb, Gloucestershire, common car- 
rier, March 5, April 15: solicitor, Mr D. Trenfleld, Winchcomb. 

WYATT, ALFRED, formerly of Highworth, Wiltshire, licensed 
victualer, but now of Babmaes mews, Well street, St James, 
Feb. 28, April 9: solicitor, Mr John II, Taylur, 10, South place, 
Finsbury square. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 

Brown, ALEXANDER, Port Glasgow, shipmaster, Feb. 26, 
March 22. 

CUNNINGHAM, ALEXANDER Gray, Edinburgh, wine merchant, 
Feb. 27, March 28. 

DUNBAR, ALEXANDER, Dingwall, wine merchant, Feb, 27, 
March 20, 

MACLEAN, ALBXANDER, Forres, confectioner, Feb. 27, Mar. 20. 

RoBERTSON, WILLIAM, Aberdeen, clothier, Feb, 26, March 19. 

Simpson, Ropert JaMeEs, Musselburgh, draper, Feb. 27, 
March 19, 

DIVIDENDS. 

C. Williamson, 17, Regent street, hosier ; second div. of 14d., 
any Wednesday—T. Johnson, C. Mann, and W. Johnson, Rom- 
ford, Essex, bankers ; first div. of 2s. 6d., any Wednesday—C. 
O'Neil, R. Salkeld, and G. 8. Digby, Brinder iron works, Gla- 
morganshire; first div. of 2s. 6d., any Wednesday—J. Murray, 
Liverpool, millwright; first div. of 12s. 1ld., any Monday—RK. 
Caldecott and J. Caldecott, Manchester, silk mercers; final 
divividend of 8jd., and a first and final dividend of 4s, 8gd., 
on new proofs, any Tuesday—R. Caldecott, Manchester, sil 
mercer; first and final dividend of 2s. 54d., any Tuesday—W. 
Mather, C. Mather, and J.T. Newstead, Manchester and Sal- 
ford, Lancashire, iron founders; final div. of 3s. 6jd,. and a first 
and final div. of 15s. 6jd., any Tuesday—E. Brain, 33, Rodney 
street, Pentonville, steel plate printer; first div. of 94d., any 
Wednesday—J. Green, Great Winchester street, City, merchant; 
second div. of 64d., any Saturday—F. Sharman, Barge yard, 
Bucklersbury, City, shoe factor; second div. of 24d.. any Satur- 
day—J. Saunders, J. Fanner, and T. H. Saunders, Basingha.] 
street, City, and Bradford, Wiltshire, woolen manufacturers ; 
third div. of 1jd,, any Saturday—T. H. Saunders, Basinghall 
street, City, and Bradford, Wiltshire, woolen manufacturer; 
third div. of 9}d., any Saturday—T. Leaver, Great Coxwell, 
Berkshire, baker ; first div. of 68. 6d., any Saturday—I. N. and 
C. Wigney, Brighton, Sussex, bankers; second div. of 5s. 3d., 
under the separate estate of C. Wigney; second div. of 4s. 3d., 
under the separate estate of I. N. Wigney; second div. of 5d., 
and first and second divs of 1s. 2d., any Saturday—G. B. Orchard, 
now or late of Bath, upholsterer ; final div. of 4d., any Wednes« 
day—W. Newall, jun., and A. Harrison, Manchester, grocers ; 
final div. of 2}d., any Wednesday—T. Dickson, Thirsk, York- 
shire, linen draper ; first div. of 5s., and to those creditors who 
have received a former div., a second div. of 3d., any Wednesday 
—J. Sorby, Sheffield, steel manufacturer; first div. of 2s. 6d., 
and to those creditors who have received a former div., a second 
div. of ld., any Wednesday—J. Firth, Heckmondwicke, York- 
ghire, merchant; first div. of 9s., and to those creditors who have 
received a former div., a second div. of 3d., any Wednesday— 
A. and J. Shepherd, Huddersfield, Yorkshire, merchants ; final 
div. of 24d., any Monday—R. Russell, Bradford, Yorkshire, 
provision merchant; first and final div. of 3s. 44d., any Monday 
—J. Tristram, Two Mill Houses, Nottinghamshire, beer-house 
keeper ; first div. of 13s. 4d., any Monday. 


Tuesday, Feb. 25. 


The following buildings are certified as places duly registered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of Gand 7 Wil- 
liam 1V,, cap. 85:— 

Wesleyan chapel, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 

Baptist chapel, Quainton, Buckinghem#hire. 

Roman catholic chapel, East Hendred, Berkshire. 

BANKRUP?S. ) 

Brown, James, formerly of 46, ee now of 2, Skinner 
street, Snow hill, perfumer, March 7, ‘April8: solicitor, Mr 
Torkington, New Bridge street, Blackfriars. 

Danspay, JOHN Henry, 4, Glasshouse street nt street, 
tailor, March 7, April 8: solicitor, Mr Sutcliffe, New Bridge 
street, Blackfriars. 

Davis, Lovet, Ewhurst, Sussex, wine merchant, March 5, 
April 9: solicitors, Messrs Gregson and Kewell, 8, Angel court, 
City; Mr Robert oung, Battle. 

Gray, James, Manchester, upholsterer, March 10, 31: soli- 
citors, Messrs Soles and Turner, Aldermanbury, London; Mr 
Joshua Todd, Manchester. 

Lee, Cuaries, Wakes Colne, Essex, miller Masel 3, April 4: 


solicitor, Mr Marriott, New inn, London, and chestér. 


MLORCOTE, CORNALIUS, DOW OF late Of Birmingham, Warwick 


shire, factor and coal dealer, March 7, April 4: edlicitors, Messrs 
Tyndall and Sona, . Ww 
sawn, Sroeen, ae Skea hae ae Wiiin tees 
wn, T, March O, : tor, Mr , 
11, London street, Podehenah fbi | . 
SOUTCK SEQUBSTRATIONS. aval 
Germ teak rpg i a 
‘LARBN, upar- , 24. 
aay Wibh1aM, Falkirk cna Laurieaton, boot maker, March 


* MACDONALD, ARCHIBALD GoRDON, Moy and Inverlair, coach 
contractor, March 5, 26. 


KENNEDY, Hudn, Coitent-upon-Ayr, grocer, February 28, 
March 28, 


Kerr, JOHN, Greenock, meréhant, Feb. 297, Mareh 90. 


DIVIDENDS. 
E. Gill, Chester, brazier, firet div. of 6jd. any Thuredayw, 
Whiting, ont, Cheshire, landi waiter, firevdiv. of te.1 Od. 
any Thureday-J. H. Shanklin, Lives 


y » landing “ee, ret 
div. of ls. 9d. any Thureday--J. Cuttell, Holmfirth, Yorushire, 
clothier, first and final div. of 2jd. any Ax { 
Mexbrough, Yorkshire, grocer, firet and final div. of 3s, 10d. any 
sages Te We aiireoms phere a=" ares. final 

iv, of 23. ld. and (+ s of apenny any _ 
ober, al , ot we 


2, Albion place, Battle bridge, pawnabro 

March sand two follo Moh 

street, Lambeth, belekiayer séc, div. o nn) - on March 

two following Mondays—I. Ysaacs, Chatham, army clothier, first 
div. of 9d. on March 3 and two following Mondays—H. Miles 

Southampton, Woolen draper, det. div. of 9d. on Mareh 3 and 
two following Mondaye—R. Walker, Newman street, Oxford 
es ee aes divi of = Gd. At — > and two fele 
owi on . Piggott, j mond, .Surréy, cabinet 
saber, gec. a of on March & and two following Mondays. 
—C. B. Bayley, Abingdon, Berkshire, draper, sec. div. of ls. 1d. 
on Mareh 3 and twe following Mondaye—N. Paeware 
road, linen draper, sec. div. of Gd, on gy oh two followiag 
ee: Rossiter, Bridgewater, Somersetshire, Pa 
first div. of 2s. 4d. on March 3 and two following Mond 


BRITISH FUNDS. 


A slight improvement has taken place in the value of the 
public securities during the et ake days; and there is a mode- 
s 


rate amount of business transac at the advanced rates. ? 
Wed. Thur. Fri. Set, Mon. Tuse. 
Sper cent. Consols 100 ! 100 . 
Ditto for Acevunt. . 100 . 
3 per cents Reduced e 
New 4} percents... p 
Long Annuities... 2 | ef @ 
Bank Stock. .eseces re} 218 | 219 
india Stock 284 i 


F 


Exchequer Bill, «| S6pm m | 55pm | 64pra e6pm 
India Bonds ....., 67pm 7opm | 70pm thom a 


FUREIGN FUNDS. 
Austrian @eveuce gr eeece exican eeeetbeeesesul . 


Belgian .....cccccess 1034 | eruvian ...... covees 
Brazilian ........+. «oes| 90 9 Portuguese 5 per centa 
Buenos Ayres de edecce 4] itto ednverted ...... 


Columbian .ccccccedbts 14 
DION ioc bbc edb e cdWeee 90 
Dutch 24 per cénts....| 68 
DittoSpercents ...... 


Russian Ceeeseeeeees 
sh Active eeeete 

itto Passive ........ 
Ditto Deferred eetees 


- 


agsbss oe 


- — o- 


RAILWAY SITARES. 


Birmingham and Derby | 93 on & Birm. 5 Rares 30 

Birmingham & Gloucester 182 on and Brighton ,. 87 
Blackwall eeeceeceeeeueeee » Lendon & Cro Trimk 16 
Bristoland Exeter ......| 84 | London and Greenwich | 

Cheltenham & Gt. Western| — | Ditto New .i.....6605.) @ - 
Eastern Counties ebecedeee 18 | Manchester and Leeds 138 ’ 
Edinburgh and Glasgow | -—~ } Midland Counties ....../197 
Grand Junction ......../984 § Ditto New Shares ....../ 8} 
Great North of England... |168 } Midland and Derby ....| 9@ - 
Great Western ......4...|176 § Ditto New ....escceess pm 
Ditto Half eeeeeteene ttee 99 South Eastern and Dover , 
Ditto Fifths ees e@evevndeene0¢ 40 South Western eeeeeeée ’ 
London and Birmingham /|934 Ditto NOW .ccccsceeess| 1S 

MARKETS. 


MARK LANE, Monpar, Feb. 94. 

The arrivals of £nglish wheat and flour, and Scotch aud, 
oats, were large during the week; but to-day we bad 6n . 
small show of wheat sumples from the fieat coulties. Fine dry. 
runs were selected out early, at last Monday’s prides, but other’ 
descriptions hung heavily on hand. F , of good quality, 
continues to meét a retail sale at our quoted prices, which have 
scarcely varied within the last few monthé._ . aise 

There was a good supply of barley at market to-day; the finer 
descriptions both of malting and distilling corn maintained - 
value, but other sorts were the turn lower. ial 

The oat trade has been slow, but there was rather more down 
this morning than at the closé of last week; but prices have 
closed rather in favour of buyers, as compared last Mow- 


day’s sales. set 


n beans and pease no alteration. 


& 8. a. 8. 
Wheat, Red New .. 38 to 46 | Malt, Ordinary .. 46 to 69 
F se a Pale deeewdeese 56 ee 4 it 


— pbesedeees 43 .. - ro 
NE eeoecereveers ee eas, Hog .... 2665 ee 

Flour, per sack one 48 Maple ..... 83 .. 34 
Barley ..cseeseveee S&.. 97 


Maltin Zs evvceeee 32 ee 35 Beans, Ticks. eeste 81 eé ‘ 
s. ’. DUTY ON FOREIGN on. 
Beans, Pigeon .... 38 to 38 | Wheat ............ 90s, Od, 
Harrow ....e<s. 83 .. 36 | Barléy ........+... § 
Oats, Feed . . é« 20 ee Oatd eee .~@e¢e8888 eee 6 0 
Fine eeeeeeeeees 22 ee 24 Rye eevee *ee eoeeeeee 4 f . 
Poland. .cscvecee B 5 BO TRUS ckccokibarvcc ‘ 
Potate. 6siv5s0is WB ce OO TPO ai ci tt Aaa 
WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR | AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THE . 
FEB. 2}. SIX WEEKS. : 
Wheat eeeeeeeeeees 45s 4d, Whéat ~@aeeeeveeese 45s. ‘6d. 
DONE scsccinscese ee WOCINT ce wdecsscs 33. CY 
Oats eeevee ewe eeeee 21 q Oats eeseeeveeeaeee 21 6 
Rye eeeeeeveene . eee 29 6 Rye @eeeeeteeeeee l } 
Beans eee . eeds a Q Beans eeeeteeoeaes® 35° 5 
Peas e*@eeeeveeeeeeesn - 0 Na etre oa 35 q 


SEEDS. 


We continue to receive good supplies of cloverseed from 
France, and the consumptive demand having been tefarded by 
the weather, business has remained quiet. ally fine qualities 
aor been howe wh oye: = but on the secondar ee it 

as been imposs to establish any improvement. © pro- 
posed repeal of the duty on tares did not produce any influence 
on the price of that article to-day, nor have we any change to 
report in quotations of other sorts of seeds. 3 


Linseed per me lover er ewt. 
English, sowing 52s, to 580.) English, red.... 50s, to 66 
Baltic, ditto .... —™ «6 = Ditto, white.... 58 .. 70 
Ditto,crushing.. 38 .. 42 | Flemish, pale .. 45 .. 55 
Medit. & Odessa 38 ., 40 Ditto, fine...... 66 .. 60 

Hempseed, small.. 35 ., 38 New Hamb., red 45 .. 55 
Large eeeereevee cadet © iboweus Ditto, fine...... 58 ee 60 

Canary, new ...... ) Old Hamb.,red =~ ,. — 
BOND, ccc ccceses 2.. B Ditto, fine...... = 4. — 

Carraway, old .... 44 .. 4 French, red .... < .. 60 
WOW cs vases cheese 48 .. 50 Ditto, white.... . 

Ryegrass, English — .. — | Coriander ........ i -» 18 
Sco eeeersses oo Ow orm eeeeetsseeee oo- 

Mustard er bushel} Rapeseed last 

‘ ng ish, new eé 7) 251. 


Brown, NOW .ece ee 14 
White cesccccces j ee 13 


Trefoil.cececcccees om ee ™ E 


OM cicisiscssee @ ° = | ap Masa 


Tares, new, eee 69, 4, 


Rye eereeeeeeesee 0. + 


7 


| 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


[ Fes. 26. 


PROVISIONS, Lonpon, Feb. 24. 


We had an improved demand for butter during the past week, 
and, although dealers generally only took ,sufficient to supply 
their present wants, a large quantity changed hands, with little 
variation in prices from late quotations! The market looks 
healthy ; the increased delivery from the wharfs gives confidence 
that all on hand will be wanted before new appears. The sale 
for bacon was also rather better, and a fair business transacted, 
chiefly landed. A few sales of prime Waterford sizeable made 
43s. on board, for next month's shipment. In lard there is more 
inquiry. Hams remain without change. 


HOPS, Borovuan, Monday, Feb. 24. 


There has been very little doing in hops, and the quotations 
continue the same. The factors are quite annoyed at such con- 
tinued dulners, having for so many weeks past anticipated a 
revival of business ; but it is sreipiele that now Sir RK. Peel bas 
declared his intentions with respect to the abolition of duties, 
and that malt is not to be touched, the brewers will become 
more liberal buyers. 


POTATOES, BorovuGn, Monday, Ieb. 24. 


The weather during the past week has been unusually severe 
for the season, yet the supply of potatoes to this market 1s keep- 
ing pace with the demand; and the best — were eagerly 
sought after, and the following prices were fully supported :— 


8. 
5D 
+r 


. 8 8. 
York Reds .......... 60 to 80 | Kent & Essex Whites 45 to 


Perth do...........-- 05 to 60 | Wisbeach Kidneys .. — to 

Early Devons do. .... — to 65 | Do. Whites ....... . Oto 50 
Cornwall do. ........ — to 69 | Guernsey Blnes..... . 50 to 60 
Jersey Blues ........ 50 to 60 | Prince Kegents...... 60 to 65 


-_— ~— 


BUTCHER'S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, Feb, 24, 


The beef trade was extremely dull, at a decline in the curren- 
cies obtained on Monday last of 2d. per 8lbs, the very highest 
figure for the best Scots not exceeding 4s. per 8lbs, and a clear- 
ance was not effected. During the week the imports of foreign 
stock into London comprised 65 head of beasts and 90 sheep, all 
from Holland. At the outports no arrivals have taken place from 
any quarter, As to the general quality of the above importations, 
there were some extremely well made-up beasts amongst them ; 
but the sheep were not in that good condition we have before 
noticed. The numbers of sheep were good, and for most breeds 
the demand was very stvady at fully last week’s currencies. We 
had a very limited number of calves on offer, yet the veal trade 
was heavy on easier terms. Neat small porkers were in fair re- 

uest, but all other qualities sold heavily. About 2,000 shorn 
sheep and 200 lambs were on the market. 


Price per stone of Slbs, (sinkingthe offal). 
Beef ........ 28. 6d.to 4s, Od. | Veal........38. 10d.to5s. Od, 
4 


Mutton...... 210 .. 4 4 eee . Se a ee 
HEADOFCATTLEATSMITHFIELD. 
Beasts. Sheep. Calves. Pigs. 
6: a a ! ee eee 
Bebmeay S008 cccccs WERRR ccccce OH céccccs Ml 


NewaateE and LBADENHALL MAR=RTS, Monday, Feb. 24, 
Per 8lbs. by the carcase. 
Inferior Beef 2s. _ 2s. 0 | Mic Mutton 


1, 
Middling do 2 wes 


= 


2s. 8d.to3a. 0 
Mid. ditto » Buc 8s 


Primelarge 3 © .. 3 2 |Primeditto 3 6 ..3 8 

Primesmall 3 4 ..3 6 | Veal 2 ee 

Largetork 2 10 .. 3 8 |Small Pork 3 8, 4 2 
~~ Gorton. 


Since Saturday se’nnight, when the intelligence was received 
that the duty would be entirely rescinded, to take effect as soon 
as the bill could be passed, prices have been very irregular, and 
the demand has been comparatively moderate, particularly from 
the trade. American descriptions, duty paid, are rather lower 
on the inferior qualities; on the cotton sold at the long price, 
deducting the duty, 5-16d. per lb,, the holders had the advantage 
of fully jd. perlb. In Brazil, Egyptian, and Surat, there is no 
change. The total number of sales amounts to 39,720 bales, of 
which about 16,000 have been taken on speculation, viz., 14,800 
American and 200 Surat: exports are 470 American. 


WOOL. 


The imports of woo] into London last week were 901 bales; of 
which 176 were from Spain, 30 from the Cape of Good Hope, 
992 from Van Diemen’s Land, 26 from Germany, 70 from Sydney, 
and 7 bales from Swan River. The market for the raw staple 
continues firin, and the accounts from the manufacturing dis- 
tricts are so satisfactory as to be all in its favour. 


_—— 


HAY,SMITHFIELD, Feb. 22.—At per load of 36 trusses. 


Coarse Meadow .. 70s, to 958. | New Clover Hay .. 90s.to 120s. 
New ditto........— 14 Old ditto eeeecsss T c'o 
Useful Old ditto... 96 ..103 | Oat Straw ........ 36 .. 38 
Fine Upland ditto 104 ..108 | WheatStraw .... 38 .. 40 


COAL EXCHANGE, Feb. 24. 
Stewart's, 90s. 3d.; Hetton’s, 19s. dd.; Braddyll’s Hettons 
900. 3d, Ships arrived this week, 122. 
GROCERIES.—Tugsnay, Fes. 25. 
TEA.—Common sound Congou is selling at 10d. to 104d. per 
Ib. cash. The deliveries last week wore large, and amounted to 


,000 tbe. 

COFFEE.—1,700 bags Ceylon sold at a further decline of 1s. 
percwt. 150 bags Mysore sold at 53s, to 55s. 6f. for good ordi- 
nary pale quarity. being rather lower. 8,700 bags Java (Singa- 
- sold at full rates. 

SUGAR.—Business was very limited, and there were not any 

ublic sales of British plantation. In refined goods there is 

rdly anything doing. Standard lumps are offered at 71s., and 
brown grocery at 70s. per cwt. 5,000 bags Mauritius, offered in 
auction, sold at u decline of about ls. per ewt. 

CQOCOA.—164 bags Trinidad sold at 40s, 6d. to 42s. for ordi- 
nary grey ; red, 42s. to dis, per cwt., being former rates. 


Advertisements. 


On the 28h February will be published, 
HE ECLECTIC REVIEW, for MARCH. 


CONTENTS :— 


1. Dr Bell and Joseph Lancaster—their Acts and Monuments. | ADAMS, and Cu., Paternoster row. 


2. The Epietle to the Colossians. 

3. Popular Satire during the Middle ages, 

4. The History of Sweden. 

5, be 2 a and Prospects of the Church of England, 


Warp and Co,, 27, Paternoster row. 


HE BAPTIST RECORD and BIBLICAL 
REPOSITORY for H, will contain :-— 

1, The Chure is it? 
2. Bketches from the Cross—The Women. 
3. Poetry—The Christian Graces. 

4. Authenticity of the Book of Daniel. 

. Cautions respecting Revivals. 

- Majorities in Chriatian Churches. 

. Interpolations in the Book of Acts. 

. Poetry—* The Prayer of Faith.” 

9. Letter on the Hone Mission. 

10. Endeavours after ‘Truth. 
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and all Booksellers, 
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COBBIN’S CHILD’S COMMENTATOR. 

A New and Elegant Edition, in royal 16mo, revised and enlarged 

by the Author, illustrated with numerous superior Wood 
Engravings. Now ready, Parts I. to V., price 6d. each, 


HE CHILD'S COMMENTATOR ON THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, By the Rev. INGram CoBe 
BIN, M.A. 
This little work obtained just celebrity when published ten 
years ago; but an extended reputation is confidently anticipated 
for it in its present enlarged and tastefully illustrated form. 

‘Jt is one of those books which we should like to see in every 
family,and in every school.” — Patriot. 

“This commentary, we venture to predict, will become very 
popular, ‘The idea is avery happy one, and the execution is 
admirable. The illustrations, too, are numerous and elegant. 
Let children examine this commentary, and they will give their 
parents no rest until they procure it for them.’ — Christian 
Examiner. 

“It is well fitted to accomplish its professed object. The 
style of exposition is very simple, and adapted to interest the 
youngest readers, It is at once lucid and attractive, and the 
wood engravings with which it abounds will serve still further 
to gratify the juvenile pupil.”—<clectic Review. 

“A valuable addition to juvenile libraries.”—Sunday School 
Teacher's Magazine. 

“The work cannot fail to be a favourite wherever 
known.’ — Reviralist, 

“It is well calculated to convey a knowledge of scriptural 
facts and truths to the mind of even a young child.” —// atch- 
man, 

“ Parents, and indeed all who are concerned that the earliest 
impressions of infancy should be of a religious nature, will do 
well to introduce their children to the interesting and simple 
instructions of this book.”’—Wew Baptist Miscellany. 

Warb and Co., 27, Paternoster row. 
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This day is published, in oue volume, post 8vo, with Maps, 
cloth lettered, price 6s., ; 
VHE VAUDOIS; comprising Observations made 


- during a Visit to the Valleys of Piedmont, in the Summer 
of 1844; together with Remarks introductory and interspersed, 
illustrative of the Origin, History, and Present Circumstances 
of that interesting people. By the Rev. E. HENDERSON, D.D. 

NEW WORK ON MISSIONS. 
This day is published, in foolscap Svo, cloth lettered, bcau- 
tifully illustrated, price 4s., 

lINWE MISSIONARY’S REWARD ; or, the 

SUCCESS of the GOSPEL in the PACIFIC. By GEonrGE 
PRITCHARD, Esq., her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Poly- 
nesia. With an Introduction by the Rev. JOHN ANGELL 
JAMES. 


Third Edition.—This day is published, in foolscap 8vo, cloth 
lettered, 3s. 6d., ; . 
THE MOTHER’S PRACTICAL GUIDE, 


in the Physical, Intellectual, and Moral Training of her 


Children. With an additional Chapter upon the CLAIMS and 
RESPONSIBILITIES of STEP-MOTHERS,. By Mrs J, 


BAKEWELL, , 

“The third edition. We shall rejoice to sce the thirtieth ! 
And if our countrywomen possess a wisdom but equal to half 
their worth, this joy will soon be realised. We can hardly 
utter a wish more fraught with piety and patriotism than that 
this work might be in the hands of every mother in England.”— 
Christian Witness. — 

“The volume is altogethera treasure to Christian mothers.” — 
Evangelical Magazine. 

This day is published, in foolseap 8vo, cloth lettered, price 4s., 


LY EMOIRS of MRS LOUISA MUNDY, 
LY of the London Missionary Society’s Mission at Chinsu- 
rah, Bengal. With Extracts from her Diary and Letters. By 
her HUSBAND. 

‘* A deeply interesting work, exhibiting the profoundest piety, 
and the most energetic and untiring devotion to the sacred 
cause of inissions. The memoirs of this gifted and koly woman 
would not be too highly honored, if printed in letters of gold.”— 
Manchester Times. 

“This is another valuable accession to our female missionary 
biography.”—Christian Jiiiness. 

This day is published, in demy 8vo, price Is. 61., 
FENAHITI: containing a Review of the Origin, 
Character, and Progress of French Roman Catholic Efforts 

for the Destruction of English Protestant Missions in the South 
Seas. Translated from the French of MARK WILKS. 


London: JOHN SNow, Paternoster row, 


The Proprietors of the Psalmist having, by an extensive sale of 
the work, realised the large outlay attending its compilation 
and first production, and having no view to personal emolu- 
ment, have great pleasure in announcing the following very 
considerable reductions in the prices of the various editions 
of this popular work. 


ii VHE PSALMIST, a Collection of 400 Psalm 


and Hymn Tunes, Original and Selected, suited to all the 


, | varieties of Metrical Psalmody. Arranged for Four Voices, with 


| an Organ or Pianoforte Accompaniment. 


Under the superine 
tendence of VINCENT NOVELLO, Esq. 
The Psalmist, with Accompaniment, come s, 4d, e, d. 
plete, handsomely bound 18 0 originally 24 0 
in Four Parts, cloth, each 4 0 nn D> 0 
Vocal Score, neatly bound 6 0 se 9 0 
Separate Parts, viz., the 
Treble, the Alto, the Te- 
nor, and the Bass, in four 
vols small 8vo cloth, each 2 6 
roan gilt, each 3 OQoriginally 4 0 
London: Printed for the Proprietors by J. HappoNn, Castle 
street, Finsbury. Sold also by LONGMAN and Co.; S1ImPKIN and 
Co.; HamiLton and Co.; G. and J. Dyer; and all Booksellers 
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Now ready, price One Shilling, 


HE ONE CHURCH; or, Sects Unscriptural. 


By MortTiLock DANIELL, Ramsgate. 

“I groan over the divisions of the church, of all our evils ] 
think the greatest—of Christ’s church I mean—that men should 
call themselves Roman catholics, Church-of-England men, Bap- 
tists, Quakers, all sorts of various appellations, forgetting that 
only glorious name of Christian, which is common to all. and a 
true bond of union.”—The late Dr -irnold, of Rughy. 


GAKDINER, Princes street, Cavendish square; HAMILTON, 
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Just published, price 2s. 6d. cloth, 


ETTERS to WESLEYAN MINISTERS on 

MINISTERIAL DUTIES, and An Address to the Mem- 

bers of the Connexion ; Second Edition ; with an Account of the 
Trial and Excommunication of the Author. 


London: Murray, 101, Edgware road; D. Murray, 179, 
Sloane street; SIMPKIN and MARSHALL, Stationers’ Hall court; 
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SPURIOUS BIBLES. 


LETTER on this important subject has just 
a been published, addressed to Messrs Gardner and Sons, 
Agents to the Oxford Bible Warehouse. By the Rev. Apam 
Tnomson, D.D., Coldstream. | 

Copies may be had GRATIS, on application to Messrs G. and 
sf Dykrr, 24, Paternoster row: or Mr GEORGE Virtur, WY, Ivy 
ane. ; 
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BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 
Now ready, price Threepence, 


P[HE LAW of CHRIST for MAINTAINING 
- and EXTENDING HIS CHURCH. By the Rey. Davin 
Youne, D.D., of Perth. 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST—WHAT IS IT? 
being the First Premium Tract, price 2d., was published on the 
lst of February. . a 

AN ADDRESS to DISSENTERS on the RE- 
LIGIOUS BEARINGS of the STATE-CHURCH QUESTION, 
Price 2d. 


BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 
LECTURE will be delivered on THURSDAY 


EVENING, Feb. 27th, at Regent street chapel, Lambeth 
(the Rey. W. Frazer’s), by Mr EDWARD MIALL. nto hy _ 
State Churches incompatible with the Rights of Citizenship. 
Members may be enrolled, and the Publications of the Asso- 
ciation had, at the close of the Lecture; and at the Offices, 5, 
Aldine chambers, Paternoster row. 


SUGAR DUTIES. 
A Ta MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY 50- 
CIETY, held at 27, New Broad-street, on Friday, February 
2ist, 1845, The Rev. JOHN HOWARD HINTON, A.M.,, in 
the Chair, 
RESOLVED— 

That, in the judgment of this Committee, the encourage- 
ment of free labour is one of the most effectual means of 
promoting the abolition of slavery, and the extinction of the 
slave trade. 

That, therefore, they would respectfully urge on her Ma- 
jesty’s government, and the members of the British legisla- 
ture, the propriety and importance of admitting the free pro- 
duce of foreign countries into the market of Great Britain 
on the same terms as produce of the same kind from the Bri- 
tish possessions abroad, 

That with a view to the still more effectual encouragement 
of free as compared with slave labour, th’ committee deem 
it important also that such restrictions as now exist on the 
agriculture and commerce of the British colonies and terri- 
tories abroad should be altogether removed. 

JOHN SCOBLE, Secretary. 
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NEW INDEPENDENT CHAPEL, WINCHMORE HILL, 
MIDDLESEX. 


HE following APPEAL is made in the ear- 


nest hope that it will meet with the kind attention of the 
Friends of Evangelical Truth. The Congregational church at 
Winchmore hill originated, about the year 1785, in the labours 
of Mr Whitefoot, who preached amidst much opposition on the 
Green. In a short time}a small wooden coach-house was con- 
verted into a chapel, in which the congregation assembled above 
fifty-five years. ‘This building, after the expiration of the lease, 
in 1841, they occupied as yearly tenants until Michaelmas, 1843. 
At Midsummer, 1843, they received an unexpected notice to 
quit in Three Months. The only method left them of perpetu- 
ating nonconformity was the erection of a chapel. A freehold 
piece of ground having been given, the building was commenced, 
and during the time of its erection they assembled in the house 
of one of the friends, 

The chapel, which is substantially built, and capable of seat- 
ing about 400, without galleries, was opened on the léth August, 
1844, It has cost above £1,000, towards which the congrega- 
tion and other friends have contributed about £355. When 
£500 have been collected, it is intended to put the place in 
trust; and, toenable them to secure this-most desirable object, 
this appeal is now made. Itis gratifying to be able to state, 
that much spiritual good has been effected by the efforts to pro. 
mote the spread of the iruth in the neighbourhood, and it is 
hoped the liberality of Christian friends who may read this 
statement wil! assist the little church and congregation so as to 
give them the prospect of securing the much-needed services of 
an able minister of the New Testament. 

The case is well known to, and cordially recommended by, the 
following ministers :— 


J. Harris, D.D. Cheshunt col. 8S, A. Davis Enfield 
J.PyeSmith,D.D. Homerton col J. Stribling Enfield 

J. Leifchild,D.D. Craven chapel J. J. Davies Tottenham 
A. Reed, D.D. Wickliffech. J. Tlargreaves Walth. Abbey 
Thomas Lewis Islington A. Stewart ‘Barnet 
George Clayton, Walworth C. J. Harrison Edmonton 


James Sherman Surrey chapel 

By whom Subscriptions will; be thankfully received ; also at 

the Offices of the Patriot and Nonconjormist papers. The fol« 

lowing sums are gratefully acknowledged :— 
£ 
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; ean mas Notes. 
12. Home z cord, Missionary Herald, Irish Chronicle, 
ce. Ke. 


London: AyYLorr and Jones, 8, Paternéster row. | 
Of whom may be had, Volume One, for 1844, price 7s., cloth. | 
Subscribers are desired to complete their grigeten hy | 


Just published, &8vo, price ls, 6d. 
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ment of the Doctrines of Divines on the First and the 


be shown that the two deaths are to be literally understood, 


HAT WAS THE FALL? or, a Brief State-_ 


| Printed and published at the Office, at No. 4, Crane court, 
Second Death ; with Observations, in which it is attempted to | 
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VAUXHALL COMPOSITE CANDLES, 8!d. 
per lb., PRICE’S PATENT CANDLES, 104d. per Ib. 

These are the London cash prices, but the Country ones vary 
with the distance from town. 

Both sorts burn exactly as well as the finest wax, and are 
cheaper, allowing for the hght, than tallow moulds. 

Sold wholesale to the trade by Edward Price and Co., Bel- 
mont, Vauxhall; Palmer and Co., Sutton street, Clerkenwell ; 
and Wm Marchant, 253, Regent circus, Oxford street. 

Until these Candles become generally sold throughout the 
country, Edward Price and Co, will supply any private fami- 
lies unable to obtain them in their own neighbourhood, with a 
quantity not less than o/, worth, direct from the factory. Ou a 
line being addressed to Belmont, Vauxhall, enclosing a Post 
office order for of, (payable to Edward Price and Ce.,. not to 
Edward Price, or Mr Price), they will forward a box of the 


| Vauxhall Composite, or of the others, or a mixed box, as may be 


directed, to that exact amount. 
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Fleet street, in the parish of St Dunstan in the West, in the 
city of London, by Jonn Henry Davis, of No. 76, York 


| copies as soon ag pos- | road, Lambeth, in the county of Surrey, on WEDNBSDAY 
sible, several of the numbers being very limited. | London: Jackson and WaLrorp, 18, St Paul’s Churchyard, 26th of FepRuaRy, 1845, : ' , 
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